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Will you be there for one
another, my young friends?
Let every generation tell its children of
Your mighty acts, let them proclaim
Your power (Psalm 145:4)
By The Rev. Ting Moy Hong

“There is nothing happening there. There is nothing

by human effort – like how the Israelites were told

left… Just nothing to go for…”. Caleb looked sad

to enter and take possession of the Promised Land.

and at the same time trying to be sure of what he

The challenges were great. It would be the Lord’s

was saying to me about ‘his feel’ about the MYF. I felt

victory. Like Caleb and Joshua, we must go because

tons

it is the Lord’s call and purpose. Upon entering the

of

weight

pulling

my

heart

downwards.

Like Caleb, I tried to be strong and ‘hang on’.

Promised Land, Joshua challenged the people about
whom they will serve (Joshua 24).

“What happened? Yours was the biggest small group
in the MYF!” I asked, resolutely wanting to take my

While the pastors, counselors and leaders do their

young friend and church member onto a long road

part in mending and rebuilding the ministry to the

of self-examination to verify what he was saying.

youths, I am convinced that the people who decide
on the success of the youth ministry will be none

Woken up to the painful realisation of the generations

other than you, the young people – the Calebs and

of young people we have lost at TMC PJ, a small

Joshuas (God being their helper).

group

comprising

of

youth

counselors, youth

leaders and I, set out to seek the Lord for the way

As Joshua says – “ as for me and my family, we will

forward in reaching out to the youths the Good

serve the Lord…”.

Lord placed in our community of faith. This was at
the end of 2012. We felt led to work on the following

As the Psalmist says, “Let every generation tell its

objectives in guiding the youths:

children of Your mighty acts, let them proclaim Your
power.”

1. That the youths have a personal relationship with
Jesus Christ;

So I asked Caleb, as I ask all my young friends at

2. That the youths are grounded in the Word of God;

TMC PJ:

3. That

What makes up the MYF?

the

youths

cultivate

Godly

friendships

amongst them.

What makes MYF meaningful?
What makes MYF devoid of meaning?

It is not an easy mission. It is a mission ‘impossible’

2
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It is not the programmes or activities although they

You must look out and hang in there for one another.

are important. It is you and your fellow MYFers.
The day will come when the MYF and all its fanciful
It is your looking out for one another.

activities will pass. What is left is your faith in Jesus,

That it matters to you when you do not see your mates

your friendship with one another that will carry you

in Church or MYF.

through your lives in all its ups and downs.

It is your sincere concern for one another.

I pray that you will encourage and strengthen one

That it matters that each of you do well in your studies

another to serve the Lord and proclaim Him in your

and in your relationships.

generation. I pray that you will unashamedly and
faithfully serve the Church of your generation.

It is your helping one another to pray.
It is your encouragement of one another to feed on

This issue of Clarion invites us to think of the youths

God’s Word.

and the Church.

It is your remembering to pray for one another –

As a Pastor, I constantly ask myself if I am paving

in your struggles, in your exams, in your faith, in

the way for the next generation by preparing them,

your relationship with your parents, in your boy-girl

equipping them to proclaim Him and serve the

relationships, in your testings and temptations to

Church of their generation. I also constantly ask if I

stand firm in Jesus Christ.

am standing in their way and if so, to stand aside,

These make up the MYF.

pass them the baton and cheer them on.

These make MYF meaningful.
Parents, may I humbly ask you to join in this?

CLARION 2018 Issue 3
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Ugghh…youths
By Toh Jern Yoong and Crystal Chong

Youths. Young adults. Millennials. When these words
are brought up, do you automatically associate them
with immaturity, recklessness and inconsideration?
Well, you may deny it, but it is indisputable that today’s
society fails to pay enough heed to the young people
because of the stereotypes that revolve around them.
Sometimes, the Church falls into the same trap as well
and it fails to see the utmost importance of nurturing
and making sure that young people grow up to be
men and women after God’s own heart. Thus, we,
the Church, need to start recognising the need and
significance of moulding our young people because
they are the future generation of this nation, society
and Church.
Therefore, the Methodist Youth Fellowship (MYF)
aims to point the young people towards Jesus in the
hope that they will know Him personally and build
an everlasting relationship with the Lord. The MYF also
aspires to help youths bond and build an indivisible
fellowship so that they may be part of the Church that
is always united and accountable to one another,
encouraging, building, and rebuking each other in
love.The MYF is open to teenagers of ages 13 through
17, and we meet every Sunday at the Hosea room
on the Mezzanine floor at Trinity Living Stream from
11am to 12.30pm. There is also a subgroup called the
MYF 18UPs for young people of the ages from 18
through 25. They meet at the Zephaniah room on the
Mezzanine floor at the same time.

