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abiding | PASTORAL MESSAGE

By Rev. Paul Santosh Christie

Let me begin this pastoral message by giving thanks to the Almighty 
and Gracious God for His leading and guidance in the first three 
months of my pastoral appointment to Trinity Methodist Church, 
Petaling Jaya. 

Many have come to me or to my wife Gladys asking whether we 
have settled down in Petaling Jaya. So far, my family and I are settling 
well. The only unfortunate incident was Silas’ accident in Penang, 
which has brought concerns to us. Here, I want to personally thank 
the pastors and many concerned church members for upholding 
Silas in your prayers and also providing words of encouragement to 
him. Please continue to uphold my family and me in your prayers.   

I shared during my sermon on 6th January 2019 that returning to 
this church has indeed brought back precious memories to both 
Gladys and me. Back in 2001, we were a newly married couple and 
had just graduated from the seminary, and entered into the ministry 
together. I can still vividly remember the day after our wedding 
ceremony, which was the 1st Sunday in January 2001; I had to 
appear in church for my first Sunday as the new Assistant Pastor 
working under the Rev. Wong Onn Thau, who was then the senior 
pastor of this church. How time flies.         

This brings me to share my first message in The Clarion Easter 2019 
edition.   

There was an Easter e-card that has this phrase which popped 
up on the screen. It boldly says, “YOU CANNOT STOP A REAL 
RESURRECTION”. 

This phrase may first have been loudly proclaimed 2,000 years 
ago in Jerusalem by Christ’s faithful followers who witnessed His 

Nothing can stop the power of 
Christ’s resurrection
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resurrection. Since then, this compelling message 
of Christ’s resurrection continues to be proclaimed 
throughout the history of the Christian church, and 
even today in churches around the world.   

The day after the crucifixion of Jesus, the chief priests 
and the Pharisees were determined to have the body 
of Jesus securely kept in the tomb. They used every 
resource and power available to see to that. With 
Pilate’s approval, they secured the tomb by placing a 
seal on the great stone that had been rolled in front 
of it to close the entrance (Matthew 27:66). And, they 
posted guards (the koustadia – temple police1) at 
the entrance of the tomb.  

In spite of all their human efforts, the Jewish leaders 
were unable to prevent Jesus from accomplishing 
what had already been determined and promised: 
Jesus said, “After three days I will rise again.” (Matthew 
27:63). These religious leaders did not know that 
NOTHING in the physical realm has the ability to 
hinder God from accomplishing His purpose. 

Indeed, NOTHING CAN STOP THE RESURRECTION OF 
CHRIST. 

Therefore, God’s incomparably great power is 
available for those who believe in Jesus Christ. “That 
power is like the working of his mighty strength, 
which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from 
the dead and seated him at his right hand in the 
heavenly realms…” (Ephesians 1:19-20). If anyone 
decides in his heart that he is going to bury his old 
self and be resurrected to a new life in Christ, he has 
God’s promise that nothing can stop him. You cannot 
stop a person’s heart from turning to Christ. NOTHING 
can stop a convicted sinner from letting Christ free 
him from sin. 

In the words of the apostle Paul in Philippians 

3:10-11, “I want to know Christ and the power of 
his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in 
his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, and 
so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the 
dead.” It is interesting to note what Gordon Fee says 
in his commentary on Philippians. He concludes that 
“Our lives must be cruciform if they are to count for 
anything at all; but that word is preceded by the 
equally important one – the power of resurrection, 
which both enables us to live as those marked by the 
cross and guarantees our final glory.”2     

Christ is alive! 
He is alive forevermore! 
Let us look beyond the empty tomb to the One who 
can fill our lives with the power of His resurrection!

Let me conclude with the words of this familiar hymn 
written by A.H. Ackley, which expresses his experience 
of the resurrected Saviour: 

“I serve a risen Saviour, He’s in the world today;
I know that He is living, whatever foes may say, 
I see His hand of mercy, I hear His voice of cheer,
And just the time I need Him, He’s always near. 

He lives, He lives, Christ Jesus lives today!
He walks with me and talks with me along 
life’s narrow way. 
He lives, He lives, salvation to impart!
You ask me how I know He lives? 
He lives within my heart.”

The message of hope in this season is that NOTHING 
CAN STOP THE POWER OF CHRIST’S RESURRECTION.

Gladys, Silas, Lucas and I wish each and every one of 
you, a blessed and meaningful Easter.

Grace and Peace in the Lord Jesus Christ.   

1 D. A. Carson, “Matthew” In Matthew and Mark, vol. 9, The Expositor’s Bible Commentary: Revised Edition, edited by Tremper  
 Longman III & David E. Garland (Grand Rapids: Zondervan), p. 655.   
2 Gordon D. Fee, Philippians, NICNT (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans), p. 337.
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Oft times, we tend to move at such a pace that we 
forget how we arrived at where we are and even who 
brought us thus far. This also applies in the way our 
Church’s many ministers have grown.

This gives cause for us to take a pause from “doing” 
church and reflect on “being” church; and that it is 
our Father’s love and faithfulness to our community of 
faith as well as those who have built up our Church in 
the past that has brought her to where she is today. 
And so, this year … 

Let us reflect 
Let us take time to honour God and the people who 
He called to serve in His ministries and who have 
come before us over these past six decades. As we 
do so, may we “count our blessings and name them 
one by one”. 

It may “surprise us what the Lord has done”. 

We do so, so that we can ...

Grow and go
Some of us may be familiar with the lyrics to a Steve 
Green song that gives tempo and rhythm to our 
growth.

First, we “cheer on the faithful and encourage the 
weary” – referring of course to those who have been 
long and faithfully serving in Church – so we may see 
their lives “a stirring testament to God’s sustaining 
grace”.

From there, we are led to the purpose of growing our 
Church for the future by igniting the passion to serve 
among members who have yet to commit to stepping 
forward.

As Steve Green wrote, “Oh may all who come behind 
us find us faithful; May the fire of our devotion light 
their way; May the footprints that we leave; Lead them 
to believe; And the lives we live inspire them to obey”.

May our Lord continue to be faithful to his church 
called TMCPJ and in turn, may He find us always 
faithful. 
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Our church turns 60 this year. Let us take this time to reflect on 
the past, so that we can grow for the future. 

By Andrew Wong

The Lay leader shares his thoughts on 
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As Trinity Methodist Church Petaling Jaya (TMCPJ) 
turns 60 years old on 25th Aug 2019, let us give thanks 
to God for His faithfulness. God has truly blessed our 
church since she was made a Local Conference on 
25th Aug 1959. 

He enabled her to grow from a small congregation of 
70 members to more than 1,800 members. Along the 
way, He has opened so many doors of service and 
enabled TMCPJ to plant other churches: Sungai Way 
Subang MC, TMC Sg Buloh and Living Stone MC. 

Over the past 60 years, God has preserved TMCPJ and 
provided for all her needs. It is only by God’s grace 
that we are still “holding forth the Word of Life”.

And thus, there is a need to declare God’s faithfulness. 
This wonderful attribute of God’s is especially relevant 
to our church today. It is a tremendous source of 
encouragement to us whenever we experience 
difficult trials and tribulation, because it is God’s 
faithfulness to His people that keeps us and sustains 
us through time and right into eternity.

This unfailing faithfulness of a covenant-keeping God 
was also the subject of the Apostle Paul’s writing in his 
first epistle to the Thessalonians. 

Through it, we can see how much Paul cared for this 
fledgling church. He was concerned for their spiritual 
growth because he was only able to spend three 
weeks with them, and he sent Timothy back to find 
out how they were. 

Paul was overjoyed when Timothy returned with good 
news about their spiritual progress. And so, he wrote 
this epistle to encourage the Thessalonians to press 
on, besides dealing with questions about the Lord’s 
return and some problems within the church.

He ends the epistle with a heartfelt prayer recorded in 
1 Thessalonians 5:23-25: “May God himself, the God 
of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your 

whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you 
is faithful, and he will do it. Brothers and sisters, pray for 
us. Greet all God’s people with a holy kiss.”

This prayer throbs with Paul’s confidence in God, and 
in particular, with his confidence in God’s faithfulness 
to His church.

We can see from here how God’s faithfulness helps 
the church in at least three ways: 
1) It engages His covenant promises; 
2) It ensures our comprehensive perseverance; and 
3) It encourages our constant pursuit.

Let’s unpack:

1. It engages His covenant promises
 
 From 1 Thessalonians 5:24, we read that “The one  
 who calls you is faithful …”. 

Through the ages, God has faithfully kept all His 
promises – Israel’s history demonstrates this very 
well. 

One great promised that the Lord made is found 
in Matthew 16:18: “… upon this rock I will build 
My church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it.” 

The history of the Christian church shows how 
faithfully He has kept this covenant promise. There 
have been many critical moments in history 
when the church could have easily been totally 
destroyed by persecution or subverted by false 
teachings.

The church has also been assailed by human 
ideologies and philosophies opposed to Christ, 
such as Atheism, Marxism and Evolutionism. 
Christians in countries dominated by communist 
regimes are still suffering intense persecution. 

TMCPJ’s 60th Anniversary: Great is 
God’s faithfulness
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Humanly speaking, the church could never have 
survived such an awesome array of foes and 
destructive influences. It has survived only because 
the Lord has faithfully kept all His promises to the 
church and in particular, that His church would 
be built and the gates of hell would not prevail 
against it.

His faithfulness guarantees that she (the Church) 
will continue to endure all the ravages of time and 
trouble. And one day, He will “present her to Himself 
a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or 
any such thing; but that she should be holy and 
without blemish.” (Ephesians 5:27) 

This brings us now to consider the second way that 
God’s faithfulness helps us. 

2. It ensures our comprehensive  
 perseverance
 

In the latter part of 1 Thessalonians 5: 23 we read, 
“May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept 
blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

This statement reveals how comprehensive God’s 
work in us is. Because our whole being has been 
affected by sin, God’s work of sanctifying and 
preserving us is designed to cover not only our 
spirit and soul. It will eventually cover our body as 
well when the resurrection takes place. Our lives 
are therefore under a divine coverage plan which 
is fully comprehensive.

Insurance companies often try to attract customers 
by advertising how comprehensive their coverage 
is. But no matter what claims they make, there are 
always certain things that are not covered. For 
instance, most insurance policies do not cover 
any damage to property that is caused by natural 
floods, tsunamis, lightning and earthquakes. These 
are all designated by insurance companies as 
“Acts of God.” If you want to be covered against 
damage by all acts of God, then you will need to 
pay more! 

But God’s coverage of us is comprehensive and 
complete. He is a faithful God able to keep us 

from falling and to present us faultless before the 
presence of His glory with exceeding joy.

God promises that if we turn to Christ with all our 
heart, He will save us from our sins and from eternal 
death. It is only when we are truly saved, that God 
will give us the assurance from His Word that we 
are called by Him.

That is what our church is meant to be – a people 
called by God. 

The Greek word for “church” is ekklesiawhich which 
means “the called out ones”. God has called 
us out of darkness and into His marvelous light 
(1 Peter 2:9). And it is this call that makes us 
objects of His faithfulness.

This is what Romans 8:30 says about God’s 
faithfulness to those who are called: “… whom He 
called, He also justified: and whom He justified, 
them He also glorified.” 

Thus we can look forward to our final glorious end. 
While we rejoice in God’s faithfulness to TMCPJ in 
the past, we can also rejoice in anticipation of 
God’s faithfulness to TMCPJ in the future. 

His comprehensive perseverance of us allows us 
to be “… looking for that blessed hope, and the 
glorious appearing of the great God and our 
Saviour Jesus Christ.” (Titus 2:13). This give us the 
encouragement we need to press onward to the 
end. 

And this brings us to the third way that God’s 
faithfulness helps us …

3. It encourages our constant pursuit
 

Paul’s main purpose for writing the first epistle to 
the Thessalonians was to encourage them to press 
on. Yes, challenging, painful, overwhelming times 
may lie ahead. Yes, setbacks and failures may 
even be experienced as we press on. We of TMCPJ 
should know this all too well. 

But as long as we continue to chase after Him 
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and take to heart our mission of being a “Disciple-
making church”, God will ensure that we will finally 
become all that we should be – because He is 
faithful. 

Since He has called us, He will surely make His 
grace sufficient for us to reach the goal He has 
set for us. And so we see that God’s faithfulness is 
the greatest encouragement we can ever have to 
keep up our constant pursuit.

