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Jesus, Light of the World
When we welcome Him into our lives and
communities, there will be transformation
By The Rev. Joshua Hong
When we find ourselves in darkness, who do we need
most? Mummy? Daddy? Our friends?
Human companions aside, what do we need most
when we are in darkness? We need light! When we
are given notice by Tenaga Nasional bhd that there
will be a power cut, what do we do? We make sure
that we have torch lights and that they have fresh
batteries! If not torch lights, then at least some large
candles. Yes, when darkness surrounds us, we all
need light!
In 2013, the pastors of the Trinity Annual Conference
(or TRAC) went for the annual Pastor’s School in
Sarawak. One of the highlights of this school was a
visit to Mulu Caves.
The experience of visiting the caves was like “Wow!”
as they stand as a testament to the beauty and
wonder of nature.
As I made my way through the caves, I noticed that
where there were openings in the ceiling, light could
penetrate and make the interior visible, but where
there were no natural openings, spotlights had to be
placed in strategic locations to help us find our way.
Even then, many parts of the caves that were pitch
black and we could only move through them with
the aid of powerful torchlights.
Another adventure I experienced while in Sarawak
also in 2013 was trekking Mount Murud with some
15 members of my previous church, Wesley Church
Johor Baru.
We had gone there to take part in the bi-annual
International Prayer Convention that is held on this
mountain (Mount Murud is also known as “Prayer
Mountain” to the believers who belong to the SIB
church).
As we started out on the jungle path to our destination,
the sun was high and we could see where to avoid
the soft or slippery ground or branches. Initially, we
thought we would only need four to five hours to
reach our meeting spot at the top of the mountain.
However, because there were some seniors among
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us and the jungle path became more challenging
the deeper we progressed, it took much longer –
something like 10 hours!
As the sun began to set, we soon found ourselves
enveloped in total darkness in the jungle. We
were totally unprepared – most of our belongings,
including our powerful torchlights, were left in the
campsite below as they were to be carried up by the
porters later.
Thank God that some of the members in our group
had the presence of mind to bring small torchlights
with them. I borrowed one, but along the journey, it
started to lose its power. With light quickly fading, we
found ourselves struggling to make our way through
the jungle. Many a times, my feet sank into the soft
earth and I slipped and fell on two or three occasions.
Yes, whether it is a dark cave or a dark jungle, we
need light to show us what is around us so we can
move ahead.
With Christmas approaching, we need to remind
ourselves that we are indeed living in a dark world.
This darkness is brought about by nightfall, but by
spiritual darkness that has come upon the world due
to sin. This dark world needs light. And to this dark
world, Jesus the Saviour, the Messiah, has come. As
He said, “I am the Light of the World”.

The Text: John 8:12-20
In John 8:12 we read, “When Jesus spoke again
to the people, he said, ‘I am the light of the world.
Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but
will have the light of life.’”
We are given a clue as to where Jesus was when
he made this declaration when we look at verse 20.
It says that He spoke “while teaching in the temple
courts near the place where the offerings were put”.
This place was called the Treasury or the Women’s
Court (so named because it is the only place in the
area that women were permitted to be present).
In this court were four giant candelabras that were

lit during the Feast of the Tabernacle to symbolise
God’s presence with the Israelites in the days of their
wanderings in the wilderness (“By day the Lord went
ahead of them in a pillar of cloud to guide them
on their way and by night in a pillar of fire to give
them light, so that they could travel by day or night.”
– Exodus 13:21).
Just imagine the light from the candelabras shining in
the temple courtyard. And just imagine Jesus making
the declaration that He is the light of the world!
How did the people understand him? Definitely,
they did not see any light shining from Jesus’ body.
Remember the account of Jesus’ transfiguration on
a mountain, where He shone as light? Matthew 17:2
records this: “And he was transfigured before them,
and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes
became white as light.” Surely this did not happen to
Jesus in the Women’s Court!
As they heard His proclamation, did they sense that
Jesus was making a self-revelation of who He is; His
relationship with God; that He is God?
This seemed to be the case and so we note in verse
13, “The Pharisees challenged him, ‘Here you are,
appearing as your own witness; your testimony is not
valid.’” Later in verse 18, Jesus responded saying, “I
am one who testifies for myself; my other witness is the
Father, who sent me.”
Jesus then went on to say in verse 19, “You do not
know me or my Father. If you knew me, you would
know my Father also.”
In declaring that He is the light of the world, Jesus
was revealing His divine origin and His oneness with
God. In the minds of the hearers this amounted to
blasphemy!
At the same time, He was also inviting the people to
believe in Him. Thus, after announcing that He is the
light of the world, He said in verse 12, “Whoever follows
me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light
of life.” He bid the hearers to follow him. Further, in
verse 24 He said, “I told you that you would die in your
sins; if you do not believe that I am he, you will indeed
die in your sins.” Here, He bid the hearers to believe in
Him. This really shook them and caused them to ask
in verse 25, “Who are you?”.

To them, Jesus said in verse 45: “Yet because I tell the
truth, you do not believe me!” Note what they said
about Jesus in verse 48: “The Jews answered him,
‘Aren’t we right in saying that you are a Samaritan
and demon-possessed?’”
Continuing to verse 53, they added, “Who do you think
you are?” their angry response reached the height in
verse 59 when “they picked up stones to stone him
…”. In their minds, Jesus was demon-possessed and
He had committed the sin of blasphemy and thus
must be stoned to death.
Jesus said that He is the light of the world. He invited
the people to His light. He invited them to walk in the
path of light and life; in the path of truth. He bid them
to move away from darkness – from death and sin.
The people had the choice to either believe and
thus come into the light of life or to reject and thus
continue in darkness.
Have you ever turned over a piece of rock or wood to
find some tiny bug or creature underneath it? When
you did that, did the bug and creepy crawlie say to
you, “Hi! Good morning! Nice to see you! What’s your
name?”
Of course not! Besides not having voices, they are
creatures of the dark. When you turned over that
piece of rock or wood, these creatures suddenly
felt that their world of darkness had been invaded
by light and their instinct was to escape into a tiny
dark hole in the ground or find a place to hide. They
had lived in darkness for so long that they are not
comfortable to be in the light.
Unlike those creatures, though, mankind can respond
more positively to Jesus, the Light of the World.
We are reminded of what John 3: 19-21 says, “This is
the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people
loved darkness instead of light because their deeds
were evil. Everyone who does evil hates the light and
will not come into the light for fear that their deeds
will be exposed. But whoever lives by the truth comes
into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what
they have done has been done in the sight of God.”

As Jesus explained to them who He is, we note in
verse 30, “Even as he spoke, many believed in him.”
And to them Jesus said in verses 31 and 32, “If you
hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. Then
you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”
These are those who chose to come out of darkness
and to live in the light of life.
But there were others who refused to believe in Him.
CLARION 2018 Issue 4
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Jesus said in John 8:12, “I am the light of the world.
Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but
will have the light of life.” The light of Jesus shines in
the dark. Those who are in darkness need to make a
response.