Cell group d

4
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iscussion (Fo

rm 4).

Topical talk by Annette Aru
lrajah on
‘Identity in Christ’.

Teaching the Word
The MYF recognises the importance of reading and
studying the Word of God because “all Scripture is
breathed out by God and profitable for teaching,
for reproof, for correction, and for training in
righteousness, that the man of God may be complete,
equipped for every good work.” (2 Timothy 3:16-17)
Also, through reading the Bible, one comes to know
and understand God’s heart more. Furthermore, we
do recognise that there is an increasing hunger to
know God and His Word among youths, and the MYF
strives to help and guide them in this search.
Therefore, the MYF places a lot of emphasis on
devotion, and the cell group leaders are often
encouraged to encourage their cell groups to do
their devotion daily. Also, during the regular MYF
meetings, cell group leaders aim to facilitate insightful
discussions on various topics based on sermons,
Christian movies, or topical talks that are in line with
the Scripture.
For the MYF 18UPs group, we convened many
planning sessions to discuss what we want to do
with this group. Topics suggested were: “What is my
life purpose?”, “Homosexuality”, “How to deal with
relationships?”, “How to obey God and follow Him in
this secular world?” We also had some sessions where
counsellors shared their experiences. We were taught
valuable lessons by people who had already gone
halfway through the journey of life. We have also

59th Church Anniversary Bible Quiz winners

just embarked on a journey of studying the book:
Experiencing God.
In addition, at the 59th Church Anniversary Bible Quiz,
the MYF bagged the first prize. One of the participants,
Adrielle, aged 17, shared that she was extremely
thrilled to win by such a narrow margin, and that
she really enjoyed toiling with the whole MYF team
in preparing for the quiz. She also indicated that she
had learnt a lot of new facts through studying the
Bible. Another participant, Xian Wei, aged 15, also
stated that it felt awesome to be able to win the quiz,
and that he learnt that teamwork was very important.
They are both keen to join the next Bible Quiz.

Cell group outings
Having superficial conversations with people you
meet once a week will not contribute towards
building a church that is willing to share each
other’s sufferings and rejoicing. Also, adolescence is
a scary and confusing time for most young people
who need a place where they can find good role
models, people who understand and share the same
struggles and people who would help them without
judging and condemning them. We hope that the
MYF would provide this platform. Thus, cell group
outings are intended to provide opportunities for the
youths to get to know each other better and in the
long run, lead to more profound friendships among

Movie time

! (Form 3)

the youths.
When asked about what she thought of cell group
outings, Amanda, aged 16, stated that those outings
definitely brought her cell group members closer,
and they were “of course, fun!” Michelle, 14, who also
agreed that through these outings, they were brought
closer and have come to know each other quite
well. She also said, “WE ALWAYS HAVE FUNNNNN!!!!”
In addition, Rayna, 15, expressed her love for these
cell group outings that were always fun and agreed
that it did bring the cell group members closer. It was
a time to do things together and bond, which was
something that they rarely got to do when the cell
group met up during regular MYF meetings where
they are preoccupied with discussions and other
activities.
The MYF 18UPs group did not really have a lot of
outings. Hhowever, the most recent one was to the
beach at Port Dickson. We had a fun time playing
frisbee, eating and just enjoying the beach. We
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bonded as a group on
that day. We hope to
bond further as we
prepare for future trips
outside of Church.
Futsal time

#FUN

! (Form 4 a

nd 5)

It may seem that the
n
MYF 18UPs is always
Port Dickso
group at
s
P
U
8
1
F
MY
segregated
from
the
Wee Sean said that the whole event
younger youths, but this
was an enjoyable one. Both young adults and teens
is not the case. Earlier this year, the MYF organised
could mix and enjoy themselves without feeling
a one-day event called #FUN, and all the young
awkward because sports and board games could
people came together to have fun (obviously)! This
be played across ages. There was no segregation
event provided the youths an opportunity to worship,
and everyone thoroughly enjoyed themselves. Edwin
play sports and board games and learn how to
said that he really had fun playing captain ball as it
cook together. MYF would like to give a shoutout
was just further bonding with the people he already
to all the aunties from the Methodist Women who
knew in college. It gave him the opportunity to get to
willingly and tirelessly taught the youths how to cook
know his classmates better. He added that the entry
dinner. We really appreciate their help and support.
fee for this event was worth it, considering the food
and this kind of support and care for the youths is
provided. He indicated that he would definitely be
truly encouraging, and they should be exemplified,
back at the next #FUN event.
especially in the Church. The aim of this event is to
encourage camaraderie among the youths.
Nicodemus and Chong Yi, both 15, commented that
#FUN was indeed fun, and they were open to the
idea of having more such events. Caleb, 17, stated
that he appreciated the efforts that the MYF put
into bringing the youths together for fellowship, and
he also stated that it would have been better if the
teams formed were not just for the purpose of sports.
Caleb felt that more could be done with these teams
as there was a willingness to step away from their
cliques to bond with others. It was clear that there is
a desire to build friendships that last.