The English pastor Charles Spurgeon (19th June 
1834 – 31st Jan 1892) put it this way: “The certainty 
of victory gives strength to the arm that wields the 
sword. To say to the Christian, ‘You shall persevere till 
you get to your journey’s end’ – will that make him 
sit down on the next milestone? No! He will climb 
the mountain, wiping the sweat from his brow, and 
as he looks upon the plain, he will descend with 
surer and more cautious footsteps, because he 
knows he shall reach his journey’s end.”

Let this also be our encouragement now, as we 
move forward together as a church into the next 
60 years and beyond. 

There will certainly be challenges to face together 
if TMCPJ is to continue fulfilling its mission and 
vision. 

So let each of us be committed to do our part. 
Please do not think that “little small me” cannot do 
very much, or that God cannot use you. Each of us 
should be encouraged by God’s faithfulness. 

One man who did that was Methodist minister and 
hymn writer Thomas Obadiah Chisholm (29th July 
1866 – 29th Feb 1960). 

Born to a poor family in Kentucky, he became a 
school teacher when he was 16. Eleven years 
later, he was led to Christ during a revival meeting 
and nine years after that, at 46, he became a 
Methodist minister. But poor health forced him to 
retire after just one year, and for the rest of his life, 
he earned a meagre living as an insurance agent, 
while struggling with poor health.

But God gave Chisholm the gift of writing and 
he used it well. Until he went home to the Lord in 
1960, God enabled him to write over 1,200 hymns 
and poems that appeared in many Christian 
publications and edified many believers. The 
most well-known of these was the hymn “Great Is 
Thy Faithfulness” which he wrote in 1923. It was his 
testament to God’s faithfulness throughout his life.

When he was 75, Chisholm explained why he wrote 
this hymn: “My income has not been large at any 
time due to impaired health in the earlier years 
which has followed me on until now. Although I 
must not fail to record here the unfailing faithfulness 
of a covenant-keeping God and that He has given 
me many wonderful displays of His providing care, 
for which I am filled with astonishing gratefulness.”

Let us too be greatly encouraged to press on with 
the work of building up His church called TMCPJ, 
knowing that it is bound to increase and succeed 
only through God’s faithfulness. May the Lord help 
us to love His Church and to keep on labouring for 
Him, knowing that our labour is not in vain.

Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father;
There is no shadow of turning with Thee;
Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not;
As Thou hast been, Thou forever will be.

Great is Thy faithfulness!
Great is Thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see.
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided;
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!

Summer and winter and springtime and harvest,
Sun, moon and stars in their courses above
Join with all nature in manifold witness
To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love.

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!
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Counting down & building-up towards
our 60th Anniversary 

We are eternally grateful to our Heavenly Father for His unconditional love, faithfulness and guidance through 
the years … helping us better chart our future.  At the core of everything that we do, we move forward, grounded 
in the belief that we are called to be the salt and light of society for God’s mission. “…How beautiful are the feet 
of messengers who bring good news” (Romans 10:15)

Clarion’s running theme for 2019 is to feature the activities and work of TMCPJ’s various Ministries throughout its 
4 issues: April, June, August and December.

In this first issue, we kick off our interview with our OUTREACH ministeries on:
• How have they witnessed God’s touch and faithfulness in their ministries through these years?
• What journey to fruitfulness and completion do they feel God is guiding their Ministries?
• How are their Ministries engaging the young generation for discipleship?
• What plans are there to increase the joy of serving in their ministries?



s
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Much work and sacrifices by members of Trinity 
Methodist Church Petaling Jaya (TMCPJ) have 
been given to Churches Missions Ministry, 
with different emphasis and priorities given 
throughout these years! We have seen the 
wonderful hand of God in touching and raising 
younger leaders to take up the missions work 
amongst the Orang Asli (OA). The growth of their 
spiritual lives and their hunger for the Word is 
testimony of God’s faithfulness in blessing every 
community, tribe and race!

We have witnessed miracles taking place 
among the OA through fervent prayer! 

Through the passing of an OA brother, the OA 
church witnessed the love that TMCPJ (as  the 
parent Church) showed through the prompt 
acts of kindness by our young doctors who 
served in Missions as well as the prayers of the 
Missions team and visitation. during this brother’s 
sickness. In his death, the OA church saw the 
love kindled in the selfless actions and testified 
them to the Glory of God.

In the Missions ministry, God has been providing 
and raising selfless and capable individuals 
who have contributed in many ways, including 

time, money and 
other resources 
despite the  
early years of 
fruitless results 
at the Missions field! These acts have shown the 
faithfulness of God in granting the growth of His 
ministry.  The seeds that have been sown have 
enabled the works to grow slowly but steadily.

The Missions ministry is mindful of the need to 
engage the younger generation to answer the 
call to discipleship, especially in Missions, which 
is the heartbeat of God. We have organised 
Missions talks for the Girls’ and Boys’ Brigades, 
and the youth as well as encourage the younger 
generation to  participate in the Missions 
-themed courses. In doing so, we hope that we 
will be able to create awareness to the younger 
generation to bring more to see the fruits of the 
early work in the areas of Missions. 

Encouraging a Church-wide participation and 
the awareness of the work TMCPJ has been 
involved in throughout these years – it is this 
hope I have, so members will not see Missions 
as just another ministry but as an integral part of 
our calling as Christ’s ambassadors.

MISSIONS
MINISTRY

By Low Yang Cheng
Missions Chairman
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Evangelising is obeying 
the commandments 
of the Lord as found 
in Matthew 28:19-20, 
“Therefore go and 
make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the 
Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, 
and teaching them 
to obey everything I 
have commanded 
you. And surely I am 

with you always, to the very end of the age.”

When we evangelise, we are doing God’s 
Kingdom work and when we do God’s work, it 
is not our doing but the Holy Spirit doing great 
things in and through us. In humility and with 
an open heart, we must seek God’s power and 
purposes before we start to evangelise.  We use 
the Alpha Course as a tool to evangelise and we 
have seen so many pre-belivers being saved by 
God’s loving grace while those who are already 
believers have been spiritually lifted by His grace 
and mercy.

Those who received salvation will testify for 
our Lord Jesus Christ. The boldness to do so 
empowers them to take the step of faith by 
joining the baptism course. 

The start of this journey helps them to know more 
of our Lord Jesus Christ and His Holy Word.  We 
also see them obeying God’s Word by serving 
Him in Alpha. The Alpha team too learns how  

to pray (to communicate with our Lord Jesus) 
as we come together to pray before each 
Alpha session starts. When we pray together 
it builds unity in one Spirit, one Lord and one 
God faithfully. The prayer session also helps us 
individually to develop our personal relationship 
with our Lord. We are very much encouraged to 
pray without ceasing when God answers our 
prayers for participants to come and receive our 
Lord Jesus as their personal Lord and Saviour. 

We are seeing more young members joining 
us in this ministry and we are happy to groom 
them in areas which they are gifted in.  We 
journey together as a team and encourage one 
another in service to our Almighty God. The unity 
of the team is very important and everyone in 
the team is given a task each time we run Alpha.  
Those who are unable to physically join us in the 
team are entrusted to be our prayer intercessors.

We will continue to seek the Holy Spirit to be the 
source of our love for one another and we stand 
united as a team.  We will continue to groom the 
younger ones, encourage each other, pray for 
one another and get everyone in the team to be 
involved one way of another whenever we have 
a task or event. The joy of serving must not only 
remain within the Alpha team - we pray for God 
to send more workers to the harvest field and 
together we will give Him all the praise and glory!  
We will unitedly obey His commands, put on the 
armour of God and evangelise to those who 
have yet to know Him and receive His salvation!

2 Peter 3:18 “To Him be the glory both now and 
forever!” Amen
 

EVANGELISM 
MINISTRY

By Rick So Tan Pong

Evangelism Chairman
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As part of the efforts to spread God’s Word 
among children attending the Methodist 
Primary School (MPS), Chapel services were 
held every Friday at the School itself. However, as 
the atmosphere was not very conducive, on the 
request of the volunteers from TMCPJ, the venue 
was changed to TMCPJ Church Hall and moved 
to Thursdays in 2000. 

The average weekly attendance then of the 
children, ranging from seven to 12 years was 
27. The volunteers faithfully organised and 
conducted the Chapel services, including 
making sure that the children were chaperoned 
safely across the road from the School to the 
Church Hall. 

As Chapel services are now held after school 
hours, the volunteers, on their own accord intially 
provided food so that the children would be able 
to enjoy the services on a full stomach. However 
as time went by, it became difficult to cope with 
the cost of providing the food. The volunteers 
turned to God and prayed for sufficient 
funds.  Praise the Lord and in an answer to the 
prayers, since 2004, TMCPJ has taken over the 
responsibility of providing food for the children! 

God has greatly 
blessed and continues to bless the 
Chapel services by raising up dedicated and 
committed volunteers to conduct the services. 
There has never been a shortage of hands to 
help in this ministry. 

In 2014, eight children from the Shelter Home 
joined the Chapel services. These children 
attended MPS and needed more attention 
and supervision. Additional members of TMC PJ 
graciously stepped forward to assist. God’s hand 
was clearly evident when through prayer, many 
of the challenges posed by the Shelter children 
were eventually resolved. 

In the first quarter of 2019, the average 
attendance increased to 33 children, including 
five from the Shelter Home.  

God has certainly touched the hearts of the 
volunteers and the children through the Chapel 
services. The volunteers felt more encouraged 
and determined to carry on the Chapel Ministry 
as positive changes were observed in the 
children. The children are able to express their 
love for God and their teachers without any 
pretensions. This truly is a blessing from God!

CHAPEL 
MINISTRY By Tan Poh Suan

Chapel Volunteer
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I will sing of the Lord’s great love forever; with my 
mouth I will make your faithfulness known through 
all generations. Psalm 89:1

It is indeed because of the faithfulness of our good 
Lord that the Sunday School (SS) Ministry at TMCPJ 
has withstood the test of time. In spite of the mind 
boggling changes that have taken place over the 
past 60 years, especially in the area of technology, 
God has been faithful in seeing that there will 
always be a place of ministry for children to hear 
the Gospel proclaimed and learn the ways of the 
Lord from Christian teachers with a burden placed 
in their hearts by God himself.

Although there is no doubt of God’s abundant 
goodness and faithfulness towards the SS Ministry 
at TMCPJ since the beginning of the life of this local 
Church, I have only been involved with the SS over 
the past seven years. My wife, Mary, and I first came 
into contact with the SS in 2005, when we enrolled 
our 4-year-old son John J. for SS.  John J. enjoyed 
SS and would receive the Best Attendance prizes 
every year without fail. We are grateful to God for 
all the teachers whom John J. was blessed to learn 
from. When John J. was in Standard 6, Mary started 
serving in the SS ministry. A year later, in 2013, I had 
the privilege to start serving in the SS ministry. At 
that time, there were two sessions of SS classes 
– one during the 8.30 am service and the other 
during the 11 am service. I served in the 1st session 
and was asked to be a co-teacher of the Standard 
2 class, where the children were eight-year olds. It 
was a wonderful year of teaching and learning in 
a very cosy environment. 

During that time, SS classes were held at the old 
Kindergarten Block which overlooked a field, where 
children usually played after SS. Everything was 
going along well, until the following year when the 
SS had to move to the Methodist Primary School 
(MPS) across the road from the Church. Among the 
changes that had to be effected was combining 
both sessions of the SS into one. To add to that, the 
physical facilities were not as what we were used 
to in the old Kindergarten Block. The safety of the 
children was another big concern. Needless to 
say it was a big challenge for both parents and 
teachers. We were in MPS for two years and it did 
affect the SS enrolment and attendance negatively, 
but God was faithful in seeing us through. My 
gratitude also goes to my predecessor, Sister Lyn 
Ong, who was the SS Superintendent during those 
difficult years, for persevering knowing that work 
done in and for the Lord is never in vain.

 Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, 
because you know that your labor in the Lord is not 
in vain. 1 Corinthians 15:58b

By God’s grace the SS moved back to the TMC 
premises in January, 2016. We are grateful to God 
for seeing us through the two years of SS ministry in 
MPS, and we are grateful that in His time He moved 
us back. We were back but we did not have the 
old Kindergarten Block anymore. We had classes 
scattered all over the premises - in the temporary 
Kindergarten structure, the Oasis building and the 
Conference rooms. We were running our ministry in 
this set-up for slightly over two years until we moved 
to our present premises in the Trinity Living Stream 

SUNDAY   SCHOOL
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(TLS) building. And although it was challenging 
during those four plus years, God was faithful and 
graciously provided enough workers to serve in His 
ministry. My gratitude goes to all the teachers who 
stuck to their calling to serve – and served without 
complaining. Along with the teachers, there is a 
need to acknowledge the role of parents who 
supported the ministry throughout these years. In 
2017, it was discerned that we needed to serve 
some of the children who were not in the SS as 
they were attending the second service, so we 
had a class for these mixed age group too. And 
again God was faithful in providing the resources 
and people to serve!

For the past one year, SS classes have been 
conducted at TLS. We thank God for the facilities 
provided for us to carry out this ministry for the 
children. At present we are using eight rooms – 
four on the Upper Ground Floor and four on the 1st 
Floor. We are happy that we can look forward to 
stability as we serve, knowing that God is in control 
of our ministry. We know whatever the physical 
challenges maybe, our mission to proclaim Jesus 
will always be the same. We are grateful to God 
for the curriculum that we use – The Discipleland 
- which has 8 levels corresponding to Preschool to 
Standard 6. It is a comprehensive and sequential 
age-graded printed SS curriculum which helps 
children discover how to know, love, and serve 
Jesus. It ties in well with our Vision Statement, that is, 
every child to experience the love of God and to 
come to a knowledge of the truth in Jesus; and 
for each child to continue growing as a disciple 
of the Lord Jesus.

 We believe that every child that comes through our 

SS ministry should have numerous opportunities to 
clearly hear the message of the saving Gospel of 
Jesus Christ and we pray that each one will indeed 
receive Jesus into their hearts. Furthermore, we 
believe that each child should grow in discipleship 
as they follow Jesus as their Savior and Lord. As such 
the ministry to the SS children is both evangelization 
and discipleship. As much as the curriculum is 
good, we need Christians who have tasted the 
goodness of the Lord and have a burden from the 
Lord to minister. In this regard, we are grateful to 
God for consistently providing teachers who buy in 
to the vision and who are passionate to be used by 
God week after week.  

Apart from our weekly ministry, we also organize 
the annual Vacation Bible School, which not only 
ministers to our SS children but also to those from 
other churches and even some pre-believers. And 
again year in year out, we see the faithfulness 
of our Lord in bringing in the children, and also 
raising the people needed to serve. It is a humbling 
experience serving the Lord in this ministry, knowing 
how little we give and how much the Lord makes 
it to be. In all our lessons, fellowship, gatherings, 
games and whatever else that bring the children 
closer to God, we know that “we have this treasure 
in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power 
is from God and not from us.” 2 Corinthians 4:7

The Lord has been gracious and faithful to us 
in providing for all of our needs, both personal 
and ministerial, and sustaining us in challenging 
times and easy times. We have been, and still are 
– teachers, parents and children- without doubt 
recipients of His goodness and grace time and 
time again. To Him be all glory!

SUNDAY   SCHOOL
MINISTRY

By Juan Morgan
Sunday School 
Superintendent
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SUNDAY SCHOOL
MINISTRY

Girlie Wong

Rosa Chin

L.T. Lau

Why do I serve in Sunday School? Well, Jesus came to serve and as 
I was trained to be a teacher, what else but Sunday School would 
be my calling.

What do I get from serving Sunday School? I feel young moving 
among youngsters. I learn to be disciplined in studying the Bible. 
Even as I prepare the lessons, often times, I am reminded and 
challenged by the message that I prepare. The message that I pass 
to the children is life-giving and life-changing; the message from 
God for them to lean on Him as they grow up. In moulding their lives 
some sow, some prune and some reap. I just have to be faithful in the 
little that I can do and multiple effects will take place. A seed that is 
planted will turn into a flower or into a tree that produces fruit. I just 
have to be faithful…

Some reflections from the Sunday School Teachers:

I have taught SS for so many years. Teaching in SS is still a joy to me 
and also my walk with God has grown closer.

Each time before I prepare my lesson, I would pray for God’s 
guidance, I can feel the presence of God guiding me in a way that I 
can relate His story and love that a child can understand.

It is such a wonderful feeling to tell the story of Jesus and making 
crafts related to the story and seeing the enthusiastic faces of the 
children wanting to know more about Jesus is a delight and blessing 
to me.

There has been so much learning about God and self when I teach 
SS – learning from the preparation of the lessons, walking with God 
for His guidance and also learning from the innocent answers and 
questions asked by the children. 

Our Father in heaven has blessed me with a long life, good health 
and a reasonable memory as I committed to teach the Standard 
six SS children these past eight years. Whatever I teach the children, 
I apply it also to my own life. To always commit everything to our 
loving and caring Heavenly Father in prayer and not to be just 
a hearer and reader of God’s Word but also a doer. For this I am 
richly blessed to be always contented, grateful to God and to 
experience His love, joy and peace daily.



The Home Helpers Ministry (HHM) strives to serve 
the needs of home helpers by reaching out 
through the Gospel of Jesus Christ in a safe and 
caring environment. The HHM is managed by 
the Methodist Women of TMCPJ and is premised 
on Leviticus 19:33-34 “When a foreigner 
resides among you in your land, do not mistreat 
them. The foreigner residing among you must 
be treated as your native-born. Love them as 
yourself, for you were foreigners in Egypt. I am 
the LORD your God”. HHM is aimed at creating 
a place where the home helpers can meet 
Christ through reading His Word, growing in faith, 
loving each other and developing a heart that 
encourages others to do the same.

The home helpers who are here to work usually 
come from impoverished backgrounds and are 
the primary financial support for their families. 
Being so far from home in a strange environment 
and away from friends and family, can cause 
homesickness, loneliness and even depression 
to set in. Some do not have off days, and makes 
having fellowship through HHM with some friends 
from their home country even more important.

Meeting at the Oasis every Sunday in a 
conducive and caring environment can 
provide some spiritual and emotional relief. 
These helpers are reminded that God loves us 
all, irrespective of who we are through worship, 
reading the Bible, praying, and learning English 
and Bahasa Malaysia songs.  Birthdays are also 
celebrated and they are encouraged to learn 
other languages from one another.

Through God’s guidance and faithfulness, the 
home helpers are able to adjust and settle into 
the new environment, so much so many of them 
have stayed longer than their original tenure, 
some from four to 18 years.   

God’s love and compassion is seen through 
the interaction between the facilitators and the 
helpers. The facilitators are reminded that these 
helpers are children of God and they are present 
here through God’s grace. The helpers are given 
opportunities to express themselves through 
various activities such as simple cooking and 
handicraft lessons. Assistance is also provided 
to helpers who encounter financial difficulties. 
 
The time spent on providing care and having 
fellowship with the home helpers is a joyous and 
enriching experience, mainly because love and 
assistance are being provided to someone in 
need of them. 

Moving forward, it will be encouraging to 
incorporate HHM into the Migrant Ministry which 
caters not only for home helpers from TMCPJ, 
but also any female foreign workers outside our 
Church who wishes to know God. Through this, 
HHM will be able to bring glory to God’s Kingdom.
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A Beautiful Sunday 
As observed by Jeanne Cheong on behalf of 

Evangelism and Missions Committees

Even weeks before the planned celebration, the faith 
community of Kampung Lallang in Tapah awaited 
with eager anticipation for the arrival of their special 
guests, the Evangelism Team of TMCPJ, to celebrate 
Christmas with them by the invitation of the Orang 
Asli Church and the Head of Missions at TMCPJ,  
Low Yang Cheng. They simply loved visitors, and we 
were just as excited to share with them our special 
Christmas skit. 

The Preparation 
On that big day, the women folk were all up and 
about very early in the morning to slaughter a dozen 
chickens to make a huge pot of curry dish. They 
had put aside the juiciest water melons, pineapples, 
papayas, and jack fruits that they had harvested 
earlier on. Buah petai were plucked from the trees 
in the surrounding forest, fresh cabbages, sawi, and 
kangkong were to be fried with ikan bilis, and fresh 
eggs from their free-range chickens to be made into 
thick omelettes fried with onions. The men caught 
some fish from the river and these were fried to a 
perfect crispness and crunch. 

The church hall was scrubbed clean, decorated with 
colourful balloons and streamers. New curtains were 
put up on the main windows. There was indeed an 
air of celebratory excitement. The stage platform was 
given a new lift with brand new white tiles. 

The Welcome 
The gentle Orang Asli (OA) folks, and their spunky 
and exuberant children, clusters of them peeking 
from behind the boulders to catch a glimpse of their 
esteemed guests (the Alpha Team) walking along 
the narrow road leading to their modest church, 

were waiting with eager anticipation for the special 
occasion. 

Armed with boxes of props and bags of goodies but 
most importantly, their sweet smiles and “selamat 
pagi’, the Team greeted each of them with warm 
handshakes. In return they were also greeted by the 
freshly cooked aroma of curry and sambal drifting 
from the kitchen! The OA women were feverishly 
cooking in anticipation of a feast after the singing, 
praying and preaching. The sound of the chicken 
frying in the kuali was so inviting. Just listening to it 
sizzle in the hot oil made our mouths ‘water’. But first, 
we had service to attend! 

The Worship 
Together we joined in worship led by the energetic 
Sui Yen. There was such unity and strength in our 
worship and prayers that the beauty of the Lord’s 
presence was felt in our hearts. We soared together 
with the children’s expressive singing with so much 
joy and energy. 

The Skit 
The compelling nativity scene was narrated by Santa 
Claus (a.k.a. Jabaraj Vincent) and enacted with 
lively, vicarious acting by the Team, punctuated with 
beautiful Christmas Carols and hymns. The whole 
enactment was vivid, full of colours and embellished 
with details further enhanced by the costumes, 
designed and made by our creative and diligent 
Alice Yeo. 

Santa Claus with the Message 
The children, and possibly also the adults, were taken 
by surprise with the sudden appearance of Santa 
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Claus with his long white beard, red suit, pot-belly 
and Ho Ho Ho! with bags full of yummy goodies and 
nicely wrapped gifts for everyone. 

Here we had Santa narrating the skit about the first 
Christmas when Jesus was born, the day when God 
sent His son to save the world, God’s greatest gift to 
humankind! 

Certainly such a depiction of Santa is a big departure 
from the Santa of commercialisation. The true 
perspectives of Christmas and gift-giving were put in 
their proper place by his message. And the audience 
listened with all their ears, eyes, and hearts! 

The Sermon 
Everyone was all ears again for another message as 
the OA worshippers here always yearned for more 
spiritual food. Their hunger for God’s Word reminds 
us of what Jesus said that people cannot truly live 
without every word that proceeds from the mouth of 
God, Matthew 4:4. 

The sharing of the Word, faithfully and steadily 
delivered by Hock Wah, was taken from Deuteronomy 
6, to challenge them to live out the truth of the values 
of God’s Kingdom on earth in their community. 
Everyone listened with rapt attention. 

The Food N Fellowship 
After saying Grace, we gathered around the variety 
of food spread on the table. The church was filled with 
the aroma of freshly fried chicken, curry and fish. Fried 
vegetables and freshly cut fruits picked from their 
own plots were plentiful. It was indeed heartening to 

see some of us putting the fork and spoon aside and 
lifting up food with our fingers enjoying every morsel 
of food prepared for us, eating contentedly side by 
side, sitting cross-legged on the floor together with 
the brothers and sisters of the Tapah church. And they 
bonded very quickly with us with plentiful exchanges 
of smiles in between mouthfuls! 

Saving the best for last, the host of the OA community, 
who is also the headman and “pastor” of the church, 
announced a surprise treat for his guests ... durians! 
Fresh from his orchards. One bite into it, oh my 
goodness! So creamy, moist and tasty. 

On Reflection 
Undeniably, it was a sweet harmonious worship and 
fellowship experience that I hope we will continue to 
have in our many more Sundays together. 

I believe that Sunday morning was a wonderful day 
for all of us, a day to be cherished for a long time to 
come. Indeed, could someone tie this day up with a 
ribbon and put it in a box for me? 
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Wisdom for Life, anyone?
By Lee Ching Wei

How many of us would think of referring to the Bible 
or more specifically the Book of Proverbs when 
faced with a dilemma of say, dealing with a difficult 
colleague at work or in a family conflict? Or do we 
pore over advice columns in magazines that feature 
situations similar to ours and heed those columnists’ 
instructions instead? 