Result of believing that Jesus is Light of the
World
1. The Ephesian Christians
The Apostle Paul, in writing to the Christians at
Ephesus, said this:
“For at one time you were darkness, but now you
are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light (for
the fruit of light is found in all that is good and
right and true), and try to discern what is pleasing
to the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works
of darkness, but instead expose them. For it is
shameful even to speak of the things that they do
in secret.” (Eph 5:8-12)
Paul reminded the Ephesian Christians that they
were once living in darkness. In that position, they
were involved in unfruitful works of darkness such
as “sexual immorality, impurity and covetousness
(verse 3) as well as filthiness, foolish talk, crude
joking (verse 4) …”. But now that they have come
to live in the light, they have to live as children of
light and do what is pleasing to the Lord. They
ought not to involve themselves in things that are
shameful when exposed.
2. Transformation at Olmos Prison, Argentina.
Olmos Prison near the city of La Plata in Argentina,
was a maximum security lock-up holding 3,000 of
the country’s most dangerous criminals.
In the mid-1980s, it was a place notorious for violent
riots and murders – a hellish place dominated by
evil where ritual sacrifices were regularly offered to
satan.
However, in the 1990s, it became a place where
the presence and power of God turned it into
what is probably the largest prison church in the
world – a place where both guards and inmates
can be heard loudly praising the Lord. A place
where over 1,500 prisoners celebrate their new
freedom in Christ and are actually changing the
prison system of the nation.
3. Healing of land in Fiji
Votua village, located in the district of Bua on the
north-western side of Fiji, is commonly known as
the sugar cane belt area.
Situated beside the Bua river. the community had
in the past struggled to put food on the table as
they could hardly catch anything from the river.
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but in February 2013, the community went through
the “Healing The Land” process that lasted for two
weeks, during which many villagers gave their
hearts to God.
With their repentance, baptism and acceptance
of Jesus as their Lord and Saviour, the curse from
their land was removed and the blessings and
goodness of the Lord came upon the community
– crabs, fish, fresh water marshals and prawns
returned to the river and the fertility of the land
improved.
The
blessings,
restoration,
healing
and
development led even the young people there
(the third and fourth generations) to become
living testimonies to the wonderful work of God!
When the light of Jesus shines, the powers of darkness
will be broken. The Ephesian Christians moved out of
darkness into light. The dreaded Olmos prison, once
under the power of darkness, became a mighty
church when Jesus, light of the world shone upon
the prison! And the once cursed Votua village saw
restoration and blessings when Jesus, light of world
was accepted into the lives of the community. The
greatest miracle was that even the land and sea
were healed.

Conclusion
This Christmas, can we hear the Lord Jesus saying, “I
am the light of the world”?
The world is in spiritual darkness due to sin and it
needs the light of Jesus. To those who hear His claim,
we have to make a decision: Believe and come into
the light, or reject Him and thus continue in darkness.
When individuals or communities welcome Jesus
the light of the world into our lives and communities,
there will be transformation. If it can happen to the
Ephesian Christians; to the Olmos prisoners; and to
the Votua villagers; it can happen to us!
May the Light of Jesus continue to shine over this
nation. Let us not walk in darkness but walk in the
light of the Lord.
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献给主的礼物
文：陆永祥传道
我们都有送礼物的习惯 – 生日礼物、结婚礼物、圣
诞礼物等等。如果今天你要预备一份礼物送给主，你
会想送什么礼物？

23:12）。其次，学习者本身是重视教育的。圣经中
的智慧文学多次提出，从神的话语中得到智慧远比得
到千金万银重要（箴16:16；诗119:72）

虽然说我们的主并不需要人的礼物（反而因着祂是创
造主而施予人类许多的恩惠），但是，作为对主的救
赎与慈爱的回应，我们可以思考，有什么礼物可以献
给主。

然而，我们要清楚，一切的智慧和聪明都来自神(诗
119: 73, 125; 箴1:7; 但 1:17; 西2: 2-3），因此，我们
不要以教育取代神，如同某些学者，把神视为研究的
对象或主题，而非尊崇和敬拜的唯一对象。

有想过接受神学教育装备，然后全职或带职事奉吗？
这是上好的礼物，不但讨主喜悦，也能丰富我们的信
仰经历，的确是一举两得的礼物。

学生需要老师

以下让我们来探讨一些有关神学教育的课题。

前言
首先，我们必须明白，神愿每个人认真学习祂的话
语，并透过明白祂的话语而过一个敬畏神和有智慧的
人生，无论学习者最终会不会成为全职事奉者。

神学的定义与范围
神学，简单地说，就是有关神的学问，是透过系统性
的整理、分析和应用圣经，认识神是谁，祂的工作是
什么，以及祂对一切创造物（尤其是人类）的旨意是
什么。
神学，让我们进行理论上的思考和实践性的行动，并
帮助我们尝试以神的观点去看待、决定和批判人在世
界中的生活和经历。

神学教育的重要性
神学使我们得到知识，能明辨是非。诗篇119篇66节
和104节记载 “求你教我明辨和知识，因我信靠你的
命令。我藉着你的训词得以明白，因此，我恨恶一切
虚假的行径。”
神学也让我们因着明白神的训诲，而过智慧的生活。
正如箴言1章2节开宗明义地表明：“使人懂得智慧和
训诲”。相信这是基督徒都看重的一点。

神学教育的观念
论到学习，身为学习者，有一些观念是必须具备的。
首先，学习者必须有认真的学习神话语的态度，“
你要留心领受训诲，侧耳听从知识的言语。”（箴

学习神学，是为了提升事奉的素质，也是为了能够正
确地教导更多人认识神的真理，从而让人们敬畏神。
在成为别人的老师之前，学习者本身需要老师，因
此，接受神学教育的装备是必需的。
使徒保罗在罗马书10章14至15节说到：“然而，人
未曾信他，怎能求告他呢？未曾听见他，怎能信他
呢？没有传道的，怎能听见呢？若没有奉差遣，怎能
传道呢？如经上所记：“报福音、传喜信的人，他们
的脚踪何等佳美！” 教会必须持续差遣弟兄姐妹，
接受训练，成为福音的工人。若没有工人，没有报福
音的人，又怎样有人听见福音而信靠主呢？
使徒保罗本身也是一位属灵老师，在他快要因逼迫而
被杀害之前，他写信给他们的同工和学生提摩太，强
调作为一位事奉者，必须正确讲解神的话语：“你当
竭力在神面前作一个经得起考验、无愧的工人，按着
正意讲解真理的话。”(提后2:15)
当然，有人会认为，一些没有接受过神学教育装备的
传道人也能继续“传道”，可是，他们所传讲的是什
么道，恐怕听者不太知道。

回应
今天的教会，一般上不缺乏神的子民彼此送礼物。真
正缺乏的，是把自己献给神当作感恩礼物的子民。
有想过接受神学教育装备，然后全职或带职事奉吗？
这是上好的礼物。
若您读过这篇文章后，心中有一些关于神学教育和事
奉的想法，不妨和您的传道人谈谈。愿神的灵感动
您。
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Liturgical Colours and their
Meaning for our Faith
and Worship
By The Rev. Ting Moy Hong

The ‘liturgical year’ is about the cycle of seasons the
church observes and celebrates. It is something we

from the Reformed churches. During the 20th century,

do not hear mentioned very much in churches such

the ecumenical liturgical movement prompted the

as ours compared to the high churches, although

rediscovery of the richness of the usage of ancient

we observe it in parts and not in a most pronounced

liturgy in a public worship including the liturgical

fashion. The cycle of seasons in the liturgical year

colours, and with additional colours of blue and

or church year or Christian year is actually founded

gold. The use of traditional colours connects us with

upon the life of Jesus Christ. Connected with the

the wider Body of Christ. These colours are applied

Christian year, the daily/weekly Scripture readings

on the linen for the altar, the pulpit covers, vestments,

too are based on the life of Christ. As Christ is the

banners and other tapestries. While the colours carry

foundation of the church, observing the liturgical

with them rich representations, they also invite us

year helps us in our remembering Christ, following

to reflect upon the meaning that they bring while

and becoming like Him.

enriching our worship of Christ as we follow Him.

Distinct liturgical colours mark the different seasons

Violet/purple is the ancient royal colour and

of the Christian year. These colours are seen on

therefore a symbol of the sovereignty of Christ. It is

the pulpit cloth, the lectern cloth and also on the

also associated with repentance from sin. This is the

vestments on the priests. This became a common

colour for Advent and Lent. During the season of

practice in the Western church around the 4th century,

Advent, we anticipate the coming of the King of Kings.

during which the colours used were violet, white,

During the season of Lent, we journey with Christ in

black, red and green. The Lutheran and Anglican

His passion and death for us with sorrow, repentance

churches that emerged from the Reformation kept

and penitence.

these traditional colours. However, they disappeared

Advent
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Christmastide

Pentecost

Kingdomtide

White and gold represents joy, innocence, purity and

The different symbols on the altar linen, pulpit and

glory. These are the colours for Easter and Christmas.

lectern cloth (as in the context of our Church, TMC

We celebrate the coming and the resurrection of the

PJ) invites us to ponder upon the concepts and

glorious Jesus Christ.

words used by Christ such as “light” (candles), “fish”,
“wheat”, “cup”, and “dove”. Significant theological

Red is the colour of blood. It reminds us of Christ’s

themes such as the Trinity are also imbedded in the

death for us and the martyrs who died for their faith.

symbols on the cloths.