The auntie

#FUN group photo
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Being in Girls’ Brigade is fun….
Some insights from the officers and girls

Our very own Girls’ Brigade (GB) participated in the 1st Petaling Jaya (PJ) Selangor Federal Territory (SFT) Drill
Competition held in August 2018, and guess what? They bagged the 1st prize!! Here are some insights into
what they went through to achieve that GOLD…..

Being in a competition means participating in a game for everyone.
Likewise, there are advantages and disadvantages, depending
on how one views it. There are those who think that getting young
children into competitions may lead to forming a competitive
attitude which can result in them becoming quite arrogant at
a very young age. Well, this may be true in most cases. However,
being in the GB and seeing these girls getting involved in this drill
competition has led me to realise that when we first influence them
with the right attitude, they will bear righteousness. Knowing that
we do not only do this for ourselves but keeping in mind that God
is the one in control of everything is what enables us to stand firm
in any circumstance. As such, it is essential for us to have good
sportsmanship and motivate one another in every game, come
what may. Ultimately, not only have we taught them discipline and
teamwork throughout this journey, but being able to witness these
girls grow also have taught me patience and trust!

From the drill practices, I
learned how to be a good
commander and that drill
can be fun. It taught me how
to be more disciplined and to
practise teamwork. I also want
to thank Captain Adele, Miss
Lee Fuang and all the officers
for the training.

- Amanda Lee, Commander
Junior Team (Age 10)

- Selina Foo, Warrant Officer
Junior Team
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Early in the month of August, 12 junior girls, between
the ages of 9 and 11, emerged as winners in the
biennial GB SFT Drill Competition. It has been such
a blessing to be able to witness and journey with
these girls while they acquire new skills. Having
discipline and perseverance when preparing for this
competition shows how essential these qualities are
for achieving goals in life. The championship has not
only greatly encouraged these 12 girls, but has also
influenced other girls in our company to be perfect
in drills.
In GB, we believe that self-discipline, also known as
self-control, can be cultivated through drills. Just as
in following Christ, the journey of discipline is not
easy. For it says in Revelation 3:19: Those whom I
love I rebuke and discipline. Indeed, narrow is the
path but great is the reward!
- Hzu Khim, Lieutenant
Junior Team

As a reserve, I learnt many things from the SFT drill
competition. I learnt about teamwork and to be
confident when marching. I also learnt that we
always need to observe the line while marching and
stay faithful. In actual fact, I used to hate drills as it
is very tough and made me feel very tired so much
so that I wanted to go home. As a reserve I went
through all the drill practices and trying to do better
and enjoying it. I am glad all these efforts led to our
winning first place in the competition. Everyone was
very happy and of course, I was very happy too. Last
but not least, I want to thank the officers for working
so hard to train and teach us the drill movements.

- Gwen Chin, Age 11
Junior Team

8
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I was very happy when I was chosen to be
in the 1st PJ SFT Junior Drill Team. I missed
2 practices, but my team mates helped
me by practising with me during the tea
break. I did not expect that we would be
the champion, but I know that we had
practised very hard and wholeheartedly. I
am very thankful to all the officers who had
worked so hard and supported us all along.

- Ivy Ong, Age 11
Junior Team
I was so excited when we were informed
that we would participate in the coming
Drill Competition. All the while, I knew I was
not performing very well and therefore
ended up praying hard. Thank God, I finally
had the chance to participate instead of
only being a reserve.
I have learned so much from our leader
and
officials, especially
concerning
teamwork which makes the DREAM WORK!
I will never forget that moment when our
team was announced as champion of
the competition. Together we cheered and
shouted with great joy!
- Xiao Mayn, Age 10
Junior Team
As part of the team, I learnt about teamwork,
patience and self-discipline. I learnt to
also cope with tiredness and pressure. It
was a great experience for me, especially
going through the drill movements with the
seniors.
- Debbie Hoh, Age 10
Junior Team

I think I like drill. It is fun!
The first day when we got selected, I was
really excited and thought to myself “I am
going to join the drill competition!” So, I
did try hard in all practices. As a result, we
won and I was extremely happy. Through
the training, I learned to always watch the
line while marching, always be confident
and the importance of teamwork where if
only one person is good, it is not enough.
I want to thank all the officers for working
hard to train all of us. I wish I could be
selected again to participate in the drill
competition next year!

