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SOON, WE SHALL 

(Psalm 96:1)

“
”

SING 
A NEW SONG
UNTO 
OUR LORD
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By The Rev. Ting Moy Hong

It is important to remember how we began as a 
community of faith in Petaling Jaya in the 1970s. It 
is important to trace God’s leading hands through 
those years and pay attention to how we have 
evolved as a community of faith, seeking to remain 
faithful to the gospel and the witness of it. Indeed, 
like all churches, we have milestones to mark, and we 
do so with hearts bowed before the Lord and Jesus 
Christ who is the Head of the Church.

As we see the new church building emerging, we 
need to give thanks to God for His mercies and 
loving kindness that have taken us through the 
years, the months, the days, the moments in order 
that what was conceived of the building is taking 
form. In our minds now, we ask, when is the new 
building ready for us to dedicate unto God’s glory. 
Indeed, we are marking a new milestone for the life 
of Trinity Methodist Church Petaling Jaya (hereinafter  
referred to as TMC PJ).

Other than our God Almighty, we have to express our 
heartfelt thanks to all who have striven to remain true 
to the witness of TMC PJ through worship and service 
all these years.  Their commitment and contributions 
to the continual witness of the church have ensured 
that we arrive at this point of the life of the church.

There is a question that lingered in my mind when 
the building project began in 2014 – what is next? 
Below is the pastoral guidance I shared with the 
Local Church Executive Committee during our April 
meeting this year. I would like to share the same with 
you here (with some minor editing):

With the completion of the new Sanctuary, we are 
now given the opportunity to sing a new song to the 

Lord (Psalm 96) and an opportunity to “pour new 
wine into new wineskins” (Luke 5.37-38). 

Psalm 96 is also attributed to the dedication of the 
second temple, when the Jews returned from exile 
in Babylon. The returned Jews were the seemingly 
weak remnants compared with the strong people 
who surrounded them in the neighbouring Gentile 
nations. Yet, they were exhorted to sing a new song 
unto the Lord – a new song unto the same glorious 
God who had remained faithful to them. 

In TMC PJ’s context, considering all the trials, troubles, 
fragmentations that this Church has endured over 
the last 15 years until the new Sanctuary is ready, we 
must admit that we have been preserved only by 
God’s grace and strength. 

If we take a hard look at ourselves, we will see 
that on our own, we are not strong, politically, 
demographically or even communally. Yet, despite 
all that has happened, we now stand at the 
threshold of being able to move in to a new 
Sanctuary. In response, we too are exhorted to let the 
Lord bring about a sense of newness in Him and to 
sing unto Him a new song. 

This new song will be about honouring God 
unreservedly by turning to God; looking to Him, 
relying on Him, worshipping Him single-mindedly both 
individually and as families and as a community, to 
glorify Him in our times and context with a spirit of 
togetherness. 

Our new song will reflect that we are not a 
fragmented but a united community of faith seeking 
to worship the Lord who has brought us together to 

What’s next? 
– Let’s sing a new song 
 unto the Lord!
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serve Him and His people within and outside the 
church as one.

Unity is a precious gift that the Lord gives us in and 
through the Holy Spirit. As such, we are exhorted to 
strive to preserve this unity in Ephesians 4. 

The new large Sanctuary that is being built offers 
TMC PJ an opportunity to mature spiritually as a 
community of people to worship together in one 
corporate worship. 

Worshipping together as one community is a 
powerful symbol of bonding and as a way of life for 
God’s people in worship and service. 

1. Unity in togetherness: One worship service  
 symbolises strength in unity. The togetherness also  
 provides encouragement and the opportunity for  
 greater healing. As one community of faith,  
 having one corporate worship declares that we  
 are a community of gatherers, not dividers.

2. Unity in families worshipping together: 
 Having one corporate worship will promote  
 inter-generational services rather than individual  
 generational  services. Members of a family will be  
 able to  worship and serve together, thereby 
 restoring the importance of a family in 
 perpetuating the gospel and passing on the  
 Christian faith as exhorted in Deuteronomy 6.

3. Unity in the TMC PJ family worshipping together:  
 Whether old or young, all worshippers in TMC PJ  
 can grow and develop a sense of belonging  
 together. 

As each group may have different expressions 
and ways to worship, all can sing each other’s 
songs unto the Lord! After all, worship is about 
lifestyle for God’s glory, not worship styles. 

TMC PJ has an opportunity to help one another 
move away from worship style preferences to 
lifestyles that honour God, including preferring 
others’ preferences. 

Coming together in one worship also paves the 
way for the synergising and mobilising of our 
resources towards a fuller experience of worship 
and service on Sundays. 

4. Unity in learning and growing together: After the  
 corporate worship on Sunday, there will be time  
 for continual Christian nurturing, shared fellowship  
 and service/care. 

The space in the new building offers us the 
opportunity to spiritually grow and mature as a 
family on Sundays. Nurturing classes, equipping 
classes, prayer and ministry times, sharing of 
gospel, caring for the needy can follow the 
corporate worship on Sundays. 

The young and old can learn and grow together. 
As parents and older ones attend courses, 
Bible study or Small Groups for nurturing and 
discipleship, the young can learn too, taking the 
cue from the older ones. 

We see, we follow, we learn together – together, 
we understand that discipleship is life-long, 
embraced with humility and obedience to the 
Word of God.

“
”

This new song will be about honouring God unreservedly 
by turning to God; looking to Him, relying on Him, 

worshipping Him single-mindedly both individually and
as families and as a community, to glorify Him in our 

times and context with a spirit of togetherness. 
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5. Unity in witnessing and serving as our community 
 reaches out to the fragmented world: Following  
 point 4 above, a coming together as a community  
 of faith not just to worship but also to serve and to  
 witness can take place during the worship service. 

A social message of the power of love in action 
through our way of worship and way of life can 
be given an opportunity to be expressed. For 
example: Samaritan Hot Meals after Sunday 
service or provision of medical care/counsels or 
legal/financial counsels and/or parents support 
groups. 

As the Lord leads us, we let Him use us to bring 
about life-giving social and economic networks 
that speak of love in action, thus impacting our 
society where the church is the minority (Rodney 
Stark. The Rise of Christianity: How the Obscure, 
Marginal Jesus Movement Became the Dominant 
Religious Force in the Western World in a Few 
Centuries. Harper, 1997). 

This, I believe will inspire our young people who 
long to see an authentic church impacting their 
world, that we can be, and are the “salt and light” 
of the society we live in. 

It is my hope that our young people are inspired 
and encouraged to be part of the yeast that 
makes the good dough in their society through 
TMC PJ.

Through the above, we find ourselves working  
intentionally towards making disciples for Jesus  
Christ, preparing them from the youngest age  
possible and giving each other an experience of  
worshipping, serving and witnessing. 

This way, we can pave the way for the next  
generation of disciples of Jesus Christ through  
TMC PJ. 

Prayerfully, the church and all who join her can  
experience TMC PJ as a church filled with prayers,  
hymns, songs of worship, loving service and 
faithful witnessing.

Changes and challenges?
We are Easter people. Easter reminds us that Christ’s 
resurrection blew the minds of His disciples, brought 
about breakthroughs in their theological and 
religious mind-sets, brought about drastic changes in 
the way they look at themselves and others… what 
about us? 
 
What followed thereafter was the unstoppable 
spreading of the Gospel of Jesus Christ through 
transformed lives and preached word.

Yes, there will be changes to cope with. There will be 
adjustments to make. When we step out in faith to seek 
the Lord’s will and discharge what He has mandated 
us with, we know we can trust Him to provide us with 
the grace and resources to work things out and work 
things through. Let us be encouraged to look at 
the first church which emerged from the Easter 
experience -  it was a church of one heart and mind, 
worshipping the Lord and serving Him in togetherness. 
The Lord blessed them with His presence in 
marvellous ways and added to their number daily 
(Acts 2.42-47). Let us be courageous to put seeking 
His glory first in our lives as we make changes so that 
indeed as a church we emerge strong in our witness 
and worship of Him and paving the way for the next 
generation to do likewise.

Let us pray that the Spirit of God does not pass us by. I 
believe He hears our prayers. Let us make way for Him 
and His transforming and renewing power in each of 
our lives and the life of our family. God’s transforming 
grace brings about changes that make our lives 
fuller and richer – let us make way for Him as we step 
onto the new phase of the life of TMC PJ

Let not this opportunity go or TMC PJ will be deprived 
of a golden opportunity to sing a new song; to see 
a new day … to experience the power of the Holy 
Spirit bringing about His newness and His new ways 
amongst us.

Let us together sing a new song unto the Lord!

“
”

Worshipping together as one community is
a powerful symbol of bonding and as a way of life for 

God’s people in worship and service. 
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Looking at the left side of the altar wall in our 

Sanctuary will remind us of our Church mission … to 

make “Everyone a Disciple of Jesus Christ”. 

To achieve this, two paths have been set: The first, 

which started many years ago, was “Discipleship 

through Small Group life” and this is ongoing and 

growing. 

For the second, however, breath has yet to be 

fully given into the plan to make “Every Family a 

Wholesome Family in Christ”. But come next year, as 

we move into a larger Sanctuary, this thrust is set to 

come alive. And an integral part of this thrust is to 

bring our Church together for one Sunday worship 

service so that it includes everyone, seniors, adults, 

youth and children.

Before looking at this, though, let us first revisit the 

importance of wholesome families.

From the macro view, Pastor Rick Warren, author of 

The Purpose Driven Church and The Purpose Driven 
Life, has said in the context of nation building that 

“if you know anything about history, you know that 

where marriages (and families) are strong, cultures 

and nations and empires are strong” but when 

they “are weak, (then) cultures and nations are in 

decline …”. 