It is also the colour of fire and this reminds us of the
Holy Spirit who came upon the disciples like tongues

On behalf of the community of faith at TMC PJ,

of fire. This is the colour for Palm/Passion Sunday and

I would like to record heartfelt thanks to Mrs Tung Kok

the season of Pentecost.

Kwan (Mdm Hong Eu Yat), Mrs Helen Yeoh and Ms
Pauline Pang for the generous offering of their talents

Green is the colour of rebirth, of hope, of growth of

and resources in designing and sewing of the altar

the kingdom of God among and within us. It also tells

linen, the pulpit and lectern cloths. May their offering

of the ordinary times when the church tells and lives

prompt us to ask good questions about our faith

the life and ministry of Christ as well as His call upon

and worship that leads us to remembering Christ,

us to follow Him. We are challenged to explore the

following Christ and becoming more and more like

mission of the church in the world.

Christ.

Helen Yeo

Pauline Pang

Eu Yat
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EVIL HAS AN EXPIRY DATE
A Seminar by Rev. Dr Lim Kar Yong
(21-22 September 2018)

The book of Revelation is either the most exciting or the most frustrating book of the Bible to read. It can be
exciting when you are looking at prophecy fulfilled or frustrating when you are confused about what is literal,
what is symbolic, what is future and what is past. It can also be the most divisive book of the Bible because of
differing views on interpretation.
Yet John, the writer of the Revelation of Jesus Christ, said “Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this
prophecy, and blessed are those who hear, and who keep what is written in it, for the time is near” (Revelation
1:3).
Clarion spoke to some attendees (ages ranging from 20 to 80+ years) of this Seminar to share their views along
3 simple guidelines:• Why did you sign up for this Seminar?
• How does the book of Revelation challenge your thinking about the world to come and your place
in it?
• What is your take-home value from this Seminar?

8
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Crystal Chong...

Vicky Poon...

I was eager to learn more about the book of
Revelation, a book that is deemed so hard,
and it was a book that people do not teach
much about.

I had been looking forward to a teaching session
on Revelation.

It challenges me to choose wisely now
as it will have eternal consequences; the
Lamb or the beast, to sup with the Lord or
be the menu, to follow Jesus to the point of
death or to bow to other gods in the face of
persecution or inconveniences.

The pressure and deceit to compromise and
conform will increase in the last days. A promise to
triumph over evil and a glimpse of heaven awed
with worship for those found faithful till the end.

To be faithful to the Lord despite all the
pressures around me. Worship Him!

God’s great love and patience for us evidenced
in the many second chances He gave us both
during the ancient days and now. The wretched
me saved by His grace and mercy – remember
who God is to start to live a life filled with worship
even from now.

Thava Ma...

Aliene Choo…

How did the Israelites live thousands of years
ago? What challenged them? What was
their faith-walk like? How does their ancient
past link up with our present and our future?

It seems that Revelation is the hardest part of the
Bible to understand. It is so mysterious - with angels,
heaven, beasts, wars, earthquakes, plagues,
famine, horses and riders, thrones, trumpets, seals,
etc.

The Rev. Dr Lim Kar Yong had most, if not all, of
the answers. His research, travels, impressions,
archaeological discoveries captured in his
camera and his passion to want to share his
knowledge are the attractions that drew me
to his seminars, everytime!

I missed a workshop on Revelation many years
back. Since I had been invited to attend this time
around, I thought it would be a good opportunity
to attend and learn.

The book of Revelation has always been an
enigma, too convoluted to be understood or
appreciated.
This Seminar opened our eyes to the
ultimate message...victory for the faithful in
Christ Jesus. Evil has an expiry date. We are
to hold on, come what may. Our God is most
holy, He is God Almighty, He is Alpha and
Omega, He is King, He is love divine. We are
to rejoice and crown Him with many crowns
and hail the power of Jesus’ name who will
come again with clouds descending.
This time, the Seminar was interspersed with
the singing of the hymnic material found in
Revelation, lifting our hearts and souls to a
fresh new understanding and granting us
visions of our glorious Saviour in the New
Jerusalem, the place to belong, our future
and our hope. May the LORD find us faithful
and waiting!
Come Lord Jesus!
Maranatha

It was like going back in time, into the 1st Century.
Studying history. GOD’s story with His people back
then, the challenges faced, positive and negative,
that is, the good versus the evil, empires clash
and persecutions. As we fast forward into the 21st
Century, history repeats itself.
A better understanding of this book, shapes,
informs and transforms me to be mindful that
God is coming to judge all this time...the second
coming of Christ, our Lord!

Paul Hor Chee Wah…
Revelation is a very difficult book to understand
and I know The Rev. Dr Lim Kar Yong would give me
a better understanding of this book.
Revelation is not about the anti-Christ but the Living
Christ. It is written to call all Christians to worship
our God and God only. The message to us is will
we still be faithful to God?
I am very positive evil is going to meet its final
destiny when Judgement Day comes. I know Jesus
will surely come and when He comes He will find
me ready, not hateful but faithful.

CLARION 2018 Issue 4
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Rita See...
I wanted to get a different perspective on the book of Revelation as I had studied this book in other Bible
study classes and also to accompany a friend who wanted to know more about the “End Times” for a
clearer view of it from what she had read of or heard.
I had often thought of the world to come with much anxiety, especially my place in it. But, after going
through readings and presentations of it, especially The Rev. Dr Lim Kar Yong’s handling of it in the
Seminar, I found it comforting to know that in the face of past, present and future persecutions and
sufferings, God is with us in the midst of trials and tribulations. Our God is a just God who will not let us
down. Everything will be made new so we live in hope to have eternal peace and blessings.
This Seminar has filled me with hope and thankfulness, knowing that we have this blessed assurance of
God’s care and love for His people. God will not fail us when we keep on worshipping Him and trusting in
Him. God speaks to us through the book of Revelation and we are to heed His Word and live lives worthy
of Him.
All we have to do is to hold fast to the teachings of our Lord Jesus Christ and God’s Word. We are to
focus on the Living Christ ever present with us and in us and look forward with certainty to His Second
Coming - the return of our Messiah, the Holy One of Israel. We look forward to the new heaven where God
makes all things new and dwells with us. We are to place our full trust in God and worship Him in spirit
and in truth.
The presentation of this Seminar interspersed with the singing of uplifting hymns of worship and praise
made the book of Revelation more meaningful to us as we realised that the focus should be on
worshipping God rather than merely fearing His wrath. It is a hopeful message that we have carried
home with us. The Seminar was insightful, made lively and interesting with anecdotal touches on the
seven churches. I look forward to many more seminars from The Rev. Dr Lim Kar Yong. PRAISE GOD!

Claudia Wong…

Tai Mun Keet….

The end of the “human world”, the Second Coming
of Jesus Christ has always interested and intrigued
me. Reading the Bible is not always easy to visualise
or understand; what more when one is a new
Christian. Coming for this Seminar was a great
opportunity to have someone knowledgeable to
‘peel’ the different chapters and verses for a glimpse
of the time of John and what might be when the
prophecy comes alive. So when Hung Wah invited
me to join this seminar in TMC PJ, the only option
was to say “Yes”.

I have always been curious about the book
of Revelation. The people I spoke to about
this book seemed to have different views
about what it says. I wanted to hear what
The Rev. Dr Lim Kar Yong had to say about
it - that is, learn from the expert.