When I was first chosen for the SFT drill competition, I
was very excited! I never used to enjoy drill. In fact, I
used to hate it! But when I was chosen, I was so happy
that I decided to try and do better and really enjoy it.
Through our many drill practices, sometimes I would
get tired and want to go home. Sometimes I wished I
hadn’t been chosen for the competition! There was no
backing out of it, so I continued practising.
We had many tough times when team members got
sick, when team members injured their arms or legs
and sometimes when nobody wanted to practise
anymore.

During drill practice, I learnt how to do
new things such as marching movements,
working together with my teammates
and how to listen to commands. We won
first place and a big trophy. Thank you,
Captain Adele, Ms Lee Fuang, and all the
officers for correcting and supporting us.

But we kept going, until finally it was SFT day! We were
confident when we marched and we kept our chins
up, and in the end, we won! Practising and winning
taught me one thing: nothing is too hard if you keep
going. No matter how difficult the competition got,
we kept showing up, and because of it, we emerged
victorious. What was more important than our victory
and our medals was our teamwork, our confidence,
and our faith. We should always remember to keep our
chins up, stay faithful, and, of course, remember that
God is in control!

- Hannah Walter, Age 9
Junior Team

- Aenishea Tay, Age 11
Junior Team

- Eunice Lye, Age 9
Junior Team

Being one of the new girls participating in the SFT drill competition, I never really knew why we do what
we do. However, as weeks and months flew by, I slowly realised the importance of doing drill - to cultivate
discipline, self-control and teamwork. Although there were many frustrations, fears, and nervousness,
I could really see how much my team and I have bonded and how our hard work paid off! Through
our weaknesses and our strengths, we were able to support one another. It is like the body of Christ,
where each of us have different contributions we can give to the team and help one another out. I am
truly grateful to God that I am able to participate in this competition. Although I am going to miss all
those times when we laughed, cried, went crazy, and even drilled on the rooftop, I will never forget the
memories we made, and I will be dabbling till the next competition!
- Jern Ling, Age 15
Senior/Pioneer Team
CLARION 2018 Issue 3
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I hated being a commander. Not only did I have to memorise the commands and reports, I had to
memorise the timing and which leg to command on. I knew that the commander held the highest
marks in the competition and therefore it made me even more reluctant to do it since I felt incapable.
But as I was chosen to be the commander, my journey with the girls was simply unforgettable. We had
limited practices together as a full team and even till the last few practices, we couldn’t master our
formations. Time was really running out and I didn’t know what to do. One of the most important things I
learned through this journey is that prayer really helps. I never saw the importance of prayer when I was
just marching because all I believed was “practice makes perfect”. I prayed continuously for a month
before the competition, asking God for guidance and calmness. Fast forward to competition day, you
could imagine how stressed I was. I was losing my voice and I was not ready to go out there and to
command. But when I looked at each girl’s face before the competition began, my heart was at peace.
These girls that I had been training with alongside my sister, weren’t just any other girls that I see every
Saturday. They were my second family, my pillar of support, my source of genuine happiness and the
reason why being a commander did not look so tough anymore because they had faith in me. In all, I
am grateful for every single one of them and no words can really explain how thankful I am to God for
watching over us as a team. Be strong and courageous. Do not fear or be in dread of them. For it is the
Lord your God who goes with you. He will not leave you nor forsake you. Deuteronomy 31:6.
- Chloe Choong, Best Commander, Age 16
Senior/Pioneer Team

This was the first drill competition I participated in, but I personally think that it was the best. When I was
first chosen to be part of the team, I felt very significant that I was part of this team. I found that this
drill competition not only strengthened me in drill, but my bond with my team members also became
stronger. Looking back at the time and effort we put into practicing, I felt it was worth it. All our efforts,
perseverance and commitment didn’t go to waste. And I will never forget the times during practices
when we had ice-cream and had fun with each other. These memories will forever be remembered.
During the process of practicing, I knew that we had lots of ups and downs, but it was all worth it.
Through all these, it taught me a lesson to never give up, be patient and work as a team. And looking
back at our practices, I wish I could go back in time and do it all over again. During our practice for
formation, I knew that it took a lot of time and hard work, and that many of us were sad and frustrated
when we couldn’t perfect the third formation, but even so, we still managed to execute it and it surely
did impress the judges. Even though we made a few mistakes on the competition day, I felt that we
were still the best.
I am so grateful to be part of this team. Firstly, I would like to thank Officer Amanda for giving her all
into guiding us for this year’s drill competition. Without her and her creative formations, I don’t think we
could have gotten the gold. And I feel very touched that she sacrificed her trip to Australia for us when
she changed her flight and flew back earlier. That is the biggest sacrifice someone had ever done for
me and I just wanted to thank her again. The second person I would like to thank is Chloe. I know how
pressured it was being a commander, where you had to memorise the commands and give a clear
execution. It was very hard I know but you did it. You would not have been chosen if you did not have
the potential. To me without you we would not have gotten the gold.You were another factor that made
us win. Thank you so much, and to me you are the best commander. And to the rest of you, I cannot
show how grateful I am towards you all. Without all your hard work I do not think we could have made it
to first place. Well, I guess all those blood, sweat and tears that were shed was worth it. And lastly, I would
like to give all the glory to God for He is the One who gave us fair judges and gave us good weather. At
the end of the day, all glory goes to God. I can’t wait for the next SFT Drill Competition!