One Lord, One Church, One family 
= One worship

As we prepare to move into our new Sanctuary, let us also 
prepare to sing a New Song to our Lord

(i.e. let’s do things differently!)

By Andrew Wong

”“No church, community, or nation will rise higher
than the spiritual condition of its families

– NECF
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Supporting his view, the National Evangelical 

Christian Fellowship (NECF) in its introduction to 

the 2014 Family Needs Survey wrote: “No church, 

community, or nation will rise higher than the 

spiritual condition of its families. Healthy marriages 

and families build healthy churches, capable of 

impacting their communities and nation.” 

So from this we see that healthy marriages and 

wholesome families are the bedrock for building a 

strong nation … a nation for our future generations.

But, you might ask, “What has this to do with having 

one Sunday worship service in which adults and 

children come together?” 

A family that worships together …
As part of my reading, I came across the following 

observation by Ben Freudenburg, founder of the 

Family Friendly Partners Training Network (FFPTN), 

which provided much food for reflection: 

In advocating that a church should move from 

segregated adult- and youth- worship on Sundays 

to combined Family Worship, he noted that what is 

commonly happening is that many churches have 

“moved from a congregational community built 

on families to a church that separates children 

from their parents (so that) parents worship in an 

adult-only service while children go to a separate 

children’s church”.

As a result, he observed that “faith is less evident 

in teenagers’ lives than ever before. Families and 

marriages are also less valued. Children today 

consider their ‘families’ as those who care for and 

love them. Many do not define family in terms of the 

biological family”.

The hope, however, according to Freudenburg, is 

that when a congregation returns to the Biblical 

understanding of family ministry, the church will 

“find a wonderful connection between parents and 

children that can transform congregations”.

“Unchurched people will also be drawn to seek help 

from a church for their families and marriages,” he 

added,

Freudenburg’s conclusion sparked me to delve 

deeper into other opinions (as if in an attempt to try 

to disprove his advocacy …).

What I discovered, however, was more full support.

In an online post on desiringGod.org, its founder 

Pastor John Piper, was asked, “I’m wondering if a 

separate children’s time – completely apart from the 

Sunday gathering – is necessary.”

His reply, which I have condensed, is this: 

“God-centred worship is supremely important in 

family life and in the life of the church.

“The greatest stumbling block for children in worship 

is parents who don’t cherish doing that worship. 

Children can feel the difference between duty and 

delight. They know if dad loves being there.

“So, the first and most important job of a parent is to 

fall in love with the worship of God (as they) can’t 

impart what (they) don’t possess. 

“This is what you want children to catch … authentic, 

heartfelt worship is the most valuable thing in human 

experience. The aim is that the children catch the 

passion for worshipping God by watching mum and 

dad enjoy God week after week. 

“What would be the impact if, after years, children 

saw dad with his face in his hands praying during 

the prelude to worship? What would be the impact if 

they saw mum and dad beaming with joy in singing 

the praises of God? 

When a congregation returns to the Biblical understanding 
of family ministry, the church will ‘find a wonderful 

connection between parents and children that can 
transform congregations’.   – Ben Freudenburg from FFPTN
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“Millions of children never see their parents sing, let 

alone sing songs with joy to a great God. Something 

really seems wrong to me when parents want to take 

their children in their most formative years and put 

them with other children and other adults to shape 

their attitude and behaviour in worship rather than 

having them right there to shape them.”

On the fact that the worship service and the sermon 

message might be “over their heads”, Piper said, “It is 

supposed to be over their head. They are beginners!” 

But, he said, this should not be the reason for putting 

them with other children in their own situations and 

limitations so they can understand a word or two. 

Instead, we ought to immerse them.

“Long before children understand fully what is going 

on in worship and what is sung and what is said, 

they are absorbing tremendous amounts of what is 

valuable. And this is true even if they say they are 

bored,” Piper pointed out.

With perseverance, he added, music and words will 

become familiar. 

“The message of the music (will) start to sink in. The 

form of the service (will) start to feel natural. Even 

if most of the sermon goes right over their heads, 

experience has shown that children hear and 

remember remarkable things. The content of the 

prayers and the songs and the sermon gives parents 

unparalleled opportunity to teach their children the 

great truths of the faith. 

“If parents would only learn to query their children 

after the service and then explain things to them, it 

would become enormously valuable for their long-

term growth in the knowledge of God.”

Holy Spirit, you are welcome in
this place
On another challenge of having one worship 

service – whether the style should be traditional, 

contemporary or blended – Dr Surendran 

Thuraisingham, who is Trinity Methodist Church 

Petaling Jaya’s (TMC PJ) Elective Steward, shared 

another article.

I feel compelled to mention Dr Suren because he 

was once a staunch champion of maintaining 

distinct and separate worship services as we enter 

the new Sanctuary.

The article he shared was written in 2014 by Joan 

Huyser-Honig for the Calvin Institute of Christian 

Worship for the study and renewal of worship and 

referenced a Reformed church in Chicago in the 

United States, that used to have both a traditional 

service and a contemporary service. 

“Today, everyone attends a single, Sunday-morning 

service. It’s not blended worship … instead, the 

worship renewal results from slowly and yet actively 

responding to the Holy Spirit,” she wrote.

But back in this Reformed church’s early days that 

bear many parallels with TMC PJ, it grew “till it had to 

offer two Sunday morning worship services”.

“As praise music and seeker-sensitive models swept 

through (many US) churches, the two Sunday 

morning services developed very distinct worship 

styles,” she wrote. 

“Yet attendance declined. Members who remained 

worked harder (but) more people left. The church 

no longer felt like one congregation united in 

worship and outreach.” 

Huyser-Honig noted that “this is the lifecycle stage 

that marks the beginning of the end for many 

congregations”. 

However, this Reformed church found a way to bring 

about worship renewal. 

“
”

The aim is that children catch the passion for 
worshipping God by watching mum and dad enjoy 

God week after week.    – Ps John Piper
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It began in 2012 when her newly installed pastor 

started having “conversations with elders who in 

turn had one-on-one conversations in small groups, 

asking people, ‘What do you see? What would help 

us as a church to reach out more to our community?’”

This led to the realisation that the different services 

worked against unity and that the energy poured 

into two sets of morning volunteers could be better 

spent. 

The Reformed church initially did not know what 

form her new worship service would take, but Huyser-

Honig wrote that the congregation agreed to start 

with scripture and explore renewal together. 

In hindsight, it was a renewal in which people 

“redirected their worship conversations away from 

what they liked or disliked – or judged as right or 

wrong – toward what helped open others to the Holy 

Spirit’s leading. 

“Worship conversations began to focus on glorifying 

and experiencing the Triune God together,” she 

said, adding that the church congregation started 

“using the phrase ‘all on and all in’ to describe each 

person’s role in worship. 

Worship is a verb 
Before this Reformed church’s renewal process, 

many members equated worship with music or 

talked about it as a style. 

However, gradually, their understanding shifted to 

see worship as a verb or action in which worshippers 

could have many opportunities to participate. 

“They could attend a readers’ workshop on new 

ways to read, present and recite scripture. They 

could dress the sanctuary for liturgical seasons, 

sing songs spanning a variety of musical styles and 

time periods, share brief testimonies and experience 

times of silence in worship,” Huyser-Honig wrote.

“A few years ago, worship changes evoked 

comments such as, ‘Those drums distract me’ or 

‘Those old hymns don’t speak to me’ or ‘Only the 

pastor should offer prayer’. 

“There’s a different spirit (in the Reformed church) 

now,” she said, concluding that the congregation is 

now seeing that worship is no longer about us, but 

about experiencing our One living God in action. 

I pray this will happen at TMC PJ so that we can 

worship our One and Only God as One Family, with 

One Heart and in One Service.

”“Worship conversations began to focus on glorifying and 
experiencing the Triune God together.

 – Joan Huyser-Honig
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God’s boundless 
love throughout the 
day are vivid and 
pleasing reminders 
of God’s care and 
presence with us. 
He calls us to share 
His love with others. 
Caught up with the 
world, our busyness, 
worries and fears fill our lives with debris preventing 
us to be effective channels of God’s refreshing love 
and life-giving water.

Lent is a period of renewal, inviting us to slow down 
to look within, to self-examine and to allow God’s 
transforming power to recharge us for a fresh start 
on His purpose for us.

Being attentive to God’s nudges to go where He 
leads, He enables us to grow in faith and to move in 
tune with Him.

Attending Holy Week services, we heard, learnt and 
experienced what Christ went through that we may 
know Him more and live in close relationship with 
Him. 

Through the sermons of Pastor Reverend Datuk 
Jerry Dusing (President of Sijil Borneo Sabah), we 
learnt that Christ looks into the heart. He wants 
us to acknowledge our limitations and failings so 
that He can help us to move on. Christ is the One 
who receives our brokenness and puts us together 
again.

As God’s people, we are to remember that we are 
tent-dwellers merely passing through this world and 
heading back to God. We are to keep our altars 
fresh so that we have God with us always. We are to 
stay rooted in faith, not rooted in the world.

The Lord is not expecting us to be perfect but when 
we yield completely to Almighty God, to trust and 
obey Him alone, He will work in us and restore us. 

Confiding that the Lord had stopped me running 
to walk with Him, Pastor Dusing posed me a loaded 
question to reflect upon: “Do you walk with a limp?”

The message on Maundy Thursday brought home 

the need to stay 
alert and to seek 
the Lord with all 
our heart for divine 
guidance and 
protection. 

Exposed anew to 
the illustrations of 
the stations of the 

cross on Good Friday brought a grim reminder of 
the cost of each step borne by the Lord. He had 
given His life as an offering for our sin. He had 
taken our pain and bore our suffering that we may 
be reconciled to God the Father.