The Seminar challenges one to think what we
should focus on and do to be counted as God’s
people and to find a place in God’s kingdom.
Worship God and keep the faith. Read the Bible
with the Holy Spirit as our companion for the Bible is
a treasure trove of God’s true teachings.
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There will be much tribulation in the world
as we draw closer and closer to the end
times. Many will not believe so they will not
make it to the new world. It is thus important
for believers like me to live a God-centred
life and to share the Gospel with as many
non-believers as possible.
In the end, God will triumph over evil. That
gives me hope in the midst of current
tribulations and persecution. Until then, I
must continue to worship the one and only
true Living God and the Lamb. I must stand
firm in my faith to the end.

Ho Chee Keong…

Nichol Lean...

This was a study on the Word of God and as in
all Scriptures there were treasures and gems to
be found... and the good Reverend did just that!!

One of the reasons I signed up was to see
whether there was a different perspective of this
difficult book and I wasn’t disappointed. (I did a
BSF study on Revelation two years ago)

Taking the pastoral-prophetic approach with
a call to faithfulness in the face of conflicting
events he cautioned us not to read and study the
book with the aim of matching events (past and
present) with the prophecies. It would not be wise
to be too speculative in our approach. Rather,
he advised us to view Revelation as a book that
exhorts believers to worship God as a liturgical
text.
The number ‘seven’ featured extensively and the
first of these were about the seven churches. The
lengthy sessions on the seven churches brought
home several points applicable even in our
present context. These would include:
..that some have forgotten their first love;
..that complacency has set in;
..that although believers could be in the minority
there is still the great need to hold on to their
faith;
..that God knows all that is going on (good and
not good); and
..that those who continue to be faithful will receive
their due reward.
Then came the seven seals, seven trumpets and
the seven angels with their seven bowls (of wrath).
The breaking of the seven seals saw a pause
(LKY’s ‘tunggu sebentar’) after the sixth seal had
been broken and the angels, the elders and the
four living beings falling down in worship (Rev.
7:11). When the seventh trumpet was sounded
the 24 elders sitting on their thrones before God
fell with their faces to the ground and worshipped
Him. Then the seven bowls with the seven plagues
were poured and in the midst of all these, voices
resounded in heaven with “hallelujahs” and
again the 24 elders and the four living beings
worshipped God (Rev. 19:1-10). Worship is
therefore featured prominently in Revelation.
The defeat of satan, the birth of the New
Jerusalem and the promise of God’s home being
among His people provided a most comforting
and reassuring finale to the study of Revelation.
My take home point would be - man’s continued
and stubborn refusal to obey God and receive
the grace offered will result in him having to
face God’s wrath. Despite all else, believers must
always find time to worship and glorify God. Only
then the faithful pray and invoke ‘THY KINGDOM
COME’ with confidence.

It definitely makes me reflect on my walk with
God; whether I truly love, fear and obey Him
wholeheartedly. While I questioned myself about
whether I am ready for His return, the more
pertinent question is, if I am not, what about
those in the realm of my influence; who have yet
to know Him?
This study reminded me to be faithful in sharing
the Good News as we are called to love others
as ourselves. Hence I am more purposeful in
sharing my faith by making it a natural part of
my conversations with others and being more
conscious about reflecting Christ in thoughts,
speech and in my relationship with others.
The Rev. Dr Lim Kar Yong clarify that Revelation is
not only apocalyptic or about end times per se.
He also gave a different take to the study
by presenting a cyclical rather than linear
perspective, yet the overriding message remains
- Jesus is coming back for His bride! Thus the
message for me is to persevere faithfully till the
very end, for walking closely with God not only
gives us hope but moves us to positive change,
inspires spiritual growth and encourages us to
bear good fruit always.

Jennifer Loh...
I signed up because I wanted to understand
more fully this very fascinating and difficult book
with its many symbols. I had also heard earlier
sermons based on various commentaries but am
still dissatisfied and curious!
Christ is definitely returning and I need to seriously
share this truth and the Gospel with others so
that they are not left behind, unsaved. God will
triumph over all evil.
There is hope for believers. Meanwhile our
attention is drawn to worship our Lord. So many
great hymns have been inspired by Revelation like
‘All Hail the Power of Jesus Name’, ‘Holy, Holy Holy
Lord God Almighty’, ‘Love Divine Love Excelling’
which exhort us to praise God and give Him all
the glory and honor unceasingly!
CLARION 2018 Issue 4
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Looi Swee Hah...
Revelation, the last book of the Bible, is for most Christians, including myself, one of the least read and most
difficult. It abounds in symbolism of a type that we do not use and is imparted in symbolic visions.
The book identifies itself both as apocalypse and prophecy. So, just as our divine author (Jesus Christ) has
revealed the coming events to his servant John, for communication to the church, likewise the seminar on
Revelation by The Rev. Dr Lim Kar Yong was a powerful wake-up call for myself.
Do not be fearful! Remain faithful to God, and the exhortation to worship God rings continuously in my ear!
For these words are trustworthy and true. And the Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, has sent his
angel to show his servants what must soon take place. And behold I am coming soon. Blessed is the one
who keeps the words of the prophecy of this book. (Revelation 22: 6 -7)
Revelation sees believers as conquerors even now through endurance under suffering, and fidelity to the
testimony of Jesus, through which even the persecutors are called to salvation through repentance and
faith. The book does bring before us a stirring challenge to live for God in days when the opposition is
fierce. Satan attacks the church’s perseverance and purity through violent persecution, through deceptive
teaching and through affluence and sensual pleasure. Present disasters (wars, drought, epidemic diseases,
earthquakes, killings, tsunamis, floods etc) are foreshadows of warnings of escalating judgements to come.
At the end of the age, the church’s opponents will intensify persecutions, but Jesus Christ, the triumphant
Word of God, will defeat and destroy all His enemies. Jesus has conquered satan, the accuser. The old
heaven and earth, stained by sin and suffering, will be replaced by a new heaven and new earth, and the
church will be presented as a bride in luminous purity to her husband, the Lamb. (Rev. 20:7 – 22:5).
There is new hope for us, for Jesus said: ‘Surely I am coming soon (Rev. 22:20). I am the Alpha and the
Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end. (Rev. 22:12-13). Amen! Come, Lord Jesus! (Rev.
22:20).
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Rick So….
The book of Revelation has always been a book of
mystery to me. I have tried reading it many times, but
never got to finish the whole book. I was fascinated by the
signs, numbers and creatures mentioned. It made sense
for me to sign up for the Seminar conducted by The Rev.
Dr Lim Kar Yong who specialises in the New Testament.
Revelation is a book that inspires music and art.
It is full of worship materials – Hymns: Rejoice The Lord is
King (Rev. 1:18), Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty (Rev. 4),
Crown him with many crowns (Rev. 5), All hail the power
of Jesus Name (Rev. 6), The Church’s One Foundation,
Love Divine Love Excelling and Lo He comes with clouds
descending.
More often the book of Revelation was associated with
the anti-Christ. But The Rev. Dr Lim Kar Yong shared that
it is not. He highlighted some of the main themes of
Revelation which are – The Living Christ! The Present One!
The Lamb that was slain and NOW REIGNS with GOD the
Creator! The Coming One.
There are a few approaches one can take to interpret
Revelation such as Historical or Prediction or Preterist
or Idealism. The Rev. Dr Lim takes the Pastoral-Prophetic
approach viewing Revelation primarily as a call to
faithfulness in the face of inevitable conflicts, with hostile
powers, without ignoring the past and future!

Chan Chiang Heng…
Being a ‘young’ Christian, though I am very
much advanced in age, I am encouraged by
the Holy Spirit to go deeper into God’s Word.
I know Revelation is a very difficult book, so
I signed up for this Seminar to gain further
understanding on how to read this book.
There are so many views and interpretations
of this last book in the Bible, so many bizarre
images and descriptions; is it about the end
of the world…?
Seminars conducted by lecturers from the
Seminaries are usually very centered with
additional true findings and facts one can
gain, compared to one’s own efforts in
reading. More often than not, one is exposed
to more information than preached by the
resident Pastor of the Church.
The new and additional knowledge gained
has influenced me (a very technical person)
to read Revelation responsibly without being
too speculative. Reading and studying
Revelation is also helping shape my life as a
Christ-follower – that I must obediently and
conscientiously get ready and encourage
each other as we look forward to Christ’s
RETURN.