- Valerie Tan, Age 15
Senior/Pioneer Team
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This drill competition is truly one to remember. Looking
back at all the effort we put in, the sacrifices we made
and the whole experience of it, I feel it was all worth it.
With each practice our bond as a team grew stronger
and wonderful memories filled our minds. I am so
thankful for this opportunity to train together with such
an amazing team. Although there were hardships,
I am glad I could experience them all, for it is from
these ups and downs that I have grown so much. I
have learnt to be more hardworking, work as a team,
be more patient, more disciplined, not complain and
give it my all. I enjoyed the journey so much, that even
at the actual competition I was contented. Although
we made many mistakes I did not have a great sense
of regret and was just proud of our team. Winning
was not my main goal this year, and because of this I
managed to have more fun as we were competing. To
be able to bring home the gold was just the cherry on
top of the whole wonderful experience. Through this
competition, I also grew closer to God and learnt to
trust Him more. I’m truly grateful for this chance to walk
this journey with an amazing team, I can’t wait for next
SFT drill competition!
- Naomi Lee, Age 15
Senior/Pioneer Team

This drill competition was really full of
surprises! I learnt a lot of things - patience,
teamwork and getting closer to God.
Although we made mistakes, we tried
our best. The main thing for this drill
competition was not to beat the other
team, but to prove to ourselves that we
could do it. Fortunately, there was a lot
of improvement. And thanks to my team
members who patiently and diligently
went through all the practises.
- Alicia Wee, Age 14
Senior/Pioneer Team
This drill competition journey was the one
out of three where I have learned the
most and had the most fun. I remember
that at the beginning of the journey when
Officer Amanda told us to see her, we all
thought we were going to be scolded.
The extra practices, eating, laughing, and
bonding together is what I think really
made us – the team – stronger as a team.
This year I really felt that we had the team
spirit, helping each other and making
sure everyone was okay. I learned that
commitment was really important. There is
no team if there was no commitment. Also,
for me and a few others, our mindset was
not to beat the 1st Kuala Lumpur team or
get first place, it was simply to do our best
and let God take care of the rest. Winning
was just a reward for our hard work, but
the experience and fun I had with the
whole drill team was the best part.
- Rayna Leong, Age 15
Senior/Pioneer Team

Through this drill competition, I have learnt
that winning is not always everything.
Doing drill practices under the stars is
really fun, Officer Amanda is really nice
and sacrificed her trip for us. Hard work
paid off and working as a team and
bonding with one another is fun. We still
have a lot to improve and can perform
even better. Last but not least, God is
good, great and amazing.
- Khoo Li Ling, Age 14
Senior/Pioneer Team
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I learnt that to succeed and win, we
must
practise, establish
teamwork,
be disciplined, and possess good
sportsmanship. We must be thankful for
everything and always remember that
God is always there to help us.

I learnt from this experience that drill required
teamwork, patience, practice and discipline in order to
be accurate and in sync. I am very thankful that I had a
chance to participate in this competition.

- Juliet Yuen, Age 13
Senior/Pioneer Team

The recent SFT drill competition would be the 4th
competition I had participated in - directly as part of
the drill team or indirectly as the trainer. I was only told
about the drill competition at the end of April, which
gave me only three months to prepare and train the
girls for the competition which was held on 4th August.
Nonetheless, even though the time was short, I had
a team of girls who were committed and passionate
towards drill. They made sacrifices - from skipping piano
lessons and extra classes and band practices, they
made it to every practice session. Drill was never a oneway thing, whether it was the girls practising or me giving
instructions. It required a connection and a whole lot of
trust to work together and to know that we only want the
best from one another. To me, winning the competition
was not my ultimate goal for the girls. I wanted to share
my love for drill with them, that they too can appreciate
and share that passion with the younger girls. They did
exactly that and even more. They won the competition!
Being proud is an understatement of what I felt towards
these girls. They have exceeded their own capabilities
and expectations. I am honoured to have been the
trainer of this team, and they are definitely my pride and
my joy.