Celebrating with the Samaritan Ministry Easter 
Worship on Saturday at YMCA, we were blessed with 
the full import of the message: Thy kingdom come 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Just as “resurrection” meant life returned to a body 
that was dead, we have been called to partner God 
to minister to a decaying world and to build His new 
world. God has blessed us to help Him colonize the 
earth with the life of heaven.

Sunrise services unfolded to me the wonders and 
awesomeness of God’s entry into each new day. He 
pushed away the clouds of darkness to let His light 
shine through . . .
 
We know and feel the joy of Easter because Christ 
has risen: The Risen Son has come to dispel the 
gloom and darkness of Friday!

When we live in the light of the Lord and allow our 
soul to be ravished by His love, we can indeed 
rejoice with unspeakable joy. The Lord our God has 
come!

Jesus has called us to drink to the full His presence. 
His goodness and His unending love. It helps to 
experience and remember afresh the full meaning 
and message of Easter to affirm with no uncertainty 
that our Lord has risen – He lives in our hearts!

Only through the eyes of faith
can we see the unwavering hand

of God at work -  in our lives!

connect | FEATURE

Easter 2017
By Jessie Chiew
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Experiencing God
“I may not have been certain about starting this course 

but I am certainly glad that I was part of this shared 
experience,”  says Paul Linus Andrew

My wife was keen to join 
the Experiencing God 
course but I must confess 
I was rather hesitant. I was 
concerned that my work 
commitments would make 
it difficult to commit to the 
schedule. I think we may 
have been the last two 
candidates to sign up the 
Sunday before the first 
session. And so on the 7th of 
March, we met our facilitator, 
Wong Choong Meng and 
our 11 course mates, with 
no real understanding as 
to what this course would 
entail. The first session was 
to help us understand the 
structure of the course and 
then all of us had to sign a 
covenant to commit to this 
study for the duration of the 
course. There was now no turning back!

Experiencing God is a 13-week course that consisted 
of 12 units of study. Each unit had five mandatory 
daily lessons to be covered each week. The central 
piece in Blackaby’s Experiencing God study is the 
“Seven Realities of Experiencing God”, a scaffolding 
upon which the rest of the study builds upon. The 
first four units deal with knowing God’s nature, 
doing His will, being a servant and understanding 
that God invites us to become involved with Him.  
The remaining units expand on the concept of the 
seven “realities.”

The authors desire participants to have a ‘life-
transforming encounter with God’ (p 10) as we 
studied the materials. This required us to spend time 
meditating and reflecting on the material. At the 
end of each daily lesson, we were encouraged to 
review the lesson and commit to prayer, things that 
were of personal application to us. At the end of the 
week of daily readings, we met as a group to share 

our thoughts, reflect as a 
group on our experiences, 
and then watched the 
accompanying DVD that 
helped bring the different 
elements together.

The study also encourages 
us to follow each 
component one day at a 
time to allow God and the 
Holy Spirit to speak to our 
hearts. Thus, experiencing 
God is a commitment to 
‘Seek first His kingdom and 
His righteousness, and all 
these things will be given 
to you as well. Therefore, do 
not worry about tomorrow, 
for tomorrow will worry 
about itself. Each day has 
enough trouble of its own’ 
(Matt. 6:33-34).

A fundamental aspect of the study is that it 
encourages participants to develop an intimate, 
God-centred relationship with the Almighty that is 
real and personal.  Thus, ‘Knowing God does not 
come through a programme, a study, or a method. 
Knowing God comes through a relationship with 
a Person. This is an intimate love relationship with 
God. Through this relationship, God reveals Himself, 
His purposes, and His ways and He invites you to join 
Him where He is already at work.’ (p 8)

The intimate relationship with God is not limited to 
the individual, but extends to family relationships. 
God is always at work around us, in the lives of our 
spouses or children. Beyond the family, an intimate 
relationship with God also extends to the body of 
Christ. The Church is a living organism with God 
as the Author of the Church and Jesus His Son 
as the Head of the Church. The Holy Spirit equips 
each member to function in the body of Christ and 
God has a specific assignment for all in the body 
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of Christ for the furtherance of His Kingdom. The 
body of Christ too must be Christ-centred. Effective 
body life begins when each member is rightly 
related to God in an intimate love relationship. Right 
relationships with God and each other are more 
important than buildings, budgets, plans, projects 
and programmes (pp 218-223).

Beyond the confines of our Church, the module 
introduced the concept of Koinonia, described 
as the fullest possible partnership and fellowship 
with God and believers in the wider circle of the 
Kingdom. For, ‘…if we walk in the light, as He is in 
the light, we have fellowship with one another, 
and the blood of Jesus, His Son, purifies us from 
all sin’ (1 John 1:7). Again, this expansion of the 
Kingdom of God is not possible without the body 
of believers experiencing God through an intimate 
and personal love relationship. These relationships, 
if developed in accordance with pursuit of a love 
relationship with God, allow for unlimited potential 
in the hands of God. 

Many powerful and deeply profound moments 
encapsulate the experience of ‘Experiencing 
God’. For example, very early on, we were asked to 
describe our relationship with God. Could I sincerely 
say to God, ‘I love You with all my heart’? (p 53). I 
found that I had always felt that God loved me or 
that I obey Him but I had never reflected on this 
aspect of my relationship with God. This declaration 
of love however is crucial as ‘God created us for a 
love relationship with Him’ (p53).

Because my relationship with God is real and 

personal, I realised that Christianity is not just a 
religion but also a relationship. Often I find that I am 
guilty of compartmentalising God. God is part of my 
life during my quiet time but for the rest of the day, 
God is boxed up in the corner of my mind. However, 
mercifully, our God always pursues us! I discovered 
the need to develop spiritual concentration, to 
be alert to the presence of God in all my daily 
activities. Admittedly, I have been guilty of trying to 
micro-manage God!  I had also never considered 
the significance of an intimate relationship with 
God beyond the individual to include the wider 
community of faith and this was a powerful insight.
There were so many new and interesting 
perspectives that I encountered and more 
importantly experienced. The opportunity to share 
and be part of a group seeking to experience God 
was undoubtedly an important component. I may 
not have been certain about starting this course 
but I am certainly glad that I was part of this shared 
experience.

Thirteen of us began this journey of discovery on 
the 14th of March 2017 with much uncertainty 
and trepidation. Some like me, came without fully 
understanding what “Experiencing God” entailed. 
At the end of that journey, with much strength drawn 
from God, self-reflection and the guidance of a very 
patient and tolerant facilitator, we certainly found a 
deeper understanding of what experiencing God 
truly entails.  I recognise that human fallibility may 
often disrupt my relationship with God but I am 
assured by the promise that ‘…the plans of the Lord 
stand firm forever, the purposes of His heart through 
all generations.’ (Psalm 33:11) 
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Our Lord Jesus Christ said in John 3:5 “Unless 
one is born of water and Spirit, he cannot enter 
the kingdom of God.” Article XVII of the Book of 
Discipline of the Methodist Church in Malaysia states, 
“Baptism is not only a sign of profession and mark 
of difference whereby Christians are distinguished 
from others that are not baptised; but it is also a sign 
of regeneration of the new birth….” As such, believers 
become members of God’s covenant community 
(church) through baptism.

At TMC PJ, those interested to become members of 
TMC PJ are required to attend the Adult Baptism, 
Confirmation and Membership class which is held 
twice a year. Each class spans a period of 4 months. 
The first class for 2017 began on 21st January 2017. 
Clarion spoke to some of the participants to obtain 
their feedback….. 

Angeline Loo comes from a non-Christian home and 
she came to know Christ at the age of 11, through 
her sister who shared the Good News with her. She 
started studying the Bible when she attended school 
Christian fellowships and Navigators. She joined the 
Baptism class at TMC PJ to publicly declare her faith 
and to get a deeper understanding of the Christian 
faith. In her opinion, attending the class provided her 
with the foundations for Christian growth. Although 
the Bible provides fundamental knowledge about 
God and His kingdom, the Baptism class provided 
an avenue for sharing, discussion and clarification 
of questions and doubts. Angeline found the class 
interesting, inspiring and intellectually stimulating. 
She felt the presence of the Holy Spirit during the 
class and at the end of each class, she found herself 
desiring more knowledge and looking forward to 
the next class. Praise be to God! 

At the end of the course, Angeline feels that she 
knows God more intimately and has a clearer 
understanding of the role, responsibility and 
terminologies used in the Methodist Church. An 
important aspect for her during the class was the 
opportunity to denounce previous non-Christian 
practices through the session ‘the steps to 
freedom in Christ’. Originating from a non-Christian 
background, this was especially significant to 
Angeline. What next? Angeline says that she plans 

to “expose myself to various ministries at TMC PJ and 
find avenues to serve and contribute, bearing in 
mind that we are serving Christ and not men.”       

Chan Chung Meng came to know the Lord at the 
age of 12 when a relative encouraged him and his 
non-Christian cousins to attend a Church youth 
camp. Although he was greatly touched during 
the camp, he went through “a period of floating 
without God”. During that time, he encountered 
many occasions and various people where he felt 
that Christ was constantly pursuing and inviting him 
into a relationship with Him. Eventually, he joined the 
Navigators in 2012 and accepted Christ.  Attending 
the Baptism class at TMC PJ 
was his first step in wanting 
to know more about Christ 
and to know Him intimately. 
It was also to understand the 
importance and the need to 
obey and be faithful to Christ 
and His Church. He found a 
meaningful and wholesome 
introduction to Christ and 
His Church in the book 
“Foundation for Christian 
Growth” compiled by TRAC. 

With the guidance of the Holy Spirit and explanations 
provided by Pastor Ting and Church leaders, Chung 
Meng found greater clarity and understanding of 
the role of the Church as well as his responsibility 
towards the Church. At the end of the course, Chung 
Meng understood that in everything he should 
remain faithful and
trust in God’s plan, 
timing and purpose 
for his life. When asked
how he plans to 
serve TMC PJ, 
Chung Meng replied 
he would “pray for 
the Holy Spirit
to further lead me 
in becoming 
a part of 
Christ’s body.”   

