
Sermon: You Shall Be My Witnesses 
Date: 11th June 2017 
Scripture: Matthew 28:16-20; Acts 1:1-11 
 
Introduction 
Question, “Have you had the joy, the privilege, of bringing one person to faith in Christ since 
you became a Christian?”  
 
Hymn, “Must I go and empty-handed.”  
 
I) When the Spirit comes…. 
Reference: Acts 1:1-11 
The Lord knew that the task will be great. They needed the Holy Spirit. 
 
1. They will receive power… 
    a. They needed “dunamis-power,” a power that will be “given, conveyed or conferred” upon 
them.  
     b. Just like Jesus was anointed by the Holy Spirit. Luke 4:18-19 
 
2. Then they will be his witnesses… Who is a witness?  
         a) Acts 1:21-22 
A witness is someone who accompanied them, went in and out among them, - and had also 
been with the Lord from the very beginning of his ministry until the end – from baptism to 
resurrection. He is someone who is committed to Jesus wholeheartedly.  
        b) I John 1: 1-3 
They are witnesses of Jesus because they have “seen, heard and proclaim.”  
        c) They will witness about 
            i) Jesus’ words and deeds. 
            ii) Jesus baptism, suffering, death, burial, resurrection and ascension. 
        d) The Disciples’ ongoing witness 
            i) Acts 2 – Witness by proclamation - three thousand added 
            ii) Acts 3 – Witness by miracle - healing 
            iii) Acts 4 – Bold witness despite opposition 
 
Q. What about us today? How is our witnessing for the Lord?  
 
II) Great Commission or Great Omission? Matthew 28:18-20 
1. He said to his disciples, “GO…”     They went – Acts 8:1,4 
 
2. History of our Methodist mission 
 
3. Today how are we in our obedience to “Go”  
    a. We have Missions 
    b. We have Church Alpha 
    c. We have baptism 
 



4. The concern: Great Commission become Great Omission  
    a. The Lord has given us his dunamis-power so that we can be his witnesses.  
    b. How are doing in terms of “making disciples”?  
    c. How are we doing in terms of witnessing for the Lord?  
    d. Where is the place of our “Going”?  
        Shine where the Lord has placed you. Do not participate in the Great Omission. 
 
III) We are to be His witnesses 
1. The Lord has saved us so that we can be his witness. We have to tell people  
    a. About Jesus – his suffering, death and resurrection. 
    b. About our testimony. Our experience with Jesus 
    c. Encourage faith in Jesus. 
 
2. Why we are not witnessing? 
    a. Because no one has told that we need to do it.  
    b. Some fears 
        "I am afraid I might do more harm than good." "I don't know what to say." "I may not be 
able to give snappy answers to tricky questions." "I may seem bigoted." "I may invade 
someone's privacy." "I am afraid I might fail." "I am afraid I might be a hypocrite." Perhaps 
the most common fear, however, is that of being rejected.  A survey was given to those 
attending training sessions for the Billy Graham crusade in Detroit. One question asked, "What 
is your greatest hindrance in witnessing?" 9% said they were too busy to remember to do it. 
28% felt the lack of real information to share. None said they didn't really care. 12% said their 
own lives were not speaking as they should. But by far the largest group were the 51% whose 
biggest problem was the fear of how the other person would react!” (Leighton Ford, 
Motivations of the Early Church for Witness, Good News is for Sharing, P. 25-7.) 
 
      c. What is your reason for not witnessing for Christ? 
 
3. Why Jesus left us on earth? 
      a. John 17:14-18 – he is sending us into the world 
      b. Romans 10:14 – to help people call upon the Lord 
 
Conclusion 
The great task: Consider the percentage of Christians 
     In the world - 33.32%.  
     In Malaysia - 9.2%. ( Peninsula : 2.5%) 
     In Selangor -  3.8 %. ( FT KL 5.81%; Penang 5.13%) 
     Our unfinished task and challenge and the need to best Christ’s witnesses! 
 
Q. Will we be privileged to lead one soul to Christ this year? 
 
 
 
 
 


