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Introduction: Meaning of  “omphaloskepsis” 
A simpler word we used is “navel-gazing”  
The Ancient Greek root words omphalos, "navel," and skepsis, "reflection," combine to make 
a great way of describing a tendency to be self-absorbed. 
 
I)  “The Navel-gazing Church.”  
   1) Case study Church of England  
“Daily Mail was right about Church's self-obsession,…  
He said: 'Jesus Christ is on the streets weeping. 'Did you see the newspaper that said the Church 
is navel-gazing while our children are being slaughtered and killed?” 
 
   2) Presbyterian Church of USA 
One pastor wrote in her blog, “Organizational Navel-Gazing + Lack of Vision = God Help Us!”  
For the past decade or so, we’ve spent so much time doing what I would characterize as 
organizational navel-gazing that it seems like that’s all we know how to do.  
 
   3) What about the Methodist Church of Malaysia? What about TRAC? What about TMCPJ?  
 
II) Parable of the Wedding Banquet (Luke 14:16-24) 
   1) Verses 16-21 – The excuses 
 “Come, for everything is now ready.”   
“But they all alike began to make excuses.” (v.18). They had rejected the Master who extended 
the invitation to them. 
 
   2) Verses 22-24 – The Master’s response 
a) “Preferential Guests”,  
b) “Marginalised Guests”  
c) “But there is still room.” The “Beyond Guests”.  
The Master had only one desire, that his house be full.  
 
   3) Acts 1:8 & Luke 14:15-24: The Boundary and Guest 
The “Preferential Guests” would refer to those in the “Jerusalem and all Judea” boundary.  
The “Marginalised Guests”. This would refer to those in the “Samaria” boundary.  
The “Beyond Guests.” This would refer to those in the “ends of the earth” boundary.  
 
   4) My house must be full 
John 3:16, “For God so loved the world…” 
2 Peter 3:9 “…all should reach repentance.” He desired that all would respond to his invitation 
– the preferential, the marginalised and those beyond. 
 
The parable of the wedding banquet is a message to the church of where its focus should be. 
From “preferential members”, To the “marginalised” and those “beyond.”  



   5) Eric Swanson and Rick Rusaw, “The [Externally Focused] Quest.”  
The “attractional church.” And the missional church.  
Eric and Rick said that such churches think of “incarnation” as much as they think about 
“invitation.” In “incarnation” the church is thinking about its presence in the community.  
 
III) “An Inwardly Obsessed Church”. Tom Rainer, “10 Warning Signs of an Inwardly 
Obsessed Church”  
1. Worship wars 
2. Prolonged minutia meetings 
3. Facility focus 
4. Program driven 
5. Inwardly focused budget 
6. Inordinate demands for pastoral care 
7. Attitudes of entitlement 
8. Greater concern about change than the gospel 
9. Anger and hostility 
10. Evangelistic apathy 
 
IV) The Externally Focused Church 
There are four characteristics of an externally focused church. 
1. Externally focused churches are convinced that good deeds and good news cannot and should 
not be separated.  
2. Externally focused churches see themselves as vital to the health and well-being of their 
communities.  
3. Externally focused churches believe that ministering and serving are the normal expressions 
of Christian living.  
4. Externally focused churches are evangelistically effective.  
 
V) Application for TMCPJ. Are we becoming Externally Focused? 
Through Social Concerns 
Through “One-church One-School”  
Through Missions & Evangelism 
Through Uniform Bodies 
Through Yearly Christmas Open House 
Through future Church Planting Project 
 
Conclusion 
A key thought. For the Externally Focused Church movement, the question that defines it is “If 
your church disappeared from your community, would anyone care?”  
 