Baptism, Confirmation and Membership 
Class at TMC PJ

Clarion talks to two participants of the
recently concluded Baptism Class 
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Come and see...
By Jessie Chiew

An opening prayer in our worship service started with:
Empower us to praise You not with words and 

actions
which come from outside us, but from within us.
Dwell in us more fully that we may sing to You

with all our being.

For many of us in our comfort zone we are often guilty 
of being rich in things and poor in soul. It reinforces 
the wisdom in Proverbs 30:

Give me neither poverty nor riches
But give me only my daily bread
Otherwise I may have too much

And disown You . . .

God is always at work around us. He comes to direct 
our steps whenever we turn to Him to ask Him. He 
comes to teach us and to show us through some of 
His image-bearers the very essence of the ‘outpouring 
of the soul!’

Attending an evening session at the Trinity Centre in 
Brickfields, we were caught up and swept along with 
worship and devotion service at its primeval best.

With a couple of guitars rotated within a simply 
talented group, a tambourine and a beat box, we 
were invited and drawn into singing out to the Lord.

The rhythm and beat permeated into every fibre 
of our being and kept the hands clapping and 
feet stomping. It was impromptu, spontaneous, 
uninhibited soul-to-soul reaching out to the Lord, to 
the One who always hears us, through these divinely 
inspired lyrics:

You are the strength when I am weak
You are the treasure that I seek

You are my all in all.
Seeking You as a precious jewel

Lord to give up I’d be a fool
You are my all in all.

Lack of possessions, lack of comfort lend credence 
to the petition. Blessed indeed are the meek and the 
poor in spirit. Nothing stands between them and God 
Almighty.

Taking my sin, my cross, my shame,
rising again I bless Your name

You are my all in all.
When I fall down You pick me up

When I am dry You fill my cup
You are my all in all.

Calling out in an artless and heartful plea, singing 
with buoyancy, and in total surrender to God who 
knows all. He is the One who provides and sustains us 

through all the ups and downs. He is sovereign and 
the One in control -  

Jesus, lamb of God
Worthy is His name.

We do not need to have a lot to give. We went without 
having much to give but we came away humbled, 
and thoroughly enriched by the experience. 

Our benevolent Creator God made every one of us 
with equal measures of love. We are His masterpiece, 
made in His image to share His enduring and 
overwhelming love, wrapping us ever closer within His 
bond of love.

God is just, God is fair.

Those poor in possessions have come through rich 
in spirit. They had illustrated and illumined for us their 
total surrender to God, leaning on His strength and 
delighting in His unfailing providence. They responded 
through their joyful abandonment in making music 
to Him, singing praises to Him. 

There is peace in knowing that whatever we do and 
wherever we go, we go with God. Everyday in itself is 
a gift from God and His blessing to us.He wants us to 
be glad, happy and joyful. This is the day that the 
Lord has made. Let us rejoice and be glad in it. When 
we allow ourselves to be bogged down with too 
many things, He brings others along to show us how 
to live simply to simply live and rejoice before Him..

Poor in things but rich in soul, and with God dwelling 
is us, we can sing out to Him with all our being . . . He 
is our all in all.

The simple humble ones know how to cede control 
to Almighty God, the source of our sustenance, the 
source of our being. It comes natural to them to: -

SORAKLAH HALLELUYAH!

Those chosen by God are clothed with gladness. 
They shout for joy and sing! Body and soul united in 
prayer, in heartfelt prayer!
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So many are burdened by worries, anxieties, 

fears and guilt.  Jesus said, “Come to me, 
all you who are weary and 
burdened and I will give 
you rest’ (Matthew 11:28)

I would like to share with 

you briefly my personal 

Alpha experience and 

the monumental gains 

that I have received from 

it.

I have been a Christian all my life 

and have been a reasonably regular 

church goer. While I felt that going to 

church and worshipping God would suffice 

and would fulfill my Christian obligations, I 

found that it was not so.  There was something 

that was intrinsically missing in my life. All my 

achievements in my personal life and career did not 

bring me permanent satisfaction or fulfillment, only 

temporary.  Over time I lost control of my life, because 

I took charge of my life. I was desperately trying to 

find myself and the missing puzzle.

In the year 2015, there was an introduction about the 

Alpha course during the worship service. I decided 

to register and find out for myself if this course could 

indeed shed some light on the problems that I was 

experiencing in my life and with the hope of finding 

the solution. I faithfully attended all the 12 sessions. 

I had many challenging questions that I asked and 

I have to acknowledge that the Alpha team was 

kind, nurturing and patient in their responses. I also 

came across other participants who had similar 

questions and the sessions were well managed, 

highly interactive and exciting as I slowly but surely 

saw the missing puzzle in my life unfold.

I felt the sessions so motivating, inspiring and fulfilling 

that I always looked forward to the next small group 

session.  The weekend away 

was especially exciting 

with video presentations 

and interactive games but 

the most memorable was 

the humbling and renewing 

experience of receiving the 

Holy Spirit.

At the end of the Alpha 

course, I was completely 

transformed and felt a sense 

of freedom. The transformation 

was the result of finding the 

missing puzzle in my life. It is having 

a relationship with our Lord and Saviour Jesus 

Christ.  When we allow Jesus to come into our 

lives, He transforms us from within.  He will free us 

from the burdens and bondages that were holding 

us back and He will take charge of our lives and be 

our Protector and Provider.  I was lost but now I am 

found.

Since 2016, I have been a part of the Alpha ministry 

as a facilitator sharing my life transforming 

experience that I have found in Jesus Christ with 

others who are seeking the missing puzzle in their 

lives.

At the Alpha celebration on 4th June 2017, 

the participants were asked to volunteer their 

testimonies and the church was invited to witness 

their life transforming 

experience. This year, 

we had 13 participants 

who testified. 

Proclaiming their faith 

in our Lord Jesus Christ 

brings glory and praise 

to our Heavenly Father.  

Here are some of their 

testimonies.

connect | FEATURE 

Alpha 2017 
– a closure with transformed lives

By Jabaraj Vincent   

Jabaraj Vincent
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Testimonies from some of the participants

Doreen Chong joined the Alpha which was conducted in Mandarin.  She did 
not believe in the Lord Jesus Christ.  Through the course, she experienced God’s 
love and learnt of how Jesus Christ forgave sinners by dying on the cross and 
also taught us to forgive others.  She was so touched by the love of the Lord 
Jesus Christ and accepted Him as her Lord and Saviour.  As of that day, she 
believed in Jesus Christ, the truth of the Bible and happy to be part of God’s 
family.

Alpha answered many 
of Kwong Chiew 
Kent unanswered 
questions and drew 
him close to God.  Not 
only has he gained 
knowledge and a 
better understanding 
about being a 
Christian, he gained 
a new family through 
journeying with 
everyone in Alpha.

Julius Yap
 testified how he 
was blessed with 
the experience 
of the Holy 
Spirit during the 
weekend away 
when he felt God’s 
peace.

Eddie Hue affirmed that God clearly led his wife and him to Alpha.  God 
changed him to be a better person.  Discontent and resentment which were 
part of his life was gradually taken over by happiness, love and understanding 
towards others.  Even his wife testified that he is a transformed man.  Eddie 
hungered to read the Bible to learn and get to know more about God’s love 
and His promises, something he had missed out all these years.

Carol Chew felt God’s 
love, joy and peace 
while journeying 
through Alpha.  The 
most joyous moment 
was when her son, 
Danny Wong opened 
his heart to our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus 
Christ.

Chin Pik Chun 
e x p e r i e n c e d 
God’s healing 
powers during the 
weekend away.  The 
excruciating pain 
in her left knee 
disappeared when 
she called upon 
God’s divine healing upon her,  after the 
video session on “Does God heal today?”.  
This experience drew her closer to God.
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Danny Wong joined 
Alpha without knowing 
very much about Jesus 
Christ.  He experienced 
God’s love through 
his small group when 
they prayed for him.  
He journeyed through 
Alpha and found God 
to be true and always 

there for him.  He was touched and opened his 
heart to accept our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Tan Sui Yen learnt 
that Christianity is not 
based on blind faith. 
God gives wisdom and 
understanding.  She 
started searching more 
through reading the 
Bible and her faith grew.  
God is real and she felt 
His peace.  He is our 

Shepherd, our Heavenly Father and our Friend.  
Her life was transformed from that moment.

All the participants who journeyed through Alpha 

have experienced God’s love, joy, peace and 

goodness in one way or another.  Praise God 

for reaching out and touching their hearts and 

transforming them.  

At the end of the Alpha course, many participants 

who accepted Jesus Christ as their Lord and 

Saviour committed themselves to being a part of 

the Alpha ministry just as I had and many before 

me and many more to come.  In order to assist the 

participants in their continuous journey with the 

Lord, the participants are connected to a church 

managed small group nearest to them.

We thank our Heavenly Father for his continuous 

guidance and blessing of the Alpha ministry and 

the many that He has brought to serve.  The Alpha 

team is indeed privileged and honored to be 

of service to the Almighty God who created the 

heavens and the earth.  

Worship time

Table fellowship

Worship team

F&B team
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Fullness of life  
By Jessie Chiew

When we walk with the Lord
In the light of His word
what a glory
He sheds on our way,
while we live out His will
He abides in us still . . . .

Walking with the Lord
keeps us in the light
which no darkness can 
overwhelm.
He broadens the path
so that our feet
would not turn.

Following Him
we learn
humility, gentleness and 
patience,
He stays as our shade by day
and our shelter by night.