Giving advice is big business. Just look at the array of 
self-help books, advice columns and the forwarded 
WhatsApp ‘counsel’! Ours is a society that is glutted 
with knowledge, yet at times without the much-
needed wisdom. 

So, when the Christian Education arm of Trinity 
Mecthodist Church Petaling Jaya (TMCPJ)
announced there would be a seminar entitled 
‘Wisdom for Life’, I could not resist. Sounds like a good 
way to spend the weekend by! With that, I signed up 
and attended the seminar by Rev. Dr. Gordon Wong, 
held on the weekend of 15 – 17 March, 2019  in TMCPJ. 

Rev. Dr. Gordon Wong is the President of Trinity Annual 
Conference (TRAC) Singapore.

The seminar started on Friday evening and continued 
on the next day from 9am to 3.30pm. Rev. Dr. Gordon 
Wong is no stranger to the TMCPJ congregation 
as he had conducted a few seminars and shared 
in our Church before. His background of having 
been a lecturer in Old Testament and his relaxed 
demeanour in teaching and sharing, made the 
seminar  interesting and easy-to-understand.

The seminar was divided into four sessions;
(1) Godly wisdom 
(2) Secular wisdom 
(3) Practical wisdom 
(4) Reflective wisdom

Godly Wisdom
The central theme of Proverbs is this; the fear of the 
Lord is the beginning of wisdom, found in Proverb 
9:10. 

It is important to know that the word ‘fear’ in this verse 
is not one of horror, despair and unease. Instead 
the context in which this word is used refers more 
to ‘knowing’. So if you substitute the word ‘fear’ with 
‘knowing’, the verse would sound more like this; 
knowing the Lord leads to wisdom. 

This was tackled in the first session on godly wisdom. 
It was interesting when Rev. Gordon pointed out 

that while the word ‘fear’ was used in the above-
mentioned central verse in Proverbs, this very book 
did not mention the words Sabbath, Moses and 
fasting at all. Not even once. 

This goes to show that Proverbs is not about regiments, 
religious rules and restrictions but of liberty and life. 
It wants the righteous to have joy (10:1, 15:20, 23:24) 
as knowing the Lord is a fountain or spring of life! 
(14:27, 8:35 & Psalm 119:45).

It is about trusting God in all things as per the often-
quoted verse of ‘Trust the Lord with all your heart and 
do not depend on your own understanding. In all 
your ways, acknowledge Him and He will direct your 
paths’, Proverbs 3:5-6.

Jesus demonstrated likewise; He trusted God in 
everything, prayed to God about His daily decisions 
and actions (Mark 1:35) and taught the disciples to 
pray about everything (the Lord’s Prayer in Matthew 
6:9-13 & Luke 11:2-4). 

Proverbs is not primarily about teaching us morality. It 
teaches us that the wisest way to live life on earth is 
by thinking and responding correctly to God.

Secular Wisdom
Would you agree that wisdom can be found in 
sources outside of Christian sphere? If you answer 
‘yes’ to the question above, you’re spot on.

The Bible records wisdom having come from non-
Israelite kings (and their mothers!), other cultures and 
even the observance of nature. 

Chapter 30 of Proverbs came from Agur son of Jakeh, 
a non-Israelite while chapter 31 was penned by King 
Lemuel, also a non-Israelite and the verses recorded 
were sound teachings by his mother 

What about wisdom from parents? Absolutely! (I can 
imagine all the parents reading this nodding their 
heads in agreement). Jesus’ relationship with His 
earthly parents shows us how we ought to obey and 
honour them (Luke 2:51 & Matthew 19:19).

We can even learn from locusts and ants and other 
creatures (Proverbs 30:24-28), from the birds and the 
flowers (Matthew 6:25-30).

Jesus also highlighted the importance of having 
common sense, told via the parables of counting the 
cost of building in Luke 14:27-30 and counting the 
cost of war in Luke 14:31-32. 
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Do you realise that in many of Jesus’ parables, the 
stories were not always taken directly from scripture 
or the synagogue but rather from secular settings; 
a sower, debt collecting, vineyard workers, weddings 
etc? Talk about being relevant! 

In summary of this session, do not confine sources 
of wisdom to only churches or ‘Christian sources’. We 
should not be too quick to reject secular wisdom as 
biblical wisdom shares a lot in common with it!

Practical Wisdom
Have you ever wondered about the difference 
between knowledge and wisdom? To me, knowledge 
may reside only in the head. Wisdom, in many 
occasions requires the head, the heart and the 
actions to be in sync. 

One’s wisdom or stupidity is not measured by how 
much one knows but by how wisely (or stupidly) one 
lives. Our lives will show whether we are wise or not. 
This is what practical wisdom is all about.

These are the examples of practical situations 
covered in Proverbs:   
(a) Table manners (23:1-8)
 -  Eating with a king (23:1-3): All about not falling  
  in love with luxury
 - Eating with a stingy person (23:6-7): Don’t be  
  naive or insensitive!   
(b) On parenting
 - Don’t just pray, punish! (23:13-14)
 - Don’t just trust, train! (22:6)
(c) On marriage and singleness
 - Don’t become an argumentative spouse (21:9  
  & 25:4)
 - Singleness is not the worst state in life! (21:19)

Reading some of these verses makes me chuckle 
but the wisdom in them cannot be denied. Biblical 
wisdom is the practical art of living skilfully. We ought 
to pray for emotional quotient much more than 
intelligence quotient.

Reflective Wisdom
In the last segment, Rev. Gordon talked about why 
the understanding and application of Proverbs need 
careful reflection. Proverbs do not provide a simple list 
of do’s and don’ts. It should make us more perceptive 
and we must be aware that if misapplied, it can be 
harmful.

Take for example the verse “The words of a gossip are 
like choice morsels; they go down to the inmost parts” 
(26:22). Is this verse telling us that gossip is delicious 
and thus should be enjoyed? On the contrary! It 
highlights how easy it can be to justify gossip thus 
we have to be on guard and not fall into the trap of 
‘consuming’ or ‘serving’ gossip to others. 

There are many more verses like the verse above 
which requires us to reflect and ponder before 
responding. Bear in mind that biblical meditation is 
not emptying your mind of all thoughts but engaging 
your mind with God’s Word and the world.

Summary
In summary, much wisdom can be gleaned from 
this amazing book of Proverbs if only we take time 
to read, reflect and respond. Sources of wisdom are 
wide; from God himself, the people around us and 
nature, Christian and non-Christian alike though it 
takes discernment to identify and learn from them. 
Also, never forget; Jesus who walked amongst us on 
the face of this earth with his sharing, teaching and 
parables was wisdom personified. And He continues 
to walk with us today.

So, back to the introduction where I mentioned 
about the abundance of self-help books and advice 
columns in our society today. While some columnists 
and book authors may indeed be legitimate in their 
writing and guidance, the book of Proverbs offers 
us advice and counsel that is both practical and 
spiritual. Plus, do you know how long it has been 
around? Over two millennia! Is it still applicable 
today? You bet!

Now, that’s what I call time-tested wisdom. 
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The Book of Proverbs - was it boring?
By Donald Lau

This seminar conducted by Dr Gordon Wong in March 
was entitled WISDOM FOR LIFE. 

As usual, I signed up for it. I have been to Dr Gordon’s 
seminar on Genesis and found it so interesting 
and reminiscent of some of the stories that I have 
forgotten. Dr Gordon himself is such a good speaker. 
A clear voice, standing tall and usually spices up his 
lessons with a good dose of humour.

As usual, I would try to read up on the subject before 
the seminar just to familiarize myself with the contents 
and see if there are any points that I may want to 
enquire about during the seminar. To my horror, I fell 
asleep after reading the first 3 chapters of the Book. 
It was verse after verse, line after line of wise sayings, 
good teachings, proverbs (of course) and feel good 
quotes. Oh dear…… Is this going to be the train of 
teaching for this seminar? I started skimming and 
skipping and it would seem that the whole book was 
going to be like this. Sleep apnea attack coming!!!!

Come seminar night, a light dinner was available, 
and after dinner, I quietly made my way into the old 
sanctuary.  This time, I was going to sit behind (just in 
case!!) but somehow, I was led timidly to the front…
(oh dear again!) Sat down, Praise and Worship and 
some light banter between Dr Gordon and Pastor 
Paul and Dr Gordon got down to business……

Dr Gordon started by saying that the Book of Proverbs 
was boring to some but he would try to make it 
interesting so no one dozes off!!! (oh-oh)

Right at the start he defined the term ‘Fear of the 
Lord’. That jolted me! He defined ‘fear; not in terms 
of being afraid ‘fear’ but more of respect, reverence, 
submission and restrictions (rules). Fear means 
putting God first, not necessarily just following the 
rules and practices but doing what is right. Please 
God by doing what is right and by doing that, you 
please both God and yourself. And with this pleasing 
you start to gain WISDOM!

Dr Gordon goes on to dissect the Book of Proverbs into 
four types of Wisdom and picked related verses from 
the Book to show examples. I  will try to summarise.

Godly Wisdom
Proverbs 3:5-6. Trust in the Lord with all your heart 
and do not depend on your own understanding. In 
all your ways, acknowledge Him and He will direct 
your path. That would summarise Godly Wisdom. 
The wisest way to live life on earth is by thinking and 
responding correctly to God. 

Live like Christ did, pray often, pray mindfully especially 
when reciting the Lord’s prayer. 

Secular Wisdom
Secular wisdom comes from learning from sources 
outside biblical teachings. Learning from parents, 
(he emphasised this 3 times), learning from the wise, 
Solomon, for instance. Learning from non Isrealite 
kings, other wise men through the ages. Learn from 
animals and insects. He even gave an example of ants 
and locusts and their productivity and togetherness. 
Learn from other cultures and religions. ‘Do not reject 
secular wisdom too quickly. Biblical wisdom shares 
a lot in common with it!’

Practical Wisdom
One’s wisdom or stupidity is not measured by how 
much one knows but by how wisely (or stupidly) 
one lives! This lesson includes simple living ways 
like table manners, the love of luxuries, naivety and 
insensitiveness. He touched on parenting (again). The 
part on marriage and singleness was interesting. The 
thought of the nagging spouse (and he was careful 
to be gender neutral here!!!) probably woke most 
of us up. Be constructive in criticism not destructive. 
Likewise, welcome constructive criticism. Practical 
wisdom is the art of living skillfully. Proverbs 16:16. 
Get wisdom! It is worth more than money.

Reflective Wisdom
Proverbs is not a list of do’s and don’t’s. Like parables, 
the Proverbs require us to reflect and respond. 
Parables prod us to ponder. Proverbs take wisdom 
in order to give wisdom. Here he gives the parable 
of the good Samaritan. The Gospel of Luke and 
Matthew was quoted many times too. It is all about 
thinking and reflecting on what’s wise and good. All 
about justice, mercy and faithfulness and loving your 
neighbor. Reflect, think, react and engage your mind 
with God’s word and the world.

The conclusion Dr Gordon drew from all this, is to live 
a ‘WISE’ life. A life that takes Jesus as an example of all 
things wise. A life for us to think of our actions before 
committing them. Learn from all and not just from the 
church. Practise good and wise behavior not only 
to those close but beyond the church and family. To 
reflect on the Scriptures when living for the love of 
God and your neighbours.

I enjoyed this seminar very much and I did not doze 
off!!. Thank you Dr Gordon Wong. I hope you get 
invited to speak again on another topic and many 
more of us can experience your ‘WISDOM’.
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Getting to know our 
new Pastor and his family

The Clarion chats with Pastor Paul Santosh Christie and his wife Gladys…..

Since January 2019, many of us would have seen 
two new yet familiar faces at Trinity Methodist Church, 
Petaling Jaya (TMCPJ), one speaking from the pulpit, 
praying at the crèche, greeting parishioners and 
chatting with visitors at the Connect Lounge, while 
the other greeting and getting to know parishioners 
and re-connecting with old acquaintances. They are 
none other than our new Pastor-in-Charge (PIC), the 
Rev. Paul Santosh Christie and his wife, Mrs. Gladys 
Christie. Both Rev. Paul and Gladys are no strangers 
to us, as Rev. Paul had his first tour of duty at TMC PJ 
during the period 2001 till 2004.  