No doubt it was a long day… somehow I was motivated
to want to know more and was eager to read on when I
reached home later. I did but not for long…
The Seven Churches and the Other Sevens -- All
the messages consisted of the following contents:
commendation, rebuke, exhortation and rewards/
promise.As I read through these messages, they reminded
me of my personal relationship with my Lord Jesus Christ.
On certain days I am like Smyrna and Philadelphia – rich
in the Spirit of God, faithful to God, kept His Word. On
certain days I am like Sardis and Laodicea – complacent,
dead in the Spirit of God, “lukewarm” neither hot or cold,
to be spitted out by Jesus if I do not wake up and repent!
			
If only my faith can be like Polycarp! Just like our Lord
Jesus Christ, Polycarp was FAITHFUL EVEN TO THE POINT
OF DEATH.
My take home from the book of Revelation is that it is
a book of hope. Its central message is that God will
win over evil, no matter how bad things may look now. I
must live a Christ-centered and holy life – one that is in
obedience to God and His Word, in order to participate
in His victorious Kingdom.
The grace of our Lord Jesus be with God’s people. Amen.
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New members received into our
community of faith
16 December 2018

Yit Jenwen

James Loh Chye Lin & Tina Cheng Juat Sin

Chua Seow Yang & wife Patricia Mah

Christine Boey Tsan Lin
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Yong Li Zhi

Joyce Shum Kim Choo

Liew Yoke Moy (second from the left) & family

Edward Chin Yoon Seng & Lau Yin May

Wee Chong Lay

Brian Leong Kha Wei

Lau Weng Kwan, Chin Pik Chun
& son Lau Keng Ming

Tan Chuan Wey

From left Helen Chow Hoi Loong (reaffirmation) with
daughter Shania Woon Kar Hay & son Woon Jiayi
(transferred from Trinity Methodist Church Sungai Buloh)

From left Han Hui Yee & Choi Kean Hoe with
sons Choi Yew Hong & Choi Yew Tian (child baptism)
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New members received into our
community of faith
16 December 2018

Chan Kaelyn (child baptism)
daughter of Mr & Mrs Chan Kin Sun

Yeong Yu-Ching (child baptism)
daughter of Mr & Mrs Yeong Hoong Meng

David Leong Wee Chuen

Mrs Charlotte Szto

(transferred from ELIM Gospel Hall, Ipoh)
& son David Szto

Tang Swee Kit

(transferred from Gospel Hall,
Petaling Jaya)

From left Wong Lee Moi, Ho Oon Khoon, Jackie Ho Siew Fei
(transferred from Holy Light Presbyterian Church, Johore Bahru)
& family
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(transferred from Wesley Methodist Church, Fort
Canning Road Singapore) &
Jessie Lim Kim See (transferred from Chinese
Methodist (Cantonese) Church, KL)

Johnny Wong Yew Fai and wife
Josephine Liow Bin Wey
(transferred from SIB, Kuala Lumpur)

David Chan That Choy
(transferred from Chinese
Methodist (Cantonese)
Church, KL)

Ivy Au-Yong Moh Chai

(transferred from
Wesley Methodist Church, KL)

Esther Wong Yoot Wen

(transferred from
Kampar Gospel Hall
Chinese-speaking Assembly)

Tan Sui Yen

(transferred from
Sg. Ara Christian Centre)
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Kem Remaja 2018
By Rayna Leong
Kem Remaja 2018 took place on 15-17 September
2018. It was held at the SUFES Campsite in Tapah,
Perak. A total of 35 campers – Boys Brigade, Girls
Brigade and the Kampung Batu 14 teens were
present.
This was only my second time doing missions, so
it was a new experience for me. As the Orang Asli
teens got down from the bus, I realised I recognised
one or two of them from the previous trip to their
kampung. They did not remember me since I did
not get to build a friendship with them. However,
during this camp I tried to more open and friendly.
There were challenges in communication, as my
Bahasa Malaysia is quite basic. But, the Orang Asli
teens were very friendly and spoke to me in simple
English.
There were many things which I could have done
better such as mixing more. A lot of times I found
myself with my own group of friends. I am an

introvert, so making friends is hard especially when
you can’t speak their language. But I could have
tried harder. Something I learnt was that even if
you cannot communicate very well, just being
there physically in their group can beneficial. I also
thank God that we can still keep contact with them
through WhatsApp.
It was difficult, but from the sessions I gathered that
we can communicate with God through prayer and
reading the Bible. From the object lesson by Officer
Shu Herng, using a jar with sand and pebbles, we
learnt the need to prioritise God and not let other
things take precedence over Him.
I am thankful for this opportunity to spend three
days and two nights with the Orang Asli teens. The
things we experienced together during this camp
was fun yet challenging. On my next trip, I will
definitely do more to talk with them.

My Prayer
By Feenux Seow

.
small group, before she was baptised
• This is Feenux’s fi rst prayer in her
Dear Father,
ing my aunt to church,
to come to know You. I’ve been follow
You have given me so many chances
and eyes were closed.
attended a lot of events but my hear t
tried reaching out to me
me. Even during my tough times, You
Thank you Father for not giving up on
class – just so I can know
introducing me to Alpha and Baptism
again by sending angels into my life, by
You and understand You better.
edge of giving up,
the storms in my hear t. When I’m on the
By knowing You and Your Words, You calm
tive emotions,
nega
in
ning
I am to You. When I’m lost and drow
Your Words remind me of how important
home and help me stand firm.
You Words act as the light that guide me
off-track at times, so
that I want to know You more. I may sway
I know that I want to follow You. I know
I’m able to follow Your
to guide and give me strength so that
please forgive me. Father please continue
t-like person.
footsteps closely and become a Chris
e to know You one day.
ones will open up their hear ts and com
I would also like to pray that all my loved
us through good and
with
g
done for us. Thank you for bein
Thank you Father for ever ything You have
bad times in our lives.
e in Jesus’ most precious name, Amen.
For all these, I’m giving thanks and prais
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Come and hear
By Jessie Chiew
By tweaking our ever-busy
schedule and willing our
tired bodies to follow suit,
we can respond to Jesus’
call to us: those who have
ears, let them hear . . .
Jesus came to save us, to
heal us and to enrich our
lives over and over again.
Allowing ourselves to move
in step with divine nudges,
we will hear ever so clearly when the Lord comes
through to speak to us.
In the space of one month, I was amply rewarded
through the attendance of two completely different
talks:
A. Seminar on the book of Revelation, 21-22
September 2018 by The Rev. Dr Lim Kar Yong
I had been doggedly pursuing courses on the
Book of Revelation over the years without seeing
the light.
The Lord had said: Ask and you will be given.
Seek and you will find. He graciously allowed my
path to cross that of a master storyteller recently.
Rev Dr Lim was my pathfinder. He pushed aside
the trivialities to point me in the right direction.
I gathered the all-important messages from the
Book:
• Wake up from your stupor.
• Evil is ever-lurking.
• Comfort and complacency will make one
		 vulnerable to attacks by the enemy.
• God is ever near.
• He invites all to come to Him.
• He is God Almighty, sovereign above all.
• Worship God and God only.
• Remove all idols from your life.
• When evil threatens, trust in the Lord. He will
		triumph.
In unravelling the message of the book, we
traversed the background of many beautiful
hymns like – Crown Him with Many Thorns and
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty.
The illuminating tradition of these hymns enables
us to sing them with deeper joy and mounting