Our God knows us fully
and loves us completely.
He lets us know
that we are His children,
imperfect but adored.

He does not ignore our sins
but forgives us
whenever we go to Him.

Our God Almighty
made heaven and earth.
He made us with boundless love
and watches over us from above.

Our heavenly Father is the vine,
we are His branches,
nourished and sustained by Him.
All we have needed
His hands have provided.
He stays with us
and within us.

With an open heart
we continue to receive
His many and daily blessings.
With God by our side
we can count our blessings
every step of the way
all through each and every day.

He is our Shepherd
who leads, guides 
and protects us,
letting us lie down in green 
pastures,
leading us beside the still waters,
restoring our souls.

He is our comfort, our shelter,
our tower of refuge and strength,
hearing all our cries,
feeling our every pain.

Above all, 
He has given us His peace,
not as the world gives –
He plants His serenity
in our hearts
and lends us His strength 
to lean on
as He keeps us unafraid.

He is our Saviour,
mighty to save.
He lifted me out of the slimy pit
set my feet upon a rock,
gave me a firm place to stand
and put a new song in my mouth.
He is my God
whom I earnestly seek –
My whole being longs for Him
in this dry and thirsty land.

To Him I lift up my soul
for He has come
to show me the way
and teach me His path.
No one whose hope is in Him
will ever be put to shame.

Knowing that our God
stays with us,
never leaving nor forsaking us
enables us to rejoice always
in this new life,
in this fullness of life
as He walks with us 
and talks with us.

Embraced by His love
and with hearts overflowing,
let us give thanks to Him,
adore Him, worship Him
and sing praises to Him,
our one and only God,
the God above all other gods.

Knowing our God
gives us heaven on earth
and the pricelessness
of His endless love
all through the days
of our lives
now and forevermore.
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Called home to eternal rest
”Jesus said, I am the resurrection and I am life. Those who believe in me, even though they die yet shall they 
live. And whoever lives and believes in me shall never die. I am the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and 
the end, the first and the last. I died, and behold I am alive for evermore, and I hold the key of hell and death. 
Because I live, you shall live also.” - The Word of Grace – (UMH pg. 871)

The following members of TMC PJ were called home to eternal rest. Our condolences to their family members.

SAMUEL KAM SHEUNG WOO

Called home in
April, 2017

CHIEW  nee LING SIOK TING

Called home in
April, 2017

KOW SIN BEE, MAY

Called home in
April, 2017

TAN @ CHEN YONG SIEN

Called home in
April, 2017

CH’NG ENG HOCK

Called home in
April, 2017

LING @ LIN SIOK KEW

Called home in
May, 2017

PEACE WOODHULL

Called home in
May, 2017

MARY KAM nee WONG YOKE CHIN

Called home in
March, 2017

LEE LIN YEW

Called home in
April, 2017

JOYCE MUI

Called home in
May, 2017
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Meet the newly baptised and new 
members of our community of faith
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Cassandra Ann & Jacob Noel,
with parents Ruth & Vincent Jabaraj

Wong Whye Loong & Nicol Yun Zhi, 
with Nancy Kong (wife/mother) and Natalie 

(daughter/sister)

Yeo Kok Seng & Alice Chow
Alice was transferred from Doulos Presbyterian 

Church PJ

“Kelvin” Tarmenteran Balakrishnan and his wife 
and two children Nadia Sriraj & Alfred Raaj

Nickson Lee Jia Jun with twin brother Clement 
and parents Mr & Mrs Lee Kai Mun

Dominic Lim Tze Hao
with brother Daniel,  daddy Ti-Nod &

mummy Cindy
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Phuah Lay Bee

Khao Suat Lan

Tai Mun Keet

Wong Kam Yok
(transferred from St 

Andrew Presbyterian 
Church KL)

Angeline Loo Siaw  
Chuing & 

Chan Chung Meng 
(Mr & Mrs Chan)

Prudence Peter

Albert Lim Kheng Ee

HarryDass 
Kanasabai

Daniel Chan Weng Yin

Meet the newly baptised and new   members of our community of faith

Amanda Oh Hui Yee
with parents Reuben & Vicky Oh

Alexandra Christine Low
with her mother Amelia Low

 Adeline Chuah Bee Ying
with her parents James and Grace Chuah
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Meet the newly baptised and new   members of our community of faith

The Tohs – Jern Yoong, Daniel, Michelle & Jern Ling
Daniel & Michelle were transferred from EnTao 

Methodist Church Sibu & Wesley Methodist 
Church Sibu, respectively

Osmond Wei Yi & Lavender Wei Huey
son & daughter of Dr Ling KU & Dr Loo Pei Ling 

with sisters Anya & Mia

Chloe Choong Xiao Ern & Grace Yip Wan 
Ching sister/mother of Amanda & Marc 
Choong Grace Yip was transferred from 

Chinese Methodist Church (Cantonese) KL

Christian Tsang Kay Sheng
with parents Christine & Wai Meng

William Tan Kuan Seng & son
Nicodemus Tze Sern, 

with Amy Kum (wife/mother)

Khoo Kian Jun
with parents Mr & Mrs Khoo Cheng Eng 

& sister Swee Yen
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Meet the newly baptised and new 
members of our community of faith

Datuk Christopher Thiagarajah & son Andrew 
Thiagarajah with Natasha (daughter/sister)

& Sharinee (wife/mother)

Adrielle Koo Tze Wei
daughter of Albert & Adele Koo

The Hongs – Susanna, Esther & Sophia
family of Pastor Joshua, 

were transferred from JB Wesley Methodist Church

Zephanie Anak Hanable Sunday
with mum Jin Hong and sister Melissa Umang

Rayna Asha Leong I-Jey
with sister Carita, dad Bob, mum Christine and 

baby brother Aiden

Justin James Yuen Mun Kin
son of James & Jocelyn Yuen with sister Ju;iet 

and brother Jared 

Nylles Rajasooria
son of Edwin & Shiela Rajasooria
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TMC PJ birthday celebration 
with our members aged 80 years and above

1 2 3

1
2

3
4

5
6

Ng Kar Foo

Ruth Bauhinia Wong 

Colleen Ling

Alice Ooi Choo Lang

Dr Estelle Thavaraj

Paul Wong Kok Seng

Wong Sue Sin

Peter Fung Wye Yan

Lily Kam Lee Ching

Ng Kar Foo

Ruth Bauhinia Wong 

Colleen Ling

1 1 4

2 2 5

3 3 6

JUNE JULY
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6

8
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Cleopas Lim

Betty Lau Poh Yoke Lau

Doris Lee Yoke Chee

Ngooi nee U Yong Doong

1

2

3

4

APRIL

Molly Yuen Miu Chan

Yap Yun Kin

Joy Jayaratnam 

Sockalingam (Loke Swan Yen)

Evelyn Ng Kam Yuen

Wong May Lian

Shirley Tham Choi Mun

Ruby Putra

Kim Khoo Cheng Oo

Chan Chiang Heng

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

MAY

10
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Street feeding - what is it like? 
11 of our youths give Clarion an insight into

their street feeding experiences on 22nd April, 2017
@ YMCA Brickfields, KL 

Street feeding-cum-
participation in 
community service was 
a great experience for 
me, something that I 
have been wanting to 
do for a long time.

I loved how everything 
was so organised 

and systematic, the way the food should be 
wrapped, the way to serve, the way we should 
gently tap on the shoulder of those who cannot 
see to tell them that their meals were ready. 
Also, I have to admit that I was quite surprised 
that those who came for the meals were very 
much like us. There were some who came for 
the food, some for the worship, some for a cold 
Chinese tea or teh tarik to cool down from the 
scorching heat. 

As new helpers, we made some mistakes along 
the way, but the uncles and aunties there 
guided us patiently : “Remember we are serving 
them, not giving them”. These words were with 
me the whole time as I was serving and meant 
so much more because the act of serving 
was filled with love, respect, acceptance and 
kindness. 

After an hour and a half, my first street feeding 
experience ended. While I was standing out 
there, escorting some late comers and refilling 
some empty cups and bottles; a woman with 
many bags and a walking stick, stopped in 
front of me and stretched out her hands. I 
slipped my hands into hers as she said “thank 
you”. These two simple words made my day – 
they meant much more than ever before! This 
showed how much our efforts meant to those 
in need and it ignited that little flame in my 
heart to continue serving others rather than to 
be served.

– Adeline Chuah

A few weeks ago, our TMC PJ youth confirmation 
class was invited to attend a street feeding 
in Brickfields. This was my first time and the 
experience was truly memorable!

We arrived before noon and were briefed by a 
lovely lady. She explained the do’s and don’ts of 
street feeding and I was a little overwhelmed by 
the sheer amount of “regulations” but I hoped 
for the best. We then began the preparation 
process. I was assigned to place a potato on 
every plate, then pass it along the line. We all 
played small roles in this process which was 
meant to achieve something far greater. 

Soon after, the guests began to arrive. We 
greeted them joyously and offered them drinks 
before food.  We helped some of them who 
needed help to get to the seats and tables.  
When everyone was seated, we began serving 
the meals to all our guests. A notable moment 
for me was when I had to serve the food to a 
blind lady. I had been instructed to tap her left 
shoulder so that she was aware of my presence 
and that the food was ready to be served to 
her.  I then placed the food and drink in front of 
her and guided her hand to the plate. 

All in all, the street feeding had been a 
humbling experience which I surely would not 
forget. It is a bold reminder that despite how 
high and mighty we may have regarded our 
society, there are always people “getting the 
bad roll of the dice”. 
Therefore, we should 
always be willing to 
lend a helping hand 
to those in need.