Rev. Paul was born in Kuala Lumpur into a Christian 
family with two other siblings and had his primary 
and secondary education at the Methodist Boys 
School, Kuala Lumpur. His home church was the 
Wesley Methodist Church, Kuala Lumpur, (KL Wesley) 
where he participated in various activities, including 
Methodist Youth Fellowship, singing in the choir, Music 
Ministry Team and serving as an officer in the Boys’ 
Brigade Junior section. His mother was a tuition 
teacher, while his father held a wide range of jobs, the 
most significant being in the family printing business 
which involved marketing printing machines to 
South-east Asian countries and the printing of t-shirts, 
garments and books. After completing his education 
and being the eldest son, Rev. Paul assisted his father 
in running the family business as competition was 
stiff. He was also learning the ropes so that he could 
eventually take over the family business. To equip 
himself for the business world, he pursued various 
courses in management and marketing. When the 
business stabilized, he felt that he needed to pursue 
his tertiary education, either in business administration 
or reading law. Rev. Paul indicated, “In the midst of all 
these planning, God was already working and had 
other plans for me.”

Rev. Paul’s road to full time ministry began in 
1996 when he became a pre-full time ministry 
candidate under the PIC at KL Wesley to ascertain 
his calling to serve in full time ministry. This calling 
was confirmed through God’s Word, conviction in 
his heart and confirmation by both the pastors and 
the congregation. Subsequently, in 1997, he enrolled  
into Seminary Theologi Malaysia and graduated in 
2000. Upon graduation, Rev. Paul was appointed as 

Assistant Pastor in TMC PJ in 2001, and worked with 
the then PIC, the Rev. Wong Onn Thau. In addition 
to assisting Rev. Wong, he also had oversight of the 
Bukit Rahman Putra Preaching Point until it became 
a Local Conference Church in 2004.   

In 2005, Rev. Paul left TMC PJ to take up the position 
of PIC of Wesley Methodist Church, Seremban, and 
served there until the end of 2012. At the same 
time, he was also pastor assigned to Taman Ujong 
Methodist Church (2005-2008) and was appointed 
the District Superintendent (DS) for the Eastern District 
in 2012, with DS pastor assigned to Bentong and Raub 
Methodist Churches. In 2013, Rev. Paul was transferred 
to Wesley Methodist Church, Penang. During his stint 
in Penang, he was also appointed DS for the Northern 
District, with DS pastor-assigned to Alor Star and Sg. 
Petani Wesley Methodist Churches (2013). He served 
in Penang for six years before being posted to TMC 
PJ in 2019. In addition to these, Rev. Paul served as 
Chairman of the TRAC Board of Evangelism from 2008 
until 2012, and is currently serving as the Registrar of 
the Board of Ministry for the period 2016 until 2020. 

As Gladys puts it, she “was born and bred in Penang”, 
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having completed her primary, secondary and 
tertiary education in the Pearl of the Orient. Unknown 
to many of us, Gladys graduated from Universiti Sains 
Malaysia with a degree in education and a double 
major in English and Biology. Her first posting as a 
teacher was to Sabah in 1991 where she served for 
five years, and subsequently returned to teach in her 
alma mater, Convent Green Lane in 1996. In fulfilling 
God’s calling, Gladys resigned from teaching in 1999 
and enrolled in Seminary Theologi of Malaysia for a 
year where she obtained the Graduate Diploma in 
Christian Studies. Looking back, God led her in this 
direction to prepare her for her future life of being a 
pastor’s wife!  

Rev. Paul and Gladys were married in 2001, after which 
Gladys resumed her teaching career at Methodist 
High School Kuala Lumpur. In 2002, they were blessed 
with the birth of Silas and Gladys gave up teaching 
to become a home-maker. In 2005, Lucas  was born 
while they were in Seremban. The desire to teach has 
always remained with Gladys, and in 2009 she took 
up the position of supervisor in a home school in 
Seremban. While in Penang, Gladys had a teaching 
stint at Wesley Methodist School Penang.    

Clarion posed this question to Rev. Paul and Gladys - 
How does it feel returning to TMCPJ after 14 years 
and what are some of the changes you have 
observed? Their responses are as follows:

Rev. Paul: One always remembers being involved in 
anything for the first time.  Returning to TMCPJ brings 
back precious and pleasant memories as this is 
where I started out as a budding new pastor and 
where I began my journey in full-time ministry. It is a 
joy to see that the Church has grown, with many new 
faces and new people serving in various ministries. 
At the same time, some familiar faces are no longer 
around and they are certainly missed. TMCPJ is also 
the Church where my former Principal, the late Mr. 
Yong Chee Seng worshipped and some of my former 
school teachers are members of this Church.  

Physically, I am happy to see the brand new building, 
Trinity Living Stream (TLS). I try not to use the lift and 
prefer to climb the stairs to familiarise myself with the 
new building. On Sundays, I use the stairs to warm up 
before the service! I will always have a sentimental 
attachment to Sanctuary 1 and the Church Hall 
which hold vivid and fond memories. Sanctuary 
1 was where I started pastoring, where Silas was 
baptised and where I had the opportunity to conduct 
weddings and funerals.  

I thank God for the dedicated Pastoral staff and 
Ministry Staff at TMCPJ – Rev. Joshua, Pr Lewis and 
Susan. I am also thankful for the good and hard-
working team of Church Office staff, the evergreen 

Keat Chen who was here during my first tour of duty, 
and the new faces in Hendry, Ho Chi, Guat Ching and 
Sabrina as well as the team of General Workers.  

Some observations and changes that have taken 
place…

Of course there is TLS and the worship times for Church 
services have changed! Ministries have grown. I am 
happy to note the emphasis given to discipleship 
and the nurturing classes that have been planned. In 
addition, the continued emphasis on Small Groups is 
a positive move towards building the spiritual health 
of TMCPJ. The Boys’ and Girls’ Brigades have grown 
and are active, and so are the Methodist Senior 
Fellowship, the Methodist Women, Methodist Youth 
Fellowship and the Methodist Adult Fellowship.  

I am pleased to see that the Alpha Programme, 
which was pioneered by Rev. Wong Onn Thau, Aileen 
Khoo and myself in 2003, is still going on. I am also 
happy that the Experiencing God Course, which I 
conducted, is still carried on. 

I am glad that Pastors continue to undertake visitation 
every week. It is important to stay connected with 
those who are unable to attend Church to show our 
care and concern for them. 

The introduction of wearing name tags is a good 
move. I wish to express my sincere apologies for not 
remembering names. But I do remember faces! It 
will be helpful for me if members come forward and 
introduce themselves or help me remember their 
names.   

Gladys: I am grateful for the warm welcome we 
received and glad to be back to a Church which 
is familiar. It brings back warm memories of coming 
home to familiar faces, good friendships and great 
times spent together. It is also wonderful to meet 
friends who had supported us as a family during 
those early years, and even helped to baby-sit Silas! I 
was prepared for the change. 

Some of the observations and changes…

There certainly were changes in the youth - those 
who were kids and were in the crèche during Church 
services, have grown up! They are now friends with 
Silas and Lucas and have helped tremendously 
by supporting them during this adjustment period. 
Some have even become mentors to them.

There is certainly no change in faithfulness of the 
congregation at TMCPJ in the various ministries. There 
are so many so committed to what God has called 
them to do!
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Another question posed to Rev. Paul and Gladys 
– What do you see as the vision and role for 
TMCPJ? How can the community of faith at TMCPJ 
contribute towards achieving it? 

Rev. Paul revealed that his conviction to serve God 
is based on the Word of God, namely, John 8;36; 
1 Corinthians 2:2; 15:58; 2 Corinthians 9:8; and 
Philippians 3:10-11. Because of what Christ did to 
redeem and save and in gratitude for that selfless 
act, he continues to share and preach the gospel as 
well as minister to God’s people. Rev. Paul shared that 
when he received word about his transfer to TMCPJ, 
he spent time in prayer asking God to show how he 
would be able to synergise his calling with that of 
TMC PJ. In doing so, he highlighted 4 principles:

a. the Church must be a “disciple-making church”  
 where preaching and teaching the Word of God  
 must be undertaken intentionally and faithfully. It  
 must not only be seen on Sunday, but every day  
 and in every ministry of the Church and in every  
 home and the workplace;

b. the Church must be a “praying church” and must  
 be a house of prayer. Again, this should not only  
 take place on Sundays;

c. the Church must be a “harmonious church”.  
 TMCPJ is a large church that is segregated  
 according to the services – 9am service has an  
 average attendance of 630-650 worshippers,  
 Chinese service with approximately 80  
 worshippers and the 5pm service with 
 approximately 110 worshippers. At the same  
 time, activities are undertaken according to  
 different ministries, organisations and  groups.  
 According to John 17:21, Jesus prayed that  
 “… they will be one, just as you and I are  
 one…” While diversity is good, there should not be  
 separation and division. It is important to build  
 community with emphasis on healthy spiritual  
 building; and

d. the Church must be a “witnessing church”. John  
 Wesley said, “I look upon this world as my parish.”  
 Based on this, it is crucial that TMC PJ be a  
 witnessing church – witnessing for Jesus Christ to  
 one another, in the family, society, community and  
 the nation. 

Rev. Paul is of the opinion that based on these four 
principles, the Vision and Mission of TMC PJ will be 
fulfilled. Rev. Paul reiterates that we are here by the 
grace of God and saved by the grace through faith 
in Jesus Christ (cf. Ephesians 2:8). TMC PJ should be a 
disciple-making, praying, harmonious and witnessing 
church for the glory of God. Then only can TMC PJ be 

a church after God’s own heart, with every member 
being loyal to Christ and to His Church, the Methodist 
Church in Malaysia.   

For Gladys, her wish is to see more serving in Church 
and she hopes to encourage more to use their 
talents and gifts in serving God. Gladys feels that we 
should also be more creative and think out of the box 
in serving God. Being a large congregation, it is easy 
for many to be missed or go unnoticed. TMC PJ is a 
warm Church, but there is more that can be done 
to ensure that everyone feels the love and warmth. 
While serving in Church is important, more ways of 
reaching out beyond the Church walls should also 
be looked into. 

Recognising that TMC PJ is a large church and was a 
“busy” church even 14 years ago, Gladys has made 
a small request on behalf of her family – she hopes to 
see the leadership being more involved and taking 
on a more active role in Church administration, 
activities and the running of the various ministries so 
that Rev. Paul will be able to have more family time. 

On a lighter note, Rev. Paul’s hobbies are reading, 
music, football, of which Liverpool Football Club has 
been his favourite football team since he was young, 
and watching good movies with the family if he has 
the time. Rev. Paul loves coffee and quipped that his 
blood contains coffee! Gladys too loves coffee. Her 
interest lies in music, drama and literature. Both Rev. 
Paul and Gladys love nature and they hope to hit 
some of the nature trails around KL and PJ soon.

Both Rev. Paul and Gladys wish to express their thanks 
to the Church for the warm welcome and assistance 
accorded to them when they returned to TMC PJ. A 
special word of thanks goes to the youth for their 
friendship and support shown to Silas and Lucas. 
They also wish to thank the Church for upholding the 
Pastors and their families in prayer, while praying for 
the Church and the nation.

At the end of this chat session, both Rev. Paul and 
Gladys indicated that their mission for God and 
service to God is based on the Word of God and also 
John Wesley’s words, “Do all the good you can, by all 
the means you can, in all the places you can, as long 
as you ever can.”

We, the congregation warmly welcome Rev. Paul, 
Gladys, Silas and Lucas into the TMC PJ fold and 
endeavour to love, encourage, support and assist 
them in fulfilling their mission during their tenure at 
TMC PJ. 