gladness, giving all glory
to God.
Owing to The Rev. Dr
Lim’s
effervescent
presentation, the Book
of Revelation no longer
intimidates
me. God
comes through to call
us to come into His allprotective, overwhelming
embrace. He is our Tower
of refuge and strength.
B. Book Launch of Bishop Emeritus Dr Robert
Solomon’s The Spiritual Leader: Nehemiah on
13 October 2018.
Bishop Dr Solomon was a speaker of distinctive
calibre. He spoke in a relaxed comfortable tone,
a soft gentle voice which resonated with many,
imparting much wisdom and insight. He held us
spellbound with simple anecdotes, generously
sprinkle with humour. Dr Solomon came through
to make me realise how little I knew or understood
from the book of Nehemiah.
Nehemiah portrayed a man walking closely with
God, looking to Him always and depending on
Him totally. His life was built on persistent prayer
and complete submission to God.
We have much to learn from Nehemiah in our
individual walk of faith, acknowledging our
humility and trusting the sovereignty of God
Almighty.
We have to live in a Covenant Relationship with
God who made us and remains ever faithful to
us. We are His Chosen – set apart to live the life
He planned for us. We are to stay prayerful and
watchful.
Trusting God in our lives enables us to Stand
Firm and to Stand Guard against any attack by
the enemy.
Dr Solomon summed up with his clarification
on ‘salvation.’ He shared that salvation goes
beyond accepting Christ into our lives. Salvation
should lead us into growing and nurturing an
on-going relationship with Christ for the duration
of our life.
CLARION 2018 Issue 4
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Mercies in disguise
“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for
welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope. Then you
will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will hear you. You
will seek me and find me, when you seek me with all your heart.”
Jeremiah 29:11-13
By Ashley Wong
Thursday, 31st May 2018. This day will forever be
imprinted in the minds of my family and me, for it
was the day the Lord showed us again that He is
sovereign.
To give some context, I need to backtrack to
Monday, 28th May. As part of my visa application
to further my studies in Australia, I was required to
undergo a medical health examination. Now, this
is a normal ruling, but for years prior, it had been
relaxed. However, recent amendments by the
Australian Immigration meant that this year, it had
to be strictly enforced.
I grumbled; my parents grumbled, at what we
thought would be a minor inconvenience of
spending a couple of hours being looked over by
a doctor. Little did we think that it was actually God
at work.
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The morning of my medical exam started off quite
ordinarily. After my family’s usual morning breakfast
together at 7.00am – often prepared by my dad
and his imaginative creations with the intention
of finishing the leftovers from the night before but
more recently, from food inspirations drawn from
one of his many food video binges – I presented
myself at the hospital endorsed by the Australian
Immigration.
Together with my friends, we registered ourselves
early at 8.00am and took the various required
tests. But while my friends received their positive
results after just a few hours and could go home, I
remained seated on the sofa for what seemed like
ages.
As the minutes turned to hours, I found myself
overcome by a wave of anxiety. “Did something go

wrong? Was there a complication?” I thought to
myself.
As the time wore on, the worry increased. I knew I
had to pray.
After lunch – almost six hours after registration – I
was asked to repeat a few tests and the anxiety
and waiting continued. It only found some respite
when the doctor called me in to her room and
informed me the tests revealed an anomaly that
required me to return to the hospital three days
later for an ultrasound.
The wave of anxiety turned into a tsunami.
And so Thursday, 31st May arrived. As I said, it’s a
day I’ll never forget. Not only was it my brother’s
birthday, it was also the day for the ultrasound.
But I cast my worries aside and bounced up
bright and early that morning. We shouldn’t let
circumstances bet the better of us, right?
At the hospital, after the ultrasound and many
other tests later, the doctor gently broke it to me: I
had an “overgrown” dermoid cyst measuring 15cm
in diameter.
Concerned, she immediately referred me to a
gynaecologist, who ran even more scans. After
these were completed, he called my parents and
me to see him and informed us that this cyst had to
be surgically removed immediately as it had grown
into a very dangerous size and was crushing my
other internal organs.
Seeing the daze we were in, the doctor took charge
and quickly made arrangements to admit me for a
laparotomy (a major surgery as it requires general
anaesthesia) the next morning.
In reflection, this again was God at work. When my
parents and and I heard the prognosis from this
young-looking doctor and his recommendation the
operation be performed in a hospital we had never
heard of before, the first thought was to obtain a
second opinion. You would, too, right? It seemed
he read our minds, as he told us if we wanted to
do otherwise, to just call and let him know the next
morning.
That night, we prayed. I’m not sure how my parents
felt, but for me, that night, I drew even closer to
God. I was wrapped in an embrace of peace and
comfort and slept well as He reminded me that I
am not alone and that He lives in me.

greet us but my dad’s “angel”!
(My dad later told me of the many anxiety and
tense times when patients wait to be admitted,
causing blood pressure to rise. In our case, however,
my doctor came and personally checked us in,
assuring us that the operation was scheduled in a
couple of hours’ time.)
Fast forward to three hours after the surgery: I was
wheeled back to my private room (which I joked was
my luxury suite) in an alert state (I heard there are
many cases where a patient who has undergone
general anaesthesia takes a long time to recover).
All praise and glory to God!
The surgery was successful (the doctor even gave
us a video and photos of the operation!) and I was
discharged two days later.
What I learnt from this experience is that God
sends the most unexpected people – and most
unexpected circumstances – into our lives. Doing
so causes us to admit to ourselves that we are not
in control – He is – so we can see His love, His grace
and His mercy at work.
He sent me to a doctor and a hospital that my
parents and I did not know of, but the peace
that surpasses all understanding came upon us,
allowing His glory to shine.
The Lord has indeed been good to me and my family.
Now, I am constantly reminded that regardless of
circumstances (good or not), one thing remains
constant: God is good.
Although this testimony is a rather postponed
gratitude, I’d like to take a delayed six months to
thank the individuals that I may or may not know
personally for your prayers, including the Pastors;
members of my Small Group and the Intercessors
group. Thank you for your prayers for me and my
family.
Thank you also for those who went out of their
way and took time to visit me and for those who
checked in on my recovery.
I really treasure each and every one you.
And above it all, thank you, God.

Friday, 1st June: When morning came and my
parents, my brother and I congregated for breakfast,
my parents told me they too felt a sense of peace
with the doctor’s recommendation. My dad, in fact,
called him an “angel”.
As we went to the hospital, there was peace in our
hearts. We arrived there at 8.30am, and while being
admitted at the registration counter, who came to
CLARION 2018 Issue 4
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Total dependence
By Jessie Chiew

My soul finds rest when it rests in You, alone, O Lord . . .
I can lie down and sleep in peace,
For you alone, let me dwell in safety.

Where does my help come from? My help comes
from the Lord, the One who stretches out the
heavens and laid the foundations of the earth.
Having committed myself to Christ, my body is no
longer bound by law but under the grace of the
Lord.
He has upheld me from the time I was conceived.
He has carried me since birth. He has made me and
carried me, He will sustain me and He will rescue
me.
When God is with us, we lack nothing. He did not
promise us happiness and comfort that come
with an easy life. Nevertheless, He promises us
His presence and His strength to see us through
everything. Placing God at the centre of things, we
can totally depend on Him for His goodness and
His love.
Fear of the Lord enables us to rise above our selfpreoccupation to look to God and to lift up our soul
to Him. He never fails to come through to those who
totally surrender and submit to Him.
Our God is a mightly warrior who saves and restores.
He rescues His people from suffering and tenderly
rejoices over them with singing.
Knowing that we cannot do it on our own open
us to receive God’s grace. Submitting to Him in all
our ways. He will make our steps straight. We can
trust God totally with all our hearts. He guides the
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humble in what is right and teaches
them His way.
In our weakness God is strong. We
can hear Him clearly in the silence
and in the quiet of our hearts. He
comes through to show His love,
shore up our resilience, bolster us
with His embrace. He promises to
guide us with His Spirit. He hears
the desires of our hearts as we talk
to Him. He steers us through ups
and downs.We will not falter when
we trust Him to lead us step by step
as we listen to His quiet, gentle and
patient voice. His divine prompting
telling us:
this is the way, walk in it . . .