– Nylles Rajasooria
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It was my first experience going for street feeding. I was surprised to see so many 
less fortunate people gathering there. Some were blind and some had difficulty 
walking. I was a little nervous and did not really know what to do. Later on,  
we received instructions on what to do and how to help out. We were taught 
how to wrap their lunch packs in a certain way. We also learned how to serve 
the food. However, I did not get the opportunity to connect with any of them 
nor help the physically handicapped. I would say that they seemed kind, even 
though I did not get to know them. 

It was a mixed feeling - I was nervous but I was really glad to be able to serve at 
the same time.

– Amanda Oh

On 22nd April 2017, I had this wonderful opportunity to serve again as a volunteer at the street feeding.  
The experience was a familiar scene as this was not my first time. As I was being briefed, I realised that 
different people indeed had different personalities. Some were aggressive and some were kind. 

At about 1.30 pm, people started filling up the place. I saw many, many faces. As we started serving 
them, I realised that we had so often taken things for granted. Out there, so many people have lost their 
homes and family, maybe even a limb and sight but instead of feeling bitter, they appreciated the care 
and the love showed to them in the street feeding sessions. 

From this street feeding session, I learned one thing – simple but true.
IT WAS TO BE GRATEFUL. It is a simple truth, yet many have taken this for granted. 
We are living in a world that is never satisfied, but look at these homeless 
people -  some were smiling and laughing over their simple curry rice and tea. 

Sometimes we should stop and reflect on how much God has given us,  
be grateful and share the love with others. God Bless.

– Ernest Toh Jern Yoong

I would say that my street feeding experience was definitely something that was 
eye-opening. Serving the homeless people had reminded me to be grateful 
and thankful to God for giving me a home and loving family. 

I was part of the  “medical” team - a so-called nurse, taking care of the 
registration, then showing the patients to the doctor on duty and so on. As I 
was reading the cards of the patients, it was sad to know that some of them 
have suffered back pains or knee pains for at least a year. 

This was indeed a humbling exposure for me - to be able to share kindness and 
compassion with those who were less fortunate.  Participating in this ministry 
has also taught me not to be boastful about how much I have, nor complain 
about things that I do not have, but be grateful every day for God’s blessings.

I am so thankful to Rev. Ting, Auntie Siew Hong, Auntie Lai Fong and others who had volunteered us to 
be part of the street feeding team.

– Jern Ling
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As the date for the street feeding 
drew nearer, I was getting excited and 
looking forward to such an eye-opening 
experience! I love the thought of helping 
someone regardless of whoever they may 
be. 

The day of street feeding eventually came 
and we were guided to serve the food 
in a certain way and offering them our 
kindest and welcoming smiles. Despite 
their background, they had the most 
genuine attitude 
towards us. 

I truly thank God for
blessing me with this
opportunity to serve
in humility along 
with my friends. 

– Chloe Choong

On the 22nd of April, my 
sister and I were assigned 
to take part in street feeding 
for the needy. As we arrived, 
we were given our duties by 
Paul David. I had actually 
not being exposed to people 
who were homeless, alone, 
poor, or with disabilities like 
blindness. It really dawned 
on me as to how blessed I truly am compared to 
these people.

As I helped to serve them, the initial awkwardness 
was quickly replaced by a sense of happiness and 
joy.  What an impact, this small act of kindness had 
on me then! Lavender later reminded me that I had 
actually helped in street feeding at this same spot 
with my family when I was younger (I was probably 
much too young to know what was happening then).

It was such a wonderful and a not-so-awkward 
experience after all -  I am really looking forward to 
serve again in the near future.

– Osmund Ling

Street feeding was something I was always interested 
in and I got to witness and experience it this year, on 
the 22nd April, 2017.

A few friends and I left from TMC PJ at noon and 
headed to YMCA. When we arrived, we were briefed 
on the do’s and dont’s. We then started packing and 
arranging the lunch packs and pouring out drinks.  
As the homeless people started walking in, we served 
them with the prepared food and drinks. Personally, 
it felt good to be able to provide and serve the less 
fortunate as it gave me a sense of self satisfaction. 
After the first round of eating, some came back for 
second and even third servings.
I was filled with joy to get
the chance to fulfill their
basic needs. 

I hope I will be able to serve
in street feeding in the 
near future.

– Khoo Kian Jun

Throughout the 
whole street 
feeding session I 
had learned as 
well as gained 
unforgettable and 
new eye-opening 
experience even 
though this was 
my third time. 

Watching this group of homeless people 
as they walked in, I was reminded 
again and again how fortunate it was 
to be blessed with a loving family and 
home.  These homeless people have 
had a challenging life yet they were not 
complaining.  In all honesty, I went for this 
street feeding because I have an urge to 
reach out to those who are in need. 

The moment I got home after the street 
feeding experience, I renewed my 
appreciation and gratitude to God for 
everything that I now have.

 – Nickson Lee



I volunteered to serve 
at the street feeding on 
22nd April, 2017. It was 
actually not my first time 
helping out. I enjoyed 
doing volunteer work. 
Serving the less fortunate 
their lunch is the least I 
could do to. It also made 
me realise how blessed I 
am to have everything 
I need provided for me 
and not to take things 
for granted.

– Alexandra Low

This street feeding 
experience had shown 
me that there were many 
homelss people in need.  
Serving them made me 
feel useful. I really want 
to serve more in this and 
other areas, all for the 
glory of God.

 – Rayna Asha 
 Leong I-Jey
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Tapah Mission
Justin Yuen shares his experience

in the outreach programme

My name is Justin Yuen and 

I recently took part in an 

outreach program to an Orang 

Asli village in Tapah, Perak on  

25th March  2017. It was truly 

an alien experience for me as 

I have not visited any rural 

areas in mountains before. 

I found out how they built their 

houses up on the hill and it was 

quite interesting.

The night we arrived, I was in charge of some ice breaker 

games. My limited Bahasa Malaysia (BM) skills created a 

language barrier but I managed to cope. The following day, 

I attended their Sunday service and it was really interesting 

to see how there was so much energy in their worship. After 

service, I helped to teach English language to the kindergarten 

children. I found it hard to teach English while speaking BM  

but I just about managed.

I found their situation very pitiful and called for empathy. 

They lacked proper tools to study properly. I met one guy who 

just finished his SPM but he could not continue his studies in 

college because it was expensive. He now has to work for his 

family because his father suffered a stroke recently. This really 

opened my eyes to let me see how thankful I am for what God 

has provided to me.

Overall I had a lot of fun. I made some new friends and I got 

closer to my baptism class friends.
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MYF camp
By Jonathan Chong Jor Yue

From 29th April to 1st May, the Methodist Youth Fellowship 
(MYF), Girls Brigade (GB) and Boys Brigade (BB) went on 
a trip to The Alangs located at Gombak. The theme of the 
camp was ‘FAITH, HOPE and LOVE’ and the purpose of the 
camp was to grow in our faith and knowledge of God, our 
Father.

We started off this journey with many exciting activities 
that helped us have faith in God. During the night walk, we 
learned that we must entrust our faith in God in order not 
to fear.  For the bubble ball activity, our faith in God helped 
us to remain standing.  While we walked through the river, 
puddles of mud and unstable ground during jungle trekking, 
our trust in God helped us overcome obstacles. We not only 
practised our faith through games but also through anything 
that happened around us.

The discussion sessions with Pastor Mark Tan were wonderful  
and enlightening as he taught us more about faith, hope 
and love in the form of stories, games and jokes. He taught us 
to differentiate between hope and faith. He even explained 
to us about why love is the fullest of them all as stated in 
1 Corinthians 13:13 – So now faith, hope and love abide, 
these three; but the greatest of these is love –our main verse 
for the camp.  

Overall, it was a truly wondrous and enjoyable camp for all of 
us as we learned how to nurture our faith in God.

Family picture in the big sunny field ;) 

Learning session with Pastor Mark Tan

Praising the Lord through songs and dance
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Dunking it out at the waterfall

On our way back from jungle walk. Watery but fun! 

Sitting around the campfire and singing

Bubble ball tournament!

Game time, fun time!

Enjoying barbeque dinner 
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The seminar on grief support was conducted on 13th May 2017 by  
Dr Edmund Ng which attracted streams of church members, their families 
and friends from our church and other churches in the Klang Valley.  The 
church hall was filled, people were eagerly waiting for the guest speaker,              
Dr Ng, a qualified counsellor and certified Thanatologist (grief therapist) 
who is the Founder and Resident Director of GGP Outreach, a Malaysian 
community based grief support service for those who have lost their loved 
ones. 

Since 2007, Dr Ng and his wife Pauline, ministered to hundreds of bereaved 
persons, both on a one-on-one basis or collectively in grief support groups. 
He has taught extensively on grief support in churches and seminaries and 
has spoken in national and international counselling seminars, workshops 
and conferences. All the participants who were present were awe-inspired 
by his simple and clear teaching and by his numerous real-life testimonies 
and experiences that he shared with us. Both Dr Ng and Pauline, have 
experienced first hand the deep pain and loneliness of suddenly losing 
their respective spouses.

Dr Ng reminded us that the Word of God clearly commands us to comfort 
those who mourn.
Isaiah 61 : 2    ‘Comfort all who mourn’.
We are the body of Christ and we have a responsibility that is critical to 
others’ healthy recovery from grief. Many bereaved people in grief are 
crying out for support in the most difficult times of their lives. It is often in the 
weeks, months or even years following the death of a beloved spouse or 
family member that deep pain, loneliness and hardship set in. This is when 
the family members are most in need of ministry and assistance. Most 
Christians are not reaching out to grieving people, not because they lack 
the compassion or concern but because they lack the understanding, 
knowledge and skills as to what to say and do.

God expects us to reach out more to help care for widows, the fatherless 
and others who are bereaved. The apostle Paul pointed out to us this same 
aspect of God’s character when he called God ‘the Father of Compassion 
and the God of all Comfort.’