To God be the Glory!
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Moses Samuel 
(Associate Lay 

Leader)

Pr Lewis Loke
Wing Cheong

(Assistant Pastor)

Eddy Chat
Chee Leong

(Chinese Ministry 
Committee Chair)

1. Ong Chong Lai (Associate Lay Leader)
2. Paul David (Social Concerns Committee Chair)
3. Michael Leong Yi Shen (Elective Steward)
4. Patrick Dutton (Elective Steward)
5. Khong Zhi Wei (President, Methodist Youth Fellowship)
6. Dr Surendran Thuraisingham (Elective Steward)
7. Phylicia Hwam (Communications Committee Chair)
8. Leong Sow Yoke (President, Methodist Adult Fellowship)
9. Adele Chow Nyook Sim (Captain, Girls’ Brigade)
10. Low Yang Cheng (Missions Committee Chair)
11. Hong Hee Leong (Treasurer)
12. Mary Bien Mei Nien (Kindergarten Committee Chair)
13. Coreen Liew Oi Foong (Fellowship Committee Chair)
14. The Rev Joshua Hong (Associate Pastor)
15. Tan Giok Hui (Captain, Boys’ Brigade)
16. Keith Wee Heng Seng (Worship & Music Committee Chair)
17. Woo Soon Ming (LCEC Chairman)
18. The Rev Paul Santosh Christie (Pastor-In-Charge)
19. Andrew Wong Cheng Yow (Lay Leader)
20. Chew Lee Fuang (Associate Lay Leader)
21. Theresa Yip Kuey Fa (Associate Lay Leader)
22. Betty Khaw Geok Kee (President, Methodist Women)
23. Grace Choong Chui Chui (Christian Education Committee Chair)
24. Betty Liew Kim Niong (Small Groups / Home Fellowship)
25. Hoi Hung Wah (Membership Committee Chair)
26. Rick So Tan Pong (Evangelism Committee Chair)

LCEC Members for 2019

      
1

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

2 3 4
5 6 7

8 9 10 11

Lee Siew Hong 
(Stewardship & 

Finance)

Paul Lai Chu
(Church  

Redevelopment 
Project Committee 

Chair)

Juan Morgan
(Sunday School 
Superintendent)

Roy Goh Yak Poo
(Property 

Committee Chair)

Peter Chen Kiat 
Leong

(President, 
Methodist Senior 

Fellowship)
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Sunday School Teachers’ Installation on 27th January 2019  

Small Group Leaders’ Installation on 10th February 2019
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RUTH JAYASEKARA  

Called home in
December, 2018

YVONNE LAU 
YOKE HENG   

Called home in
December, 2018

HONG YIN PENG       

Called home in
January, 2019

YAP MOY KIN       

Called home in
February, 2019

CHEONG YOONG HOI        

Called home in
February, 2019

MAJOR (RTD) DAVID 
LOW HUP THUAN        

Called home in
March, 2019

MRS NY RITCHIE nee
CHEAH NYOOK YIN

Called home in
March, 2019

PHILIP LAI 

Called home in
December, 2018

Called home to eternal rest
”Jesus said, I am the resurrection and I am life. Those who believe in me, 
even though they die yet shall they live. And whoever lives and believes in me shall
never die. I am the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last. 
I died, and behold I am alive forevermore, and I hold the key of hell and death. 
Because I live, you shall live also.” - The Word of Grace – (UMH pg. 871)

The following members of TMCPJ were called home to eternal rest. 
Our condolences to their family members.

connect | CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS
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Joined together in Holy Matrimony…
The community of faith at TMCPJ witnessed the marriage of Julius Yap and Li Zhi on 9th January 2019. 
Congratulations to the newly married couple and may God who brought you together bless your marriage, 
enrich your lives and deepen your love throughout the years…..  
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The 11th East Asia Area Seminar in 
Hong Kong on 27th-30th March 2019

Reported by Theresa Yip & Roslind Yong

Roslind Yong and I together with 
seven other sisters were grateful 
for the opportunity to represent 
Trinity Annual Conference (TRAC) 
Methodist Women at the 11th 
East Asia Area (EAA) Seminar 
2019 in Kowloon, Hong Kong. The 
Malaysia Unit comprised of 40 
participants from TRAC, Chinese 
Annual Conference, Tamil Annual 
Conference, Sarawak Iban Annual 
Conference, Sarawak Chinese 
Annual Conference and Sabah 
Annual Conference.

The East Asia Area is one of the 
National Units combined within 
nine geographical areas of the 
World Federation of Methodist and 
Uniting Church Women to affirm its purpose “To Know 
Christ and To make Him Known”. The East Asia Area 
comprises Cambodia, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Japan 
(Associate), Korea, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore 
and Taiwan.

This Area Seminar provides us with the opportunity 
to learn and to be equipped through the many 
distinguished plenary speakers as well as to listen 
to each other’s stories, respond to each other’s 
concern and learn from each other as we share, 
pray and worship together. The seminar theme 
“Here I am! Send me” is most timely and fitting in this 
increasingly secular world where we stand against 
much challenges and hostilities as we stand up for 
Christ and proclaim His name.

On the evening of 27th March, the Seminar opening 
worship began with a procession of country banners 
with all the participants adorned in their beautiful 
national or traditional costume. It was truly a blessing 
to be able to hear from so many distinguished 
speakers for an insightful and interesting sharing:-

1.  The Rev Dr Sung-che Lam, President, The Methodist
Church, Hong Kong preached at the opening 
service on 27th March and his sermon was on 
Jesus’ encouragement to “Go & Do Likewise” 
(Luke 10:25-37).

God is constantly calling all to Him to respond to 
the world who is in need of love. We are living in 
a world that is increasingly lacking in love while 

being besieged by different 
problems and needs. Today, 
people are being “harassed 
and helpless like sheep without 
a shepherd” as described in the 
Gospels. We are called and sent 
by God to carry with us our faith, 
our life and mission to enter into 
the multitudes that are in need 
of God’s mercy. We must grasp 
every opportunity, overcome 
various adversities and respond 
to all sorts of challenges so as 
to witness for our Lord. God’s 
eternal command to us is 
“Bring goods news to the poor, 
proclaim release to the captives 
and recovery of sight to the 

blind and proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.”

2. The 1st plenary speaker was Prof Francis Ching-
wah Yip who is the Associate Professor and 
Associate Director of the Divinity School of Chung 
Chi College, The Chinese University of Hong Kong. 
His message was “As the Father has sent me, so I 
send you” (John 20:19-23 and Luke 4:14-21).

Prof Francis Yip spoke about those living in 
fear of violence and oppression, poverty and 
marginalisation. He urged us to respond to the 
great commission with concrete action as well as 
evangelism. We need to be empowered for action 
through the Holy Spirit.

3.  The 2nd plenary speaker was The Rev. Prof Lung- 
 kwong Lo who was born in Hong Kong and  
 received his Ph.D from Durham University, UK. 

He was Professor and former Director of the 
Divinity School of Chung Chi College, The Chinese 
University of Hong Kong. Now, he is the Adjunct 
Professor and Senior Research Fellow (Hon) of the 
School and a Life Member of Clare Hall, University 
of Cambridge. He spoke on “Serve our Lord 
continuously with Vision” (1 Samuel 2:1-11; 3:1-3).

He used the story of Hannah, who glorified God by 
offering her child into God’s service, to encourage 
us to offer our time, talents and money to serve the 
Lord and let Him decide how He will use us. Women 
are not weak but strong... a humble woman can 
also serve the Lord. Serve the Lord with joy, be a 
servant, be sent out!
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4. The 3rd plenary speaker was Mrs Alison Judd who
is currently the World President of the World 
Federation of Methodist and Uniting Church 
Women. Elected at the 13th World Assembly in 
Houston, Texas in August 2016 and will serve her 
role until August 2021. She spoke on “Chosen 
People: Called to Proclaim” (1 Peter 2:9-10) to 
highlight some of the ways we proclaim our faith 
through worship, relationship and social action. 
We were reminded that we are chosen but we still 
need to respond.

5. The fourth plenary speaker was The Rev. Dr Heasun
Kim who is the Director of Scranton Women’s 
Leadership Center in Seoul, Korean and is a 
staff of the National Office of United Methodist 
Women (UMW), USA. Scranton Center dedicates 
to educate and empower women in becoming 
community and global leaders and offers 
scholarships to about 200 women students in 
developing countries in Asia. She holds a Master 
of Theology Degree from the Perkins School of 
Theology, Dallas, Texas and a Doctor of Ministry 
Degree in Feminist Theology from Episcopal 
Divinity School, Cambridge, Massachusettes.

Her message was taken from Luke 1:37-56 
entitled, “Here I am! Send me, but where are you 
sending me?” The Rev. Haesun helped us explore 
the theme of the Seminar. What is stopping you 
to share the truth? What happens if you do not 
speak the truth? Injustice!

6. Prof Mabel Wu was the 5th plenary speaker. Prof
Mabel Wu is the Church and Liturgy Professor 
Emeritus of Lutheran Theological Seminary. She 
graduated Music Education at San Francisco 
Conservatory of Music, Stanford University and 
Holy Names University. She furthered her liturgical 
study at the University of Notre Dame in USA. Prof 
Mabel is a well- known choir conductor and music 
editor of Hymns of Praise and chief editor of New 
Hymns of Praise. She is also a popular speaker for 
church music workshops.

She spoke on “Why Christians Sing in Worship” 
There are six reasons why we sing in church:-
• Singing is His commandment
• Singing helps us to remember God’s saving  

 grace
• Singing together as one body of Christ is a  
 sign of church unity
• Singing strengthens and deepened our faith in  
 Christ
• Singing is a sacrifice of praise
• Singing helps us glorify God to sanctify our soul

7. The sixth plenary speaker was Mrs Matilda
Johnson, Vice President of World Federation. She 
was born in Banjul (then Bathurst), The Gambia 
and is a member of Wesley Cathedral, Methodist 
Church, The Gambia.

Issues of gender justice and women in leadership, 
climate change and forced migration, healthy 
living and equal opportunities for education, 
poverty and skills training to enable women to 
generate an income, domestic violence and 
human trafficking are all being shared in her 
inspiring address on United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goals:-
• SDG 11: Sustainable cities and communities
• SDG 16: Peace, justice and strong institution

8. Last but not the least, the 7th plenary speaker was
Mrs Joyce Lee who is currently the Assistant 
Director (Elderly & Youth) of Yang Memorial 
Methodist Social Service. She graduated from 
the University of Hong Kong with a Social Work 
Degree and obtained a Master degree in 
Human Resources Management. Mrs Joyce Lee 
described the excellent and much needed work 
of “Crisis in the Family” an organisation caring for 
those affected by unmarried pregnancy, mental 
illness, substance abuse, prostitution, poverty and 
the needs of the elderly.

9. The speaker for the Closing Service on 30th March
2019 was The Rev. Ralph Lee who spoke on “Be 
Empowered! Bear Witness!” (Isaiah 49:8-13). He 
began his sermon with “forget closing – this is 
the start of mission!” We were urged to take the 
example of young people in the news who fueled 
by a passion for those in need, had spoken out 
for justice. He challenged us to consider whether 
we as church had become too middle class and 
little concerned for those in great need. When 
we move as a group as a worldwide Methodist, 

Getting ready for the Gala Dinner 
on 27th Mar 2018

The Malaysian Unit with World Federation
and EAA Officers

A beautiful ‘tree’ was adorned with
the twelve fruits, described in the

Federation handbook as our priorities 
for action. Dressed in black in observance

of “Thursday in Black”.
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we can make a difference! A single person can 
walk long but together we can walk long and far! 
Can we become true daughters of God? When 
we leave and go back to our country, can we be 
God’s agent of love?

This year, 40 young women from the Asian Young 
Women’s Leadership Development (AYWLD) 2019 
were present in our midst, representing all the EAA 
member countries and potential member countries 
of ever expanding Asia. These young women played 
a significant role in the Seminar, enjoying their own 
leadership training event alongside the programme. 
We can see what our future will look like by looking at 
what we do with our next generation leaders. Young 
women have so much to say to the existing leaders, 
and they also look for wise counsel from the senior 
leadership. We are challenged to put our hearts and 
minds together to be opened to learn from each 
other. Below are the AYWLD presentation based on 
their collective views:-

1. Who are the young people of today?
 • Young people of today are more image- 
  conscious.
 • Young people of today have more freedom of  
  speech.
 • Young people of today have to balance  
  traditional mentality (societal responsibility)  
  and western mentality (individualism).

2.  Who are the Asian Christian Young Women  
 Leaders?
 • They are conscious of social issues.
 • They are bold to be difference-makers.
 • They can influence and create change by  
  using social media.

3.  Issues faced by young women:-
 • Pressured to balance society’s expectation of  
  ‘ideal woman’ (career, marriage, having  
  children, etc).
 • Experience violence and sexual abuse.
 • Not respected or taken seriously by society.
 • Opinions and thoughts are viewed as “less  
  valuable” by the elders.