The One, who reigns above all yet
remains our heavenly Father, is ever mindful of us.
He hears our every prayer. No part of our lives is
hidden from God’s grace and power.
I would not have known God if not for my afflictions.
He came into my life to teach me humility and know
my limitations. I can always look to my heavenly
Father for help as He gives strength to the weary
and increases the power of the weak. I have been
taught to surrender my worries to God and to trust
Him as He has my interests at heart. He keeps in
perfect peace those who trust Him and whose
minds are on Him.
God, the ultimate Physician and Healer, hears my
prayers for help. He desires to make me whole to live
the abundant life He has planned for me.
Drawing closer to God as He guards my life
and rescues me, I lean on His promises to guide
and redeem my life. God’s loving kindness and
compassion sustain me. In His divine wisdom, He
has untangled the good and bad things in my life,
to bring me to a new beginning with Him at the
centre.
I have since learnt that anything that frightens me
comes with an invitation to find the strength of
knowing and trusting God who watches over me
without slumbering.
God’s love is unconditional, His forgiveness is
limitless and His grace overwhelming. My steps

Called home to
eternal rest
have been directed toward knowing
and experiencing God that I may
share His goodness and love with
those who are hurting.
Nothing will be denied when we lean
on His breast in our weariness, in
response to His open invitation to us:
Come . . .
God loosens the soil around me
so that when I have nothing
and no one to cling to,
I have Him.
You, O Lord,
are the centre of my being,
the core of my strength,
the source of my hope...
my flesh and my heart may fail,
but You are the strength of my heart
and my portion forever.

”Jesus said, I am the resurrection and I am life. Those who believe
in me, even though they die yet shall they live. And whoever lives
and believes in me shall never die. I am the Alpha and Omega,
the beginning and the end, the first and the last. I died, and
behold I am alive forevermore, and I hold the key of hell and
death. Because I live, you shall live also.” - The Word of Grace –
(UMH pg. 871)
The following members of TMC PJ were called home to eternal
rest. Our condolences to their family members.

MARGARET WONG
POH SIM

JUNE LEONG WAI YIN

DR YOONG KIN POON

Called home in
July, 2018

Called home in
October, 2018

TEN YEN WEE

DR MAH PEH YONG

Called home in
December, 2018

Called home in
December, 2018

Called home in
July, 2018

SPEAK TO ME . . .
While doing chores in the kitchen,
a soft gentle voice whispered in my
ear: everyone of us is somewhat bad
but none of us is all bad. Anyone who
goes to the Lord can be changed. He
takes the broken and dysfunctional,
breaks and remodels them into
something new revised and
upgraded with His Law engraved on
the Mind and His love embedded in
the Heart. God reveals His mystery
to those who come to Him with
submissive minds.

SHIRLEY THAM
CHOI MUN
Called home in
October, 2018

CHAN CHIANG HENG

STANLEY KHOO YUEN KEONG

Called home in
December, 2018

Called home in
December, 2018
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Remembering Chan Chiang Heng
By Jessie Chiew

I met him almost two decades ago in the Royal
Lake Club gym. He set a furious and torrid pace,
working out with vim and vigour, even hanging
upside down from the high bar. This exercise is also
called antigravity yoga or inversion therapy. The
idea is that by letting gravity exert its effects on the
spine, one can get rid of back pain, neck problems
or any number of complaints. Mr Chan was well
ahead of his time.
He kept a close watch however on the clock as he
had to fetch his wife from church.
With a mixture of respect and admiration, my
husband and I started to refer to him as ’Rambo
Chan’.
In between our sweat sessions, Mr Chan and I often
‘compared notes.’ He was very much into chi-kung
at that time and he often shut himself in a room to

Mr Chan left me gasping at the pace of his

meditate. He shared that he was apprehensive of

immersion in the Word, attending most of the

his wife thinking that he might be into some cult

seminars and talks held at the Church. My simple

worship!

role was to supply him with sweets to ‘keep him
awake’ as he requested.

Mr Chan’s family were all staunch church-goers. Mrs
Chan and daughter had often asked me to talk him

Ever hungry to learn, Mr Chan overflowed with

into going to church.

queries, clamoring for good books to read as well.
Though a relatively ‘young’ Christian, he moved full

Year in and out I used to invite Mr Chan to the

speed ahead as if he was going along the ‘green

Alpha

lane.’

courses

but

without

much

success.

Eventually, at the ‘God-appointed time’, he turned
up to attend the course when it was held on a

With Mr Chan’s increasingly growing bond with the

Saturday afternoon at TMC PJ for the first tme.

Lord, we know that he has embarked on the most
exciting journey of his life seeking answers at the

Mr Chan never looked back since then, forging
ahead like a turbo-charged engine. He attended
and completed all the Disciple courses (I to IV)
and Christian Believer. He was often the toast of his
course mates.
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TMC PJ birthday celebration

with our members aged 80 years and above

2

7

6

3

8

5

1

4

OCTOBER

1

Peggy Moreira

3

Poon Siew Kien

5

Lee Pak Gong

7

Tay Bok Guan

2

Chan Kim Kee

4

Ten Yen Wee

6

Teo Boon Yeow

8

Pang Yon Thim

3

2

4

5

6

7

Chan Soo Lin

g

8

9

1

NOVEMBER

1

Tan Khik Seng

2

Saw Soon Hock

3

Lee Tuck Yau

5

Annie Lim Mui Lan

7

Kam Kwe Kian

4

Ann Chan Wai Cheng

6

Lim Cho See

8

Sun Sau Lin

9

Esther Schokman
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Diary of MSF activities
September - October, 2018
By MSF Chroniclers
MSF Sunday - 28 October 2018
MSF choir sang a hymn together with kindergarten children

Patrick Chen, MSF Vice-President,
gave a briefing with video
presentation on MSF activities

MSF Fellowship lunch held in a PJ restaurant , attended by 120 participants.

AGM- Election of new office bearers - 2 October 2018
The following have been elected to serve as Management
Committee Members for 2019-2020
President:		
Peter Chen Kait Leong
Vice-President:
Patrick Chen Suan Han
Hon. Secretary:
Wong Kim Siong
Hon. Treasurer:
Lim Sow Mun
Co-ordinators for:
• Programme:
Vera Chen
• Fellowship:
Peggy Yeo
• Music:		
Susan San
• Social Concerns:
Susan Yong
• Membership:
Jennie Ng
• Spiritual:		
(vacant)
• Internal Auditors:
Dr Lee Soo Seong
		
Mr Yap Boon Chye
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Worship with guest speaker and birthday celebration

Guest speaker, Mr Andrew
Ponnampalam, receiving souvenir
from MSF President, Mr Peter Chen.

Birthday celebration for those born in
September and October.