Dr Ng further elaborated on the TIME approach to comfort those who 
mourn. It will give us a good-working knowledge of what to say and what 
to do when we want to reach out to people who are grieving. Following 
the word TIME.
  ‘T’  stands for Talking the Loss.
  ‘I’ means Issues are Resolved.
  ‘M’ refers to Meaning is Sought. 
  ‘E’ is Ending and Referral.

It is necessary to give ourselves permission, time and space to grieve by 
accommodating the grief naturally and recognizing that grieving is NOT 
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Grief Support Seminar
Looi Swee Hah follows Dr Edmund Ng’s sharing...

‘

’

Praise be to 
the God

and Father 
of our Lord 

Jesus Christ,
the Father

of 
Compassion 

and 
the God

of all 
comfort, 

who comforts 
us in all

our troubles.

2 Corinthians

1 : 3, 4
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a sign of weakness. Our Lord Jesus wept over the 
death of his good friend Lazarus (John 11 : 35).

Listed below are some emotional, cognitive, 
behavioural, and physical manifestations of normal 
grief that people who are recently bereaved should 
not be too surprised to experience separately or in 
combination:-

Emotional:  disorientation and numbness, sadness,  
 depressed mood.
Cognitive:  disbelief, confusion, sense of presence  
 of the deceased, losing purpose and  
 hope in life.
Behavioural: crying, sleep disturbances, social  
 withdrawal, loss of appetite.
Physical: stomach or chest pain, breathing  
 difficulties, migraine, headaches.

Hearing our assurance that what they are going 
through is normal will be comforting to them and 
there is tremendous therapeutic value in it.

As Christians, it is also our duty to see that they are 
spiritually strengthened in the process. The spiritual 
goal of our support and care is to point them to God 
who is the only source of lasting comfort, peace 
and hope and bring them closer to Him. Although 
listening is important, What we say or Not to say to a 
bereaved is important.

Some examples of unhelpful or even Insensitive 
words that we often hear are:-

1) Everything will be alright. You will be fine.   
 (Everything is NOT alright).
2) Life goes on!  (For you, but not for me).
3) He would not want you to feel sad. (How do you  
 know?)
4) You soon will get over it.  (It is easy for you to say,  
 but not easy for me to go on).
5) At least he did not suffer. Things could have been  
 worse.  (You mean losing my husband is not bad  
 enough?)
6) Be brave. The children need you to be strong.   
 (But I cannot help myself right now).
7) Your wife is gone, but you still have your children.  
 Above all you still have God.
8)  You are still young. You can have another child.
9) There are plenty of other nice women/men out  
 there.
10) Pull yourself together and get out of that 
 self-pity mood. (How do I do that?).

Dr Ng gives some examples of comforting words 
that we can say:-

1) We are with you in this difficult time.
2) Give yourself time to cry when you feel like it.
3) Crying is not a mark of weakness.
4) We are concerned about your health.
5) Can I bring something for you to eat?
6) I will stay around in case you need something  
 done.
7) I am sorry I do not know what to say but I am  
 praying for you.
 
The following are some guidelines to help us think 
about what we should be saying to bereaved 
family members:-

1) Accept what has happened.
2) Accept how the person is responding.
3) Ask how the person is doing and feeling.
4) Do not say anything to compare or judge.
5) Do not say anything that solicits sympathy for  
 yourself.
6) Do not say anything to pity the person.
7) Say what is sincere, uplifting and comforting.
8) Do not talk too much.
9) It is better to say nothing if you do not have  
 anything good to say.

Therefore, as Christian caregivers, we can help the 
bereaved find true meaning in a loss by helping to 
guide and point them to God and not elsewhere to 
seek for answers. We can encourage them to rest 
in Christ and come before God with brokenness 
and total abandonment and teach them to wait 
patiently upon God, and in the process grow in 
faith in Him. On the road to Emmaus, Jesus, in His 
resurrected form reached out to minister to Cleopas 
and his companion who were in grief. (Luke 24 : 13 – 
35). Jesus Himself came up to two  grieving persons 
and journeyed alongside them for the whole 
journey. Why was grief support a priority to Jesus? 
This is because our God is a God of Compassion 
and Comfort. During the seminar, I also witnessed 
many who were moved to tears by Dr. Ng’s sharing 
of real-life experiences and testimonies. I believe 
that many hearts were touched by the Word of God 
and pray that we will be able to reach out with love 
and compassion to those who are grieving.

‘Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the 
proper time, we will reap a harvest if we do not give 
up.’   (Galatians 6:9)
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Our very own wonder women
James Chong speaks to Adele Chow and Chew Lee Fuang 

of 1st Petaling Jaya Girls’ Brigade Company

The Girls’ Brigade (GB) has been part of the Church’s 
tapestry in Malaysia and other parts of the world 
for so long that sometimes we take its presence for 
granted. 

We see their members marching in the many Church 
grounds all over Malaysia in the weekends, helping 
out in charitable causes and taking part in self 
improvement courses. 

It has provided Christian guidance and discipline 
for thousands upon thousands of girls and young 
women for generations.

But who provides the leadership and guidance for 
them? VOLUNTEERS.

In this issue of Clarion, we zoom in on two of 
them: Adele Chow and Chew Lee Fuang of Trinity 
Methodist Church Petaling Jaya’s 1st Petaling Jaya 
Girls’ Brigade Company.

Captain Adele and Lee Fuang, who has just been 
made chaplain, have been leading the company 
for quite some time now -- five years for Adele  and 
11 for  Lee Fuang.  

They both have strong motivations to have continued 
on with GB for so long. 

“I started helping out as an officer in the company 
by invitation from the Advisor. The company was in 
need of a new leader and I decided to become their 
leader so that the company can continue to reach 
out to girls and to help them become followers of the 
Lord Jesus Christ through self-control, reverence, and 
a sense of responsibility, to find true enrichment of 
life. This is actually the aim of the GB,” Adele explains. 

But things were not so clear cut for Lee Fuang at the 
beginning,

“At first I did not want to be in the Youth Ministry, I felt 
I did not know how to handle the youngters, and in a 
uniformed group. I was very reluctant. 

“So, I prayed hard about it, and when I did not say 
yes, I felt very uncomfortable. But then God gave me 
a word… like in the Bible, He used the weak, He used 
the foolish, then I went like, it sounded so much like 
me. I did not know anything about this ministry, but  

those words really spoke to me. And that was why in 
the end I said yes. From totally reluctant to doing it for 
11 years,” Lee Fuang reveals.

Like all who came to Jesus, we all arrived from 
different paths. The same is true for both these ladies.
Both were never in the GB when they were young, 
with Adele being with the Girl Guides. 

“There was no GB company in my home town,”Adele 
says. She also came from a Christian family while Lee 
Fuang did not. 

In fact, Lee Fuang says that in the past, she used 
to run away from Christians who tried to tell her the 
Good News. And now, she is a faithful disciple of 
Christ.

Leading the girls is of course sometimes a challenge, 
but Adele and Lee Fuang are not daunted.

“I would not say that it is a hard job but after I 
accepted to be their Captain, I realised that it is 
almost like a full time job. The commitment of being 
at meetings almost every Wednesdays [at SMK 
Assunta] and almost every Saturday [in church] can 
be difficult. 

“There is a lot of organising and making sure the 
meetings, activities, camps, outings and other plans 
run smoothly so that the girls get to experience the 
fullness of being a brigadier. 

“In addition, being held responsible for the well being 

Adele Chow and Chew Lee Fuang of
1st Petaling Jaya Girls’ Brigade Company



and safety of the girls is a heavy task,” Adele says.

We have heard about and experienced as parents 
how difficult children can be at times. And the age 
range of girls in the GB is from six years to 21 years. 
Well, both these women have to face this problem 
full on, one whole company’s worth. But again, they 
take it on with courage and grace.

“The youth these days are changing so fast in this 
Internet age. The culture and their lifestyles are 
changing so fast. It is not like during my time, or 
even five years ago, things were different. So in that 
way, things are really, really challenging,” Lee Fuang 
admits.

“Well, there are the hyper-active girls, especially 
the younger girls. There is also an issue about the 
commitment of a few girls completing their tasks 
and assignments, while others have problems about 
their their attendance with GB,”Adele says. 

“We also face the challenge of trying to get the 
girls ‘unhooked’ from their handphones. Many are 
addicted to Facebook and other social media.”

Lee Fuang adds: “Their world, their peers, their friends, 
there could be a lot lot of negative influences. Yes, 
the Internet, I am not very IT savvy and I sometimes 
have trouble trying to keep up with them.

“But I now I realised that I am not in competition with 
how we are going to bring up this generation but to 
come back to the basics -- just show them to Jesus, 
really point them back to Jesus. That is my focus. That 
is what they need. I feel that the youth really needs 
Jesus. This will also help me to stay focused on the 
Youth Ministry.”

Yes, at the end of the day, a Christ-centred life is 
something leaders at GB hope can be imparted to 
the the young ones. And both Adele and Lee Fuang 
are determined to succeed in their mission.

“The goals of GB are to bring girls to Christ, Christ 
being the centre of our activities, teaching Christian 
living and moral values to the girls and promote a 
just society where all are equally valued. 

“We are geared towards developing a TOTAL girl -- 
therefore the girls will benefit from a wholesome Four 
Square programme which encompasses Spiritual, 
Physical, Educational and Social aspects. 

“We also believe in developing our girls to become 
leaders and exemplary citizens,” Adele explains.

But it is not just about giving -- both Adele and Lee 
Fuang feel that they have also learned and received 
a lot in their work with the GB.

Lee Fuang says the girls keep her “fresh”. “They are 
so savvy about computers and keep me informed 
about the ‘latest’ things happening in the world. I 
guess it is a two way thing.