I have learnt many things during the drill
practices. If we do not have teamwork, we
are basically nothing, and that we should
always put our faith in God. I’ve also
realised that my team and I really bonded
with each other throughout the many
practices. I never thought we could get
the first place, but guess what? We did it!
And it was my first time actually crying at a
competition and I was surprised at myself
that I cried. I will never forget the moment
they announced us as champions, and
I will never forget all the memories we
made together.
- Jareline Kh’ng, Age 14
Senior/Pioneer Team
Through
this
drill
competition, I have learnt
that
teamwork
really
mattered. It certainly helped
us to do our best and work
hard for the team and not
to let each other down.
Having faith in one another
and also in God is another
thing that I have learnt
through participating in
this competition. By trusting
each other and praying to
God, it helped to motivate
one another and build
the bond among us that
brought our team together.
- Rachel Tay, Age 14
Senior/Pioneer Team
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- Eleanor Koh, Age 14
Senior/Pioneer Team

- Amanda Choong, Warrant Officer
Senior/Pioneer Team
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TMC PJ Mission Outreach in Kampung Batu 14

Kem Rohani & Remaja 2018
By Amy Tan & Low Yang Cheng
Kem Rohani and Kem Remaja were held concurrently from 15th to 17th September, 2018. They were held in
two different locations, i.e. Kem Rohani in the kampung church while Kem Remaja was held at Sufes campsite.
Our ministry objectives are to plant the Word in the heart of every believer in the kampung so that everyone is
a disciple rooted in and built up in Jesus Christ and every family to be discipled for Jesus Christ and everyone
in the church be united in ministry for the Lord. Kem Rohani comprise adults and the focus was Bible reading
sessions zooming in on the faith journey of Abraham in Genesis 12 – 24.
Activities throughout the three days in Kem Rohani:

Bible sessions conducted by Yang Cheng, Albert Koo, Juan Morgan, Dr Tan Hzu Fern, Pastor Ting and Amy Tan.

Sunday Worship team

Sunday Praise & Worship

CLARION 2018 Issue 3
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Tan
Dr Lee, Dr Shashi & Dr

Dr Shashi giving O & G consultation

giving medical talks

Dr Tan examining Abang Saari

Children’s colouring contest

Dr Lee treating a boy with open wound

Edwin & Ee Chin telling a Bible story

Story books given by TMC PJ Sunday School children

Children’s pr
ogramme in

Kem Rohani

Treasure hunt

14
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SIB Sabah Preschool Presentation by Albert Khoo

Youth and adults combined celebration on the last day

Skits presentation by the kampung youth together with the BB & GB – Prodigal son, Good Samaritan & Rich man & Lazarus

Prize giving in recognition of outstanding youths from the kampung & colouring contest winners

Lunch together on the
last day

Together with the kampung ladies

b
We are all

rothers an

d sisters in

Christ
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Kem Remaja
(15th-17th Sept 2018)

Lunch on the first day at Kem Remaja

Going into the kampung to
fetch the youth and delivering
tent for Kem Rohani

Arrival at Sufes campsite

Dinner on the last day of Kem Remaja

Games

Praise and worship

Two helpful remaja

Going back to kampung for closing of
Kem Rohani & Kem Remaja

16
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Nurturing the genius in every child
at the Trinity Methodist Kindergarten,
Petaling Jaya
Clarion talks to Radiance Lim,
the newly-appointed Principal

The Trinity Methodist Kindergarten was
founded in 1960 and is managed by a
Church-appointed board of the Trinity
Methodist Church Petaling Jaya. It is
staffed by qualified and experienced
teachers who are committed to the
nurturing of every single child in a
holistic way. Our core curriculum
incorporates the National Pre-School
Curriculum as required by the Ministry
of Education and also revolves around
11 basic Christian moral values, that is, belief
in God, discipline, respect, kindness, responsibility,
tolerance, independence, honesty, love, politeness
and cooperation.
We seek to nurture the genius in every child and look
to instill a heart of love and a love for learning. Our
mission is to nurture our children in an environment
that expresses faithfulness to the Great Commission
as stated in Matthew 18:18-20.
We have an enrolment of 100 children, ranging from
two years to six years of age. These children are
placed in seven different classes and are taught by
seven teachers and assisted by three teacher aides.
Out of the seven classes, two are Mandarin-medium
classes. After school, enrichment programmes are
also provided from 12 noon till 6 pm. Currently, 15
children are enrolled in this programme full-time.
As we pursue our mission, we are cognizant of the
family dynamics of the present generation where both
parents may be working, children are being cared for