4. The efforts of young women in addressing these  
 issues:-
 • Raising awareness among young people on  
  gender issues.
 • Speaking out and standing up against  
  discrimination and inequality.
 • Supporting and creating a safe space for one  
  another.
 • Educating the younger generation to put a  
  stop to these issues in the future. 

5. Their Plea:-
 • Mentoring & guidance by more experienced  
  women leaders.
 • Greater exposure to leadership programmes  
  like, EAA AYWLD.
 • More opportunities to serve in decision-making  
  position.
 • To collaborate with women leaders in  
  organising programmes and events.
 • Greater acceptance by senior women of  
  perspectives and experiences.

Coming together in Hong Kong with the rest of the 
sisters from other regions gave us much to celebrate 
as we nurtured our personal growth as well as 
strengthened our sisterhood in the EAA and the World 
Federation of the Methodist and Uniting Church 
Women. We returned home with beautiful memories 
ever praising God for faithfully providing for our needs 
and for past achievements.  We continue to trust Him 
for whatever the future may hold. May God bless us 
abundantly as we answer the call – “Here I Am!”

The next Assembly of the World Federation of 
Methodist & Uniting Church Women will be held in 
Gothenburg Sweden from 10th-15th August 2021. 
God willing, we will be there!

You did not choose me, but I chose you
and appointed you so that you might go and bear 

fruit— fruit that will last—
and so that whatever you ask in my name

the Father will give you.
John 15:16

The new EAA Officers 2021-2026 
(from right) 

Mrs Mary Devadason, President 
(Malaysia) 

Mrs Chao Hui Min, Vice President 
(Taiwan) 

Mrs Margaret Chan, Secretary 
(Malaysia) 

Mrs Koh In Keong, Treasurer 
(Korea)

Group photo of the 293 participants
to the EAA Seminar 2019
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Young Adult Small Group get-together
By Noel J Jayaratnam (Crossroot SG)

On 29th March, the Young Adult (YA) Small Groups 
of ALEPH, Beth, Crossroot met to mingle together. 
We took opportunity to meet each other so that 
we could grow closer as a YA community while 
worshipping in the larger community of TMCPJ. 
It was very encouraging to see many of the members  
come for this first get-together.  

To warm up the fellowship, we gathered in a circle 
and introduced the person standing on the right. 
As people shared, we discovered some common 
interests  among the members.  A good fellowship time 
can never be without a good spread of scrumptious 
dishes. It was wonderful to have a couple of young 
adults contributing some home-made recipes on top 
of the catered spread. 

There were many conversations as we had our dinner.  
I was glad to have met many of the young adults 
during this get-together and be encouraged with the 
stories and testimonies. We had such a good time 
chatting that we lost track of time. Beth SG planned 
a surprise home-made birthday cake for one of its 
members and the rest of us had the pleasure of 
celebrating her birthday. We closed with a short time 
of praise songs to remind ourselves that it is  by God’s 
grace that we belong to Him and to each other . 

As we ended our time together,  we were asked to 
read 1 Peter 2: 9-12 for encouragement as  Christ’s 
representatives at our workplace, neighbourhood 

and families:

But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A 
HOLY NATION, A PEOPLE FOR God’s OWN POSSESSION, 
so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who 
has called you out of darkness into His marvelous 
light; for you once were NOT A PEOPLE, but now you 
are THE PEOPLE OF GOD; you had NOT RECEIVED 
MERCY, but now you have RECEIVED MERCY. Beloved, 
I urge you as aliens and strangers to abstain from 
fleshly lusts which wage war against the soul.  Keep 
your behavior excellent among the Gentiles, so that 
in the thing in which they slander you as evildoers, 
they may because of your good deeds, as they 
observe them, glorify God in the day of visitation.

It was a lovely surprise that a couple of young adults 
turned up near the end and a great encouragement 
that each one took time off their busy schedules to 
make this event meaningful. I would never have a 
chance to spend time with some of the young adult 
as I am usually very busy on Sundays. Now that I 
know them by face and name, I get to greet them 
and chat with them on Sundays. 

I would like to invite  young adults of TMCPJ to come 
together to mingle with one another, be encouraged 
in your faith and build community in the upcoming 
dates of 31st May and 30th Aug.
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“One Church One School
Community Programme” 

By Theresa Yip

On 31st January 2019, the Methodist Women of Trinity 
Petaling Jaya together with The Rev. Paul S Christie, 
Pastor Lewis Loke, Tan Hock Wah (Chairman Board of 
Management SK Methodist PJ) and Andrew Wong 
(Lay Leader) presented mandarin oranges to the 
students and teachers of SK Methodist Petaling Jaya 
as part of its community programme in conjunction 
with the Chinese New Year celebration.  We thank 
God for His grace to enable TMCPJ to fruitfully carry 
out this programme since 2017.  The unity and 
community of the LCEC leaders made it possible 
through their personal donation. 

On that morning, the MW ladies gathered in Church 
at 9 am to pack the goody bags which consisted 
of mandarin oranges, biscuits and chocolates.  The 
goody bags were swiftly transferred to the School 
once the packing was completed and ready to be 
distributed to the children at 11.30 am.  

It was a delight to see the joy on the faces of the 
children when they received the goody bags!  
Indeed it was noteworthy to hear Puan Rita, the 
Student Welfare Teacher reminding the children to 

participate in community and fellowship by choosing 
one favourite item in the goody bag to eat together.  
Many of the children presented a handwritten and 
hand drawn Chinese New Card to Rev Paul and 
Pastor Lewis to show their appreciation.  

What an excellent programme to bridge the 
community and establish a relationship with the 
School as well as seeking to represent and honour 
God in all we do, as we respond to the TRAC mission 
of “One Church One School Community Programme”.  

May the favour of the Lord our God rest on us; 
establish the work of our hands for us, yes, establish 
the work of our hands.  Psalm 90:17 

Students with the goodies bags

Members of TMCPJ with the Principal,

Encik Nik Azman bin Kundor

Giving out the goody bags to students

The MW ladies with Pastor Paul,
Pastor Lewis and Hock Wah

Transfer of goody bags to 

SK Methodist PJ
Hock Wah delivering

a speech

Members of TMCPJ with

teachers of SK Methodist

The goody bags ready for distribution
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TMCPJ birthday celebration 
with our members aged 80 years and above
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Worship service / birthday celebration 
Birthday celebration for those born in November, December 18 - January & February 19                                      

Worship with guest speaker
• 20 November 2018  - Rev. Joshua Hong on ‘ Legacy of faith’
• 15 January 2019  - Rev. Paul Christie on ‘Focus eyes on Jesus’
• 19 February 2019  - Mrs. Lily Ch’ng - ‘Personal relationship with God‘

Day trip - 19 January : Day tour to Tangkak, Muar and Melaka 

Forty-four participants joined this bus tour. They had the 
opportunities to buy some popular local goodies 
and delicacies for the 
coming Chinese New 
Year in Melaka, they
walked leisurely 
in front of Saint Paul’s 
Church and Jonker 
Street.They had a 
delicious Nyonya 
dinner before 
returning to 
Kuala Lumpur.

Diary of MSF activities
November 2018 - February 2019

By MSF Chroniclers

Pastor Joshua Hong
delivering a sermon

Pastor Paul Christie receiving
a souvenir from MSF President

Guest speaker Mrs Lily Ch’ng 
receiving a souvenir from 

President Peter Chen

Resting in front of St. Paul’s Church in Melaka Jonker Street, Melaka
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Lunches
• Christmas lunch on 16 December attended by 160 participants (16 tables)

Social concern visitation
Susan Yong and her team, accompanied by Rev. Wong Onn Thau, visited MSF members who are house-bound 
or in nursing homes.

Spiritual Coordinator
Herman Tan has been elected as the new Spiritual Coordinator serving on MSF committee for 2019 - 2020. 
He replaces Sheila Vadiveloo, who had resigned after having served in the Committee fo four years. She still      
continues  serving as the instructor for Sit Down Exercise. Her services and contributions are much appreciated.   

• Combined MSF & MAF Chinese NewYear lunch on 17 Jan ‘19 attended by 220 participants (22 tables).

Performance by MAF choir at
combined Chinese New Year Lunch

MSF members enjoying Chinese New Year lunch 

Performance by MSF guitarists at
combined Chinese New Year Lunch

MSF Christmas Lunch MSF Christmas Lunch singing by members
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God who sees and hears
By Jessie Chiew

When I first encountered Christ more than ten years 
ago, He beckoned to me to:  Come and see. Getting 
to know Him more, He urged me to: Come, follow me. 
That was when the challenges began. 

Nothing is insurmountable, however, when we look to 
God. When we are afraid, we just have to look to Him 
and trust Him to lead us. 

God is the One to open our hearts to His instruction 
and our ears to His words of knowledge. 

We are known and chosen by God the Father, 
redeemed by the Son and filled with the Holy Spirit. 
Therefore, wnenever we pray, we engage with the 
Godhead – the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

• Our compassionate Father in heaven sees  
 everything and knows everything. He loves us  
 unconditionally, unfailingly and eternally. He gives  
 us only good and perfect gifts and loves us with  
 a love which nothing in creation can ever destroy,  
 allowing us to appear before His throne of grace  
 boldly in our dire need. 

• His only Son, made Himself nothing to live among  
 us, to teach us, to show us, to feel like us and to  
 suffer for our sins so that He could bring us back  

 to God the Father. His empathetic heart enables  
 Him to intercede for us. 

• The Holy Spirit comes to remind us that God the  
 Father is always with us. Being the Spirit of God, He  
 interpretes our petition to be in line with the Spirit.

When we seek the Lord we will find Him. When we draw 
closer to the Lord, He will draw closer to us. When we 
sit in the darkness, He will be a light to us.

Basking in the joy of His presence enables us to live 
the life He has planned for us - a life to prosper us, 
a life that is pleasing to Him and brings glory to His 
name. 

What a privilege it is to be able to talk to our heavenly 
Father anytime, anywhere and any place. Each of us 
is precious in His sight. Our names are engraved on 
the palms of His hands. He is our God who sees and 
hears us all the time. 

God rewards those who earnestly seek Him. He is 
faithful to keep His promises to all who believe in 
Him and come to Him through His Son, Jesus. God 
will meet all our needs according to the riches of His 
glory in Christ Jesus. 
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Prayer helps us strengthen our faith and trust in God. 
He says, cry out to Me whenever you are in trouble 
and I will deliver you.

Our plans mean nothing if God is not in them. 
We cannot go on our own steam. Turning to God 
for direction through prayer, we can bask in His 
abundant and overflowing grace. He watches over 
our coming and going. We can look to Him to help us 
see beyond our troubles instead of allowing them to 
dim our perspective. 

Attitude and Altitude

Looking to God enables us to do everything and 
surmount every depression with the love that comes 
from Him. His ways are higher than our ways. Wrong 
or poor attitude will hinder us from seeing or hearing 
Him. 

If we continue to trust and remain obedient, God will 
lead us, one day at a time. The heavenly Father can 
release us from worries about the future when we 
trust Him for all our days. We do not know what the 
future holds but we know He holds the future. 

Knowing God as our source of being, source of love 
and strength leads us to turn to Him as our source 
of hope. He is the focus of our prayer as we open 
and share our hearts with Him, draw close to Him 
and rest in Him. He holds us firm that we may not fall 
headlong, guiding us to make good choices in all 
circumstances.

Provider of Good Gifts

Prior to my retirement, God led me away from my 
usual walking path one day. That led me to pick up 
more than three hundred ringgit by the roadside. 
Despite posting up notices all over the university 
campus for many months, there was no response. 
Driving home one drizzly evening, a tired grandfather 
on his worn-out motorbike crashed into the tail-lights 
of my car. He was fetching his grandson home from 
school. I waved him off telling him not to worry. Fixing 
the tail-lights came to the exact amount I had been 
led to pick up by the road side

God grows us as we spend time with Him.  As One who 
gives only good gifts, He does not always answer our 
prayers as we would like Him to. We can rest assured, 
however, that God uses our prayers to transform us to 
make us learn and grow to be more like His Son.  God 
always knows what is best when He answers us. 

Whenever we call to God for help, He responds in love 
to draw us to safety. He remains an ever present help 
whenever we are in trouble. God is within us, we will 
not fall. All who seek God can therefore rejoice and 
be glad in Him. 