“You know, children are also sometimes more simple 
in terms of things like forgiveness, in grace, I learn 
those things.”

Adele derives great joy from seeing even one 
girl grow into a young leader who is responsible, 
disciplined and loves God. 
 
“It is a joy to see the girls grow in wisdom and stature, 
and in favour with God and men. 

“It gives me great satisfaction giving the girls 
an opportunity to do outdoor activities such as 
camping, abseiling, hiking to the waterfalls, sleeping 
in tents in rain or shine, cooking with bamboo, and 
so on, especially when many urban parents do not 
have the time or capacity to take their children for 
‘these’ kind of holidays.”

Just as the girls’ experience in the GB is part of their 
journey to adulthood and lifelong walk with God, 
Adele and Lee Fuang have also seen their faith in 
Christ grow owing to their intimate association with 
the uniformed group. 

“I have learnt to rely on God’s help and guidance 
much more. Praying daily for the strength to serve 
Him faithfully, asking for wisdom and protection 
as I serve in the ministry of the Girls’ Brigade. God 
continues to humble me and remind me that ‘I can 
do all things through Him who strengthens me.’ 
(Phil 4:13), says Adele.

And the same goes for Lee Fuang: “I have really 
learned to rely on Jesus. I know I cannot do this work 
on my own. It would have been impossible, but every 
week, you can see how God works in the lives of the 
girls.”
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An installation ceremony for the 1st Petaling Jaya Girls’ Brigade Company The 1st Petaling Jaya Girls’ Brigade 
Company taking part in the Girls Brigade 

Malaysia Fun Run 2017
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Remembering the late Mary Kam
Sheila Ramayah reminisces on her friendship...

I first got to know Mary Kam 42 years ago when I was 

transferred to Maxwell School, Kuala Lumpur (KL). 

Prior to this, Mary and her family were in Kota Bahru 

and had shifted to Petaling Jaya (PJ) when she 

was posted to Catholic High School, PJ. When her 

husband, the late Kam Teck Soon, was provided with 

government quarters near the Lake Gardens, Mary 

requested for a transfer to Maxwell School which was 

nearer home.

In school, Mary was always neatly dressed in knee-

length cheongsams and two inch high-heeled 

shoes with her long hair neatly styled into a bun. She 

carried English or Mathematics text books and a 

long rotan when she entered a class. The rotan was 

used as a pointer and occasionally to tap loudly on 

the table to keep the hyperactive boys quiet. During 

the early seventies, Maxwell School was notorious 

for its naughty students who lived in the vicinities 

of Kampung Baru, Batu Road, Chow Kit, Sentul and 

Jinjang. But thankfully, with lots of patience and 

strict discipline there was a vast improvement. Mary 

and I, together with other teachers, would compare 

the naughty pranks and antics of our Form I and 2 

students during our free periods.

I lost touch with Mary after her retirement in September 

1979, when she turned 55. We resumed our friendship 

when my family joined Trinity Methodist Church 

Petaling Jaya (TMC PJ) a few years later. From then 

on, we bonded our friendship while participating 

in the Methodist Seniors Fellowship (MSF) activities. 

On a few occasions, Mary laughingly told me that 

I could be her daughter since Madeline, her eldest 

daughter and I, are about the same age.

Mary was a devoted wife to the late Kam Teck 

Soon. They shared similar hobbies namely, dancing, 

travelling, dining and fellowshipping. Together they 

had toured nearly every part of the world.

Mary was a loving and responsible mother to her 

children Madeline, Dr Wilson and Rosalind, and a 

doting grandmother to her grandchildren Winston, 

Angeline, Terence, Adeline and Kok Shyong. As a 

friend, Mary, who always had a smile for everyone, 

was jovial, sincere, optimistic, supportive, trusting, 

kind and helpful.

 All of us knew that her favourite food was durian and 

ice-cream which she enjoyed daily and which she 

jokingly told us, were her only health supplements. 

It was Wilson who went round searching for the best 

durian for his mum. Despite enjoying this rich food 

daily, Mary managed to remain tall and slim.

Mary was instrumental in supporting all the activities 

of the MSF – firstly, helping to initiate its founding in 

1988 with Peter Fung, the late Wong Kok Leong, the 

late Wong Yoke Chee, Moy Kow, Joyce Mui and a 

few others. She was also instrumental in requesting 

the Church leadership to build a wake room in 

the church premises, attending all our fortnightly 

gatherings and participating in all annual MSF 

camps and activities which included tours, both 

local and abroad. She was also a member of the 

MSF guitar group led by Michael Ang and choir led 

by Susan San and Maureen Khoo, which performed 

at MSF celebrations and Sunday church services. 

On Sunday afternoons, she would line-dance under 

the tutelage of Wong Yong Moi in the church hall. 

In the 1990s, Mary would faithfully open her home 

for MSF home fellowships and donated generously 

towards all outreach projects, including the Sengois 

of Kampar and the under-privileged. She faithfully 

attended all the TMC PJ annual church camps. In 
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addition, when she was younger, Mary volunteered 

to prepare the Holy Communion elements, served as 

an usher during Sunday services and assisted in the 

annual Methodist Primary School Chapel Sessions 

held in the church hall.

Mary was also an active member of not only the PJ 

YWCA located near her house, but also of the KL YMCA 

Senior Citizens Club. At the latter, she was always in 

demand during their dance classes because she 

danced the man’s role and guided many grateful 

old ladies who had no partners. I must not forget to 

mention her leisure trips to Genting Highlands, and 

in the process, taught many elderly ladies where, 

when and how to board buses to Genting. She took 

advantage of these journeys to share Christ with her 

new friends.

The MSF was saddened when Mary was taken ill and 

became house-bound. I praise God for her children’s 

love in engaging a personal care-giver to provide 

care for Mary 24 hours a day. Despite her limitations, 

she continued to be cheerful especially when visited 

by church friends who sang her favourite hymns and 

prayed for her. 

Mary had lived a long, fruitful and happy life 

exhibiting her zest for living that was filled with joy, 

kindness, love and concern, unsurpassed generosity 

and most of all, her love and obedience to God. 

These outstanding qualities have been emulated 

not only by her family but also her friends. Mary was 

called home by our Lord on 23rd March this year.

I would like to quote a short poem which aptly 

describes Mary Kam:

There’s no greater JOY than giving JOY to others,

No greater inspiration than INSPIRING others,

 No greater gift than a KIND heart,

And no greater blessing than a TRUE FRIEND.

Finally a word of encouragement from the late 

Charles H. Spurgeon on death:

“When the time comes for you to die, you need not 

be afraid, because death cannot separate you from 

God’s love.”

Sheila and Mary
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MSF diary
January - April, 2017

By MSF Chroniclers

3rd Jan 2017 - Worship followed by sharing and birthday celebration for 5 members.    
Worship leader: Peter Chen.                                    Attendance: 45

7th Feb 2017 -  Worship service followed by sharing and birthday celebration 
 for seven members.
Worship leader: Patrick Chen.                            Attendance: 40

12th Feb 2017 - Chinese New Year lunch at the Pantai Seafood Restaurant.  
   Attendance: 160

17th Jan 2017 - Worship 
Worship leader : Sheila Vadivellu                              Attendance: 36
Speaker : The Rev Ting Moy Hong
Topic : When God gets real

Scripture: John 4: 4-21     
Message: We should understand the true nature of God, and worship Him in spirit and in truth. We need 
to establish a close relationship with Jesus, and invite Him to live in us so that we can have peace, joy and 
harmony.

           Angie & Herman                           Esther, Rev. Joshua, Peter, Herman            

MSF President Peter Chen   Peter Chen, Sheila Ramayah Herman Tan & friend

Alice Ooi & friends Jackie & Leok Teok   Jackie & Susie Tan
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7th Mar 2017 - Worship followed by sharing and birthday celebration
Worship leader: Wong Kim Siong.                                  Attendance: 46

11th Mar 2017 -  One day tour to an agricultural farm and market in Bentong.  
Attendance: 44

21st Mar 2017 -  Worship                                            
Worship leader : Sheila Vadivellu        Attendance: 42
Speaker : Calvin Tan
Scripture : Matthew 6: 20- 24
Topic : Laying up treasures in Heaven
Message : God will adequately provide for us, if we serve Him faithfully. His kingdom is eternal. 
    Treasures on earth are transitory, not worth keeping.

4th April 2017 - Worship and birthday celebration for four members                      
Worship leader: Lim Sow Mun        Attendance: 45 

18th April 2017 - Worship         Attendance: 35
                           
Worship leader : Sheila Vadivellu                                     
Speaker : Andrew Poonampalam
Scripture : Genesis 1;  Mathew 13
Topic : Gardening from God’s perspective
Message : Spiritual gardening is akin to maintaining a ‘physical’ garden in good condition. This involves  
  the essential processes of selecting suitable soil, sowing the seeds, fertilizing, watering, pruning  
  and weeding. For Christians, Jesus provides the strong soil foundation of faith. Sins need to be  
  constantly checked and cleansed; otherwise, like weeds, they will choke our spiritual life. Like  
  plants that require water and sunlight, Christians need nurturing and guidance in spiritual  
  growth.

21st Feb 2017 
Commencement of Bible study session. Introductory session was led by the Rev Joshua Hong. This is a six-week 
course, based on a book entitled ‘Having a real relationship with God ‘ by Kay Arthur.                                     
Attendance: 18

Worship 
Worship leader :  Sheila Vadivellu                                     Attendance: 25
Speaker :  Andrew Poonampalam
Scripture :  Mark - chapter 1
Topic :  Our founders and the foundation of our faith
Message :  Having belief alone in Jesus is not enough. We should establish a close relationship with God  
   and spend quiet time with Him.



Everyone a Disciple of Jesus Christ
Matthew 28 : 19-20