by maids or grandparents, single-parent homes
etc. As such, we take every effort to handle
each child as an individual, coming
from different backgrounds and with
different needs. At times we are faced
with certain challenges. There are
children with discipline problems and
our teachers are trained to be more
patient with them. We are also in a multimedia generation and we need to find
that the children have really short attention
spans and therefore, the teachers have to come
up with creative ways to attract the attention of the
children so that they can focus on their task at hand.
We are excited as the Lord has blessed us with a
brand new building and with better facilities at
Trinity Living Stream. With these new facilities, we
are planning various new and exciting activities for
the children. We are in the process of setting up the
classrooms with various learning corners to give the
children a more hands-on approach to learning.
With Christ at the center of Trinity Methodist
Kindergarten, we seek to nurture
and touch the
lives of these
children and
their families in
a special way,
as well as impact
the community
around us.

CLARION 2018 Issue 3
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World Upside Down
– A Story That Changes The World
A seminar by The Rev. Dr. Lim Kar Yong
A review by Ann Cho
Armed with a catchy title, a sharp mind and a rapid
tongue, Rev. Dr. Lim Kar Yong took us through Acts, the
longest book in the New Testament, in five sessions, for
a total of 8 hours and 15 minutes :SESSION 1
SESSION 2
SESSION 3
SESSION 4
SESSION 5

:
:
:
:
:

How it started
Conflicts and challenges
The most unlikely person chosen
Expansion and inclusion of Gentiles
To the ends of the world

How did a movement with a humble beginning of
only 12 disciples eventually spread from Jerusalem
to Rome and to the ends of th earth? How did a faith
rooted in Jewish soil become a universal church that
included the Gentiles?
The Acts of the Apostles is not merely history, written
like a newspaper report on the early days of the
church. Nor is Acts just an interesting and a dramatic
story with all the plotlines of a blockbuster movie. Acts
is a narrative that changes the world. This powerful
book in the New Testament invites us to come and
discover how we can join in the work of God in the
world, through seeing how God has acted, is acting
and will act in the future.
It was a blessing to witness this servant of the Lord
unfold the powerful message, giving testimony after
testimony of Spirit-filled events which led to the growth
of the early churches after the ascension of the Lord
Jesus Christ.

and his wife, Sapphira were struck down when
they did not ask for forgiveness , but chose to lie
in answering the apostle Peter’s carefully worded
question (Acts 5:1-11).
• A speech about Jesus of Nazareth delivered
filled with the Holy Spirit, cuts the heart of its
listener. The apostle Peter led a crowd of about
three thousand people to repent and be baptised
with his speech (Acts 2:22-41). Faith comes upon
hearing the Word. Will I read Peter’s speech over
and over again until it dwells in my heart? Shall I
pray for someone to hear or read that speech?
• A church is not just a building. A church is the
assembly of a group of men and women who
believe in the Lord Jesus, all joining together and
constantly praying. The early church gathered to
pray in a room upstairs (Acts 1:13-14). In Philippi,
Macedonia, for the apostle Paul, it was by the
riverside where the people gathered to pray, that
the repentance and the baptism of Lydia, a purple
cloth dealer from Thytiara, took place, along with
members of her household (Acts 16:13-15).
• The Lord Jesus said ‘Whoever believes in
me will do the works I have been doing..’ (John
14:12). I saw this being fulfilled in the miraculous
signs and wonders performed by the Spirit-filled
apostles in the Book of Acts. The healing of a lame,
crippled from birth by the apostle Peter mirrored
what the Lord Jesus had earlier done. Why should
we not have miracles and wonders today?

Here are 16 points I learnt from this Seminar:
• Our God is the Sovereign Lord, full of power and
might. At Pentecost, when the gift of the Holy Spirit
was given to the apostles, the power of God’s gift
came with what sounded like a violent wind, and
tongues of fire (Acts 2:2-3). I must honour, respect
and have reverence for God. I must be humble
with a contrite heart. Let me not be foolish but be
God-fearing.
• Guard one’s heart and lips to be always truthful.
In the early church, judgement was immediate.
I fearfully read of how a man named Ananias
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• There is no perfect church. Believers come from
all walks of life and different segments of society.
When more people come together, squabbles
and disagreements may spark.The early churches
had such experiences but they could handle it, so
they continued to grow.
• When a church grows, persecutions follow.
Our Lord Jesus said,‘If they persecute me, they will
persecute you also.’ (John 15:20). So it was not
surprising the apostles Peter, Paul and the others,
went in and out of jail. Their lives were threatened.
I learnt of the martyrdom of Stephen (Acts 7), the

