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Introduction  
The second reason: To correct their misunderstanding about the imminence of the Lord's return. 
 
I) Correction regarding the Day of the Lord (2:1-12) 
     1. The Day of the Lord has not come yet (vv 1-2) (c/f I Thessalonians 4:16-17) 
The Thessalonians were “unsettled” and “alarmed” over not being caught up with the others to 
meet the Lord in the air! So Paul had to write: 
1. To assure them that the rapture had not taken place. 
2. To explain that the source of the information that troubled them was not from him. 
 
     2. Two things must happen first (vv 3-4) 
First there must be the rebellion.  
“A falling away” (KJV);  “Apostasy” (NASB) 
M.F. Unger, “…This is … the wholesale rebellion and thorough-going lapse into error and 
demonism…” Leon Morris, “It is as though Satan were throwing all his forces into one last 
despairing effort.” 
 
The appearance of the man of lawlessness.  Also: the Man of Sin and the Son of Perdition. 
Three things that he will do (v.4) 
1. He will oppose and exalt himself above God or any other object of worship. 
2. He will occupy the Jewish Holy of Holies.  
3. He will actually claim to be God.  
However, the man of lawlessness is doomed for destruction.  
 
     3. Presently, the man of lawlessness is being restrained (vv 5-8) 
Why is the man of lawlessness not revealed yet? Because of a “restraining power.”  
So with regards the restrainer, whoever he might be, He is someone of great power who is 
hindering the advance of the man of lawlessness. 
 
As soon as the man of lawlessness is revealed, the Lord Jesus will overthrow him with the 
breath of his mouth and destroy him by the splendour of his coming.  
 
    4. When the lawless man does appear (vv 9-12) 
The man of lawlessness will embody the power of Satan just as Christ revealed God’s power. 
Two more things the man of lawlessness will do: 
1. He will demonstrate all sorts of display of powers.  
2. He will also use all the ways of wickedness to deceive. 
So the man of lawlessness sought to bring all humanity under his control and influence and to 
lead them away from God; this is the great apostasy and rebellion against God. 
 



Even as Paul highlighted what the man of lawlessness with do, at the same time he also warned 
against wilful rejection of the Gospel, that is, of God’s salvation. Those who continue to reject 
the truth of God will end up accepting evil as true. So their condemnation is their own doing.  
 
II) Encouragement Regarding the Day of the Lord (2:13-17) 
   1. Remember your calling in the Lord (vv 13-14) 
Paul wants to move away from the picture of gloom and doom to the picture of hope and glory. 
They are to think about their position in the Lord: 
1. They are loved by the Lord.  
2. They are the chosen firstfruits. The original word used, heilato, has the sense of “election”, 
just like the choosing of Israel.  
3. They have received God’s salvation.  
4. They can look forward confidently to sharing in the glory of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
     2. Stand Firm (vv 15-17) 
1. Stand firm and hold fast to the teachings.  
2. Paul expressed his prayers for the Thessalonians. Furthermore, a life that evidenced the 
working of God will be seen in “good deed and word.”  
 
Conclusion 
What is the lesson for us today? 
1. With regards the Second Coming of Jesus, we are still awaiting that day. All predictions thus 
far are not true. 
 
2. It is challenging to live in these last days. “Lawlessness” is on the increase (Matt 24:12). 
Think about the killings by gunman and suicide bombers. 
 
3. Who is the man of lawlessness? Who is the antichrist? Presidents of the USA? Nobody 
knows who he is. So let us not speculate.  
 
4. We must never forget our position in Christ. We have responded to the Gospel and are 
children of God.  
 
5. We have to stand firm, unshakeable.  
Let us not stand firm like a monument. We need to stand firm like an oak tree. We want to be 
standing firm and growing in the things of God. We want to be in a dynamic relationship with 
God. 
 
A final word again for all who are undecided about word your relationship with the Lord Jesus. 
Decide that you want to enter into the Lord’s glory when he comes and not enter into his 
condemnation.  