Adrenaline pumping aside, my worn-out body, 
particularly the knees, has taken its share of battering 
and bruising. The Creator God breaks through in the 
midst of my reflection with His words of comfort – 
I have made you and I will sustain you. Even to your 
old age and grey hairs, I will sustain you and I will 
rescue you. 

All Surrounding Love

Just as the mountains surround Jerusalem, God 
surrounds His chosen with His unfailing love. 

When I apprehensively started marathon running, a 
soft-spoken colleague stepped forward to offer me 
a recipe of Chinese herbs to be boiled with chicken 
legs. Respecting his sincerity, I pinched my nose to 
gulp down the concoction. It must have worked. I 
made it to the finish line. 

Towards the end of my competitive days, a new friend 
entered my life. He was a Sports Medicine specialist. 
With much attentive care and concern, he has been 
tending to my worn-out knees ever since. 

Lately, a friend who sees me working out with valiant 
effort came to boost my confidence with ayurvedic 
herbs. My resolve is much strengthened by the 
continuous outflow of love coming through friends. 

Knowing God is to taste Him and His goodness in my 
everyday life. He continues to deliver my feet from 
stumbling that I may walk humbly and in obedience 
to Him all the days of my life. 
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What I learned from T.H.U.M.B Vacation 
Bible School (VBS)

By Jaden Lim

In December 2018, my Church (TMCPJ) organised the 
Shipwrecked themed VBS. Though I would really like 
to join but I was not sure. I had UPSR holiday classes 
in school on that same week but I really wanted to 
join the VBS. 

After thinking and discussing with my parents, I made 
the decision to go to VBS and to attend just a few 
of the school holiday classes when VBS started. 
Unfortunately, by the time I made this decision, I 
could not register anymore with TMCPJ’s VBS as the 
registration was already full. 

A few days later I found out through my friend’s parent 
that there was another VBS organised by Sungai  Way 
Subang Methodist Church (SSMC). The theme was 
T.H.U.M.B and I was able to register for it.  The VBS days 
were exactly the same three days as it was at TMCPJ.

I went to this VBS along with my friend and his siblings. 
When I reached there, I met a few of my fellow Boys 
Brigade friends as well. We were very happy when 
we saw each other. I learnt a lot of interesting things 
like knowing other religions and different culture from 
other countries. 

The theme ‘T.H.U.M.B’ stands for five religions. T for 
Tribal, H for Hindu, U for Unreligious, M for Muslim and 
B for Buddhist. 

Tribal religion are people who worship things that are 
made from nature. Sometimes, they offer sacrifices 
to their gods in a form of statue made from natural 
materials. They offer food sacrifices, item sacrifices 
and even human sacrifices!

The Hindus worship many gods. They have about 33 
million gods in their religion. Among the many gods 
there is a holy triad: Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva – the 
creator, the sustainer and the destroyer. The Hindus 
also believe in a supreme being named Brahman.

The Unreligious believe that there is no God. They 
think that they just only need their own knowledge 
and do not need God. They rely on themselves and 
not God.

Muslims are followers of Islam. They also believe in 
one God, who is Allah. Prophet Mohamad was the 
last messenger of Allah. 

The Buddhists believe in Buddha. Buddha is actually 
not a god but a religious leader. He taught his 
students on how to have a peaceful life. There was 
a time Buddha told his students that someone will 
come after him to save the world. He mentioned 
that person will have a scar on his forehead and he 
appeared in five places. Our VBS teacher told us that 
Buddha was actually describing Jesus, which means 
Buddha knew about Jesus! Some people thought 
that God gave Buddha a message to inform all the 
monks about this powerful person who is called Jesus.
Besides learning about religions, we also made 
handicraft from different cultures, learned new 
games from other countries and ate exotic snacks 
like caterpillar as it is a delicacy in some countries! 
On the last day of VBS, we also dressed up in cultural 
clothes of different countries. 

Learning the different religions and believes, made 
me realised how different they are from Christianity. I 
learnt through bible verses, songs and prayer. One of 
the bible verses that was taught during VBS was from 
John 3:16 - “For God so loved the world that he gave 
his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have external life. For God did not 
send his Son into the world to condemn the world, 
but to save the world through him.” 

I gained a lot of knowledge and had fun in all 
the activities. I felt really happy that I attended the 
T.H.U.M.B VBS. I look forward to attend the next VBS.

Jaden in his VBS t.shirt andthe craft that he did at VBS.
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Experience Jeremiah School
and be blessed  

It can kindle a relationship with God and one another and 
cause the students to mature both spiritually and physically

By Caleb Goh

Greetings Church : ) 

I would like to share my experience and offer my 
personal testimony of Jeremiah School (JS) which I 
attended earlier this year.

Before I begin, let me just briefly explain what JS is 
all about: It started in 2003 with the vision “To raise 
a Generation of God–Fearing, Faithful, Persevering 
and Selfless Young Leaders who will be of Different 
Spirit”.

This is taken from Numbers 14:24: “But because my 
servant Caleb has a Different Spirit and follows me 
wholeheartedly, I will bring him into the land he went 
to and his descendants will inherit it.” 

The objectives of JS over its six weeks are to have the 
students: 
1.  Develop Godly disciplines and habits; 
2.  Discover God’s calling; 
3.  Develop basic leadership skills;
4.  Impart a vision for the world;
5.  Develop basic people skills;
6.  Get a meaningful and personal encounter with  
 God; and
7.  Experience an authentic Christian community.

Besides having tons of fun at the beach, playing 
sports etc, there were also many fun and memorable 
moments when we learnt more about God, His Word, 
Missions and ourselves. 

Some topics we learnt included Discerning His Will; 
Bible study; Spiritual disciplines; Worship; Boy-girl 
relationship (BGR); Evangelism and Missions; and 
Dealing with conflict. 

Learning was never as fun as when I was in JS, mainly 
because we had a balanced time of discussions and 

learning. I will never forget how every speaker made 
us feel by teaching us in a variety of ways. 

We also had activities that helped us “break the ice” 
such as group devotion every morning and night, 
team building games and church visitation that 
required us to work together as well as sleep together 
– and by that I mean the guys were in one room while 
the girls were in another. Just to be safe :) 

I signed up for JS with the intention of learning 
as much as I could about God as I have long 
considered going to Seminary, but what God did for 
me through JS was more than I could ask for. 

Let me explain: Prior to coming, I had just sat for my 
SPM and during that phase in my life, I really did not 
find any reason to spend time with God or have a 
personal relationship with Him. To make things  worse, 
I thought I was “good” since, after all, I did things good 
Christian boys ought to do such as attend Church 
services and Methodist Youth Fellowship meetings 
etc.

But in reality, I was kidding myself. In Ephesians 2:8-9 
it says, “For it is by grace you have been saved, 
through faith – and this is not from yourselves, it is the 
gift of God – not by works, so that no one can boast.”

I had thought that as long as I had faith that God 
has saved me by grace, then I would be fine and 
that spending time with Him was not necessary, 
worshipping Him was not necessary and so on. 

But what I had not reckoned was James 2:14-16, 
“What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he 
has faith but does not have works? Can that faith 
save him? If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and 
lacking in daily food and one of you says to them, ‘Go 
in peace, be warmed and filled,’ without giving them 
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the things needed for the body, what good is that? 
“So also faith by itself, if it does not have WORKS, IS 
DEAD”. 

What I had failed to realise is that “works” is the 
evidence/proof of our faith and not the other way 
around. 

I knew this scriptural passage before attending JS, 
but I did not take the time to really think it through 
and consider what it meant. What was lacking in me 
was my faith and a personal relationship with God. 

It was only during a session in JS that I was enabled 
to have a desire to draw close to Him. The topic of the 
session was “Knowing God the Father” and indeed, 
from learning to know God more, I also began to feel 
Him calling me back to Him. 

From then onwards, everything else in JS made more 
sense to me. It is only by God’s grace that I am able 
to be reconciled back to him and I am eternally 
grateful for that. It was also by His grace that there 
was a deeper longing to go to Seminary. 

Things that I have learnt from JS that will forever be 
stuck in my head include how much we should “strive 
to maintain unity in the Church”. That’s how my Post 
JS Mentor, Khong Zhi Wei would put it. 

I was taught this lesson by my JS mentor, Dr Herbert 
Tan, who mentioned how much arguments and 
conflicts can arise in a church and how much we 
as a church should learn to handle disagreements 
according to what is written in Ephesians 4:3 : Make 
every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the 
bond of peace.

Personally, my JS experience has taught me to be 
more respectful for authority and be humble in 
whatever the circumstance. Besides that, I have also 
learned what a Godly community is like … something 
I hadn’t known until I experienced JS for myself. 

I was pretty sad when the School ended because 
although I just met those in my cohort, we managed 
to open up to each other about our problems and 
more importantly, Build Each Other Up. If I could turn 
back time, I would love to go back to the first day of 
JS and experience it all over again.

But the reality is that we can move on and create 
our own “Godly communities” wherever we are. Our 
JS Principal, Pastor James Ong, shared with me that 
only a community is able to show others who God is 
and I strongly believe that we should all strive to be 
that community that brings others to Christ; to be the 
light in the darkness. 

Last but not least, I have learnt that I should not judge 
a book by its cover, as truth to be told, one of the 
factors that caused me to hesitate about joining JS 
was that some of my seniors who had attended JS 
… and came back in the same spiritual condition as 
they left! 

I am reminded that we are constantly observed by 
the community around us and thus, we should be 
an example just like how Christ is the example for the 
Church. So, we should not judge something based 
merely on cosmetic appearances but allow ourselves 
to delve deeper before arriving at a decision. Also, 
we need to be good examples, especially to our 
juniors who are constantly observing us even without 
us knowing. 

Going to JS ranks among the best decisions I have 
ever made in my life (literally). I will never forget 
the times I had learning politics from one of our 
speakers Casey Szetho; learning about John Wesley 
and Methodism from our TRAC President, The Rev 
Dr T. Jeyakumar; how we boys need to stop talking 
nonsense (inside joke);  going to the beach every 
Tuesdays and Thursdays and playing Captain Ball 
in the water; going to bed before 11.00pm (or else 
“kena” from one of our mentors Timothy Pang); 
visiting other churches (which made me realise 
how blessed I am to be at Trinity Methodist Church 
Petaling Jaya); and so many more memories that I 
would love to share. 

I thank God for allowing me to experience all this. 
To my juniors reading this, if you are still thinking 
whether JS is for you, just remember that what you 
make of it is determined by you. 

In addition to being a member of TMCPJ and the 
MYF, Caleb is also a Corporal with the Boys Brigade in 
charge of a squad and an administrator for the 1st 
PJ BBGB Band.
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My Devotion Group. It has been been an honour 
to journey with them through six weeks of non-
stop laughter and learning how to see things from 
a different view. I am really grateful to God for 
Dr Herbert (fondly referred to as Uncle Herbie) as 
a mentor to us and Timothy Pang from Ipoh Wesley. 

This photo was taken at the Kuala Lipis Methodist 
Church after our Graduation.

Another church we went to for for our Weekend 
Visitation was Emmanuel Methodist Church 
Petaling Jaya. While there, we taught students 
aged 6 to 12 English as this is one of the ways to 
reach the communities. 

We had tons of fun, even though we were 
stressed out a lot during our planning for this. 
One thing I have learnt is to trust God even 
when things seem like they are not going in the 
right direction. We have faith that He will provide 
because He is our Sovereign God.     

This is Stive (on the left). Our Penan friend is one of the 
strongest and most skilled among us, although he is not 
very tall. He has taught me to not give up, even when it 
seems impossible. This picture was taken during one of 
our worship practices.

This photo was taken during our weekend 
visitation to Living Stone Methodist Church. It 
is amazing to see how God has blessed this 
community even though they are small in 
number. 

It was a crazy six weeks with my JS cohort and 
although there were some disagreements here 
and there, when I focus on the fact that we are 
to serve Him in all that we do and that we are 
called to worship Him 24/7 by glorifying Him in 
everything, conflicts just pass by and I was able 
to accept that I am not perfect. 

I am eternally grateful for the opportunity to be 
there with these bunch of “sotois” (inside joke).           

PS. There are a lot more things I experienced in 
JS besides these photos – some things have to 
be kept secret to avoid “spoiling” it for others!