27th Annual TRAC MSF Camp – 9 to12 October 2018
Twenty-five of our members, including Pastor Joshua Hong and wife, were among a total of 165 participants
attending this Camp held at Syuen Hotel, Ipoh. The theme was: Hearts and Eyes for Christ expounded in an
inspiring sermon by The Rev. Dr T. Jeyakumar, President of TRAC MSF. The three guest speakers were: Pastor Lam
Kee Hing : Discover your life purpose and Ms Margaret Loy with Ms Lee Soo Choo: Making a difference as salt
and light. During the Fellowship Night, our team of nine ladies performed a modern dance. At the AGM,
two of our members were elected to serve on the TRAC MSF Committee for 2019. They are Francis Choo, as Vice
President and Lim Sow Mun, as Auditor.
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Trinity Methodist Church, PJ, through the Sunday
School, was once again privileged to run the Vacation
Bible School (VBS) as part of our Children’s Ministry
programmes for this year. For three days from the 29
November to 1 December, we were, by the grace of
God, enabled to minister the love of God in different
ways and settings to 91 children between the ages
of 6 and 12. Apart from the kids from our Church, we
had kids coming from other churches in the Klang
Valley including 10 children from underprivileged
backgrounds - five sponsored by us and five by another
church. We were also able to carry out all the activities
within the premises of our church whereas previously
we had to use the Methodist Primary School facilities
as well. Praise the Lord for the providence of the new
building!
This year the VBS programme was Shipwrecked – Jesus
Rescues! The programme was chosen for its clear
focus on the Gospel and for the way the message of
the Gospel was interwoven in all the different activities.
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And so we chose the programme and joined the prayer of the
writers’ of this programme – that the Shipwrecked VBS will allow
Jesus’ loving care for each person to come to life like never before
… touching lives, changing hearts, and drawing kids and adults
closer to Jesus as they understand they need His rescue.
Each day of the VBS started with Welcome Worship at 9 am followed
by the Bible Station for all the kids. For three days the children
learned that Jesus recues us when we are lonely; when we worry;
and when we do wrong. Each day ended with Sendoff Worship at
4 pm. The other activities – Missions, Games, Music, Imagination,
and Tropical Treats completed the programme. Snacks and lunch
were part of Shipwrecked VBS too!
We were blessed with more than 70 leaders – youth and adults- to
serve in different areas to effectively carry out the programme. We
thank God for every one of them and the different gifts, talents
and skills He has blessed all these leaders with. We are grateful for
the burden to minister in every leader’s heart and the joy He gave
us while serving. Even our youth – some as young as 13 years
old, carried out their responsibilities of being ‘big brothers’ and ‘big
sisters’ to the kids admirably. Chaperoning 6-12 year-olds from 9
am - 4 pm is not an easy task for anyone, let alone teenagers!
The Rev. Ting Moy Hong was present at the Welcome Worship on
the first day of the VBS and led in the Opening Prayer, while The Rev.
Joshua Hong gave an altar call at the end of the last day. It was a
wonderful time of grace for the kids to hear the Gospel preached
at their level and to be given the opportunity to receive Jesus into
their hearts as their Saviour and Lord. All the kids stood up and
repeated the prayer after Pastor Joshua and we pray that the Holy
Spirit will continue to enlighten them of the love of God revealed in
Jesus for each one of us.
The last event for the Shipwrecked VBS was the Mission Project
Food and Craft Sale held after the morning service on the
2 December. Cash contributions and proceeds from the sale came
up to RM8,000/- which will be channeled to a migrant children’s
ministry in Sabah through Newlife Training & Mentoring Bhd. We
praise God for all the parents and children who actively took part
in this sale.
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It was encouraging to receive testimonies of the Lord’s work from
the very first day, and here we reproduce four of them for God’s
glory.
• Just after dinner when I asked Jesrene about VBS, she told me
that she thinks God is speaking to her through what she learned.
Thanks to all the VBS team for being God’s wonderful instrument!
• I didn’t know my kids are so much into praise and dancing. I
thank God for your endearing spirit to serve and may God
continue to bless you all abundantly in His love, grace and joy.
• Would like to thank the whole VBS team for the wonderful job.
Both my kids loved the camp.
• My deepest thanks for all your work.The girls enjoyed themselves
and learnt so much.
Indeed it was a great privilege for us who had, by His grace and
mercy, tasted the goodness of the Lord, to be in the midst of all
these kids for three days, to see the Lord ministering to them in so
many different ways. The Lord Jesus who said a long time ago, still
says - Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them,
for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.” Matthew
19:14. All praise and glory to Him alone!
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TMC’s Evangelism Committee presents
the true meaning of
Christmas through Performing Arts!
By Joshua Cheong

Skit at MPS on 15 November 2018

During this Christmas season, Trinity Methodist Church’s Evangelism
Committee has decided to bring to light the true meaning of Christmas
through a tried and true method of entertainment: Short skits! The skit
is crafted from sketch by a creative director, Sui Yen, with input from a
dedicated team designated to play an important role in every aspect of
putting the aforementioned scenes together. The idea is to use familiar
scenarios and bring the meaning of Christmas to the masses. However,
the committee is not only going to bring the message to one target
audience group. Therefore, two distinctly different yet equally creative
and meaningful scripts have been written to target different types of
audiences. With a creative use of familiar Christmas carols inserted
between dialogue, a good mix of humour and some creative use of
props and costumes, the script intends to entertain the audience with
an intriguing series of scenes, being informative of the spirit of Christmas
behind the veil and deception often presented to the public through
commercialism and consumer festivities. The message presented is also
familiar but one not to be forgotten: that Jesus Christ is the greatest gift
mankind has received out of God’s love for all of us, and it was given on
Christmas Day.
The first script is written for children, which is a familiar Nativity scene. It
starts with the angel Gabriel informing Mary of Jesus, the birth of Jesus in
the manger and the wise men who followed a star to Bethlehem bearing
gifts. While this is a familiar story, twists and creativity comes into play
to make it a humorous and interactive experience for the audience. For
example, the story is narrated by Santa Claus, which adds an element of
humour through his script and bearing gifts for the younger audience.
Santa also asks some simple questions throughout the script to prompt
some interaction with the audience. Simple props were used to represent
the gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh which the wise men presented to Jesus, among other things
such as cardboard animals and dry grass. Colourful costumes meant to mimic the proper dress code of
the time period were also provided and sewn by the talented Alice Yeo. The significance of each gift was
also briefly described by dialogue from the wise men, respective to the gifts they presented to the baby
Jesus. The skit is wrapped up by the entire cast and crew singing carols along with Santa Claus giving
out gifts at the end of the presentation. Designed to appeal to a younger audience, this skit will be presented
to the children from the Methodist Primary School (MPS) and to the village in Tapah. A script in Bahasa
CLARION 2018 Issue 4
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Malaysia (BM) is also translated for the audience in
Tapah, where the primary language is BM.
The second script is written for a more mature
audience, particularly for young adults, working
people and parents. The skit is narrated by Jeanne
Cheong who gives context and introduces the
scenes within the skit.The skit consists of three different

Scene 1

Scene 2

scenes, each representing a potentially common
conversation during the season. The first scene is
between a mother and daughter. Right before bed,
the mother points the conversation to Santa Claus,
to which the daughter questions who he is. As it gets
increasingly difficult to explain to the youngster, the
scene closes with the mother abruptly indicating
bedtime. The next scene is between three working
colleagues, celebrating a large bonus over lunch
while discussing their Christmas plans. Christmas
shopping, countdowns with parties and family dinner
are general ideas discussed before the final scene is
introduced, where two young women, rushing their
last-minute shopping, stops to think upon hearing
Jesus’ name in a background carol. Questioning
His inclusion in most of the carols, they conclude
that Christmas may be related to Christianity. The
skit is wrapped up with Jeanne Cheong giving a
concluding message that ties up everything, from
the birth of Jesus nearly two thousand years ago
to His relevance in Christmas today, joyful giving
and how Jesus is God’s Christmas gift to mankind.
Finally, the entire skit is concluded with the cast
singing “We are the reason”. This version of the skit
is presented during open houses organised by the
Small Groups (SG) in each zone.

We are the reason song presentation
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Having the chance to witness the Evangelism
Committee put much effort and dedication
to highlight the true meaning of Christmas
to both children and adults. I am grateful for the
opportunity to participate in both skits but am
equally grateful for God’s blessings upon making
them a success. As a Church, let us continue to pray
that the message given through these light-hearted

Scene 3

creative displays will be able to touch the hearts of
the audience and bring more to the family of Christ.
The initial version of the skit was presented to the
MPS students on 15 November, and to Tapah on
23 December. The SGs of TTDI/BU and Subang/USJ
hosted the open houses and presented the second
skit on 8 December at TTDI, and 15 December at
Subang Heights.

is there more to life than this

生命∶就仅是如此吗

What is Alpha? It’s a chance to find out more about questions that you may have
struggled with for years, but never had answered. Is there a god? What happens after my
death? Is there more to life than this?
Alpha explores the basics of Christian faith in 12 weeks. No costs involved, with high-tea
every session and a weekend away to somewhere relaxing. Enjoy the food, watch a short
video, then discuss it with fellow participants.

Join our Alpha Welcome high tea :
March 2, 2019, Saturday 2.50 pm - 5.00 pm @
Trinity Methodist Church, Petaling Jaya

For more information, kindly contact

Rick So (012-200 5060)
or email alpha@trinitypj.com
Alpha
2019