escape of Paul in a basket (Acts 9:25) and his
imprisonment in Rome. In many parts of the world
today, the lives of Christians are constantly being
threatened. I recognise this reality.
• How God chooses a leader, is beyond our
understanding. God’s thoughts and ways are
higher than ours. Paul was the most unlikely
candidate, zealously working in the opposite
direction, but God chose him and turned his
heart around to become apostle par excellence
for the Gentiles.
• God equips, transforms and strengthens a
person for His purpose. Peter became the apostle
par excellence for the Jews. God transformed
Peter, the timid Galilean fisherman, to be a fearless
leader, boldly proclaiming the Good News of
Christ and quoting from Scriptures.
• God’s salvation plan is for everyone because
God is the God of all people. The baptism of
a God-fearing Ethiopian eunuch, opened my
eyes. The apostle Philip obeyed God to save a
eunuch, who was less of a man in Greco-Roman
eyes, and someone excluded from the Assembly
of God under the Law of Moses (Acts 8:26-39).
Here, the speaker pointed to the fulfilment of what
the Lord says in Isaiah 56:3-8. This made me think
further, for our friends facing transgender issues.
• God opens the minds of His leaders, to
prepare them for His purpose. I read how Peter
fell into a trance and saw the same vision three
times, in order that he was ready to accept the
‘food the Lord has made clean’, by the time the
men sent by Cornelius arrived (Acts 10:11-20).
• God paves the way for His Scriptures to be
fulfilled. In the home of Cornelius, as Peter
was still speaking of the Good News of Christ,
he witnessed the Lord’s out-pouring of the Holy
Spirit on the relatives and friends of Cornelius,
ie., a large gathering of uncircumcised Gentile
believers (Acts 10:44-46). Peter later testified
to the other apostles and brothers throughout
Judea, that God has granted even the Gentiles
repentance unto life (Acts 11:1-18). It became
clear to me that the Jesus-movement was going
to fulfil the Lord’s Great Commission, in the
geographical context of ‘to the ends of the world’.
For indeed, our God is the God of all nations!
• God does not show favouritism and God’s gift
of the Holy Spirit is for all who believe. I saw
the Jerusalem Council as the last piece in the
jigsaw puzzle to include the Gentiles. The apostle

Peter spoke, followed by others, including the
apostle Paul who had seen miraculous signs
and wonders in the Gentile communities.
The point I took home was: I am saved by the
grace of God through my faith in Jesus Christ.
• God grants silent years for a person to
mature in preparing for God’s mission. After
a dramatic conversion, followed by preaching
and his attendance at the Jerusalem Council,
the apostle Paul went back to his home in
Tarsus and spent many silent years, possibly up
to 15 years, until Barnabas came to look for him.
• Leaders doing God’s work may quarrel,
too. The speaker highlighted the disagreement
between the apostle Paul and Barnabas, which
started from their first missionary journey, over
John (also called Mark) who left them halfway
to go home. The disagreement was so bad they
parted to go separate ways, when the apostle
Paul embarked on his second journey .
• It is good to give someone who once failed,
a chance to redeem himself. Barnabas took John
Mark again for his second missionary trip. John
Mark became the writer of the Gospel of Mark.
The Book of Acts is open ended. Brothers and sisters,
now you and I shall continue the story... Amen.
Rev. Dr. Lim closed with these thoughts:• Within a span of about 10 years, Paul had carried
3 missionary journeys that covered the entire
‘world’ according to the people in his days. Think
about the magnitude of his travels covering
present day Middle East, Israel, Syria, Turkey,
Greece and Italy – do you think we would have
done it today?
• Suffering and persecution have accompanied
Paul wherever he went – do you think it is any
different today if we
were to follow God’s
will in reaching out to
those who have yet to
hear the Gospel? Are
we prepared to pay
the price?
• What are the two
lessons we learn from
Paul’s life and ministry?
Ann Cho
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The D6 Conference
By Raymond Lim

Deuteronomy 6:7
“Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you
sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie
down and when you get up“

When my wife and I heard about the D6 Conference, we were curious and
so we signed up. The two days were indeed a blessing. All the plenary and
general session helped us understand how God works through churches
and families to disciple generation after generation so that the people of
God may live long in the land given to them to live in.
Ron Hunter Jr shared on how the American churches have lost generations
over the span of 50 years because there was no emphasis on helping the
next generation in loving God.
Inter-generational worship is so crucial in the church. We used to think that
every ministry in the church is on their own. From Sunday School to the MSF,
we thought they were on their own focusing on their own needs. However
D6 helped us see that we all are part of the family ministry and each of us
plays a role in discipling generations to come.
We are glad that TMC PJ decided to have one family service. It brings the
young and old together and it bonds us in worshipping God as a family.
Everyone in the church is a family hence we call each other brothers and
sisters. The D6 is a good platform in which we can seek to explore further
ways of bringing the church, family and home together in partnership in
loving God.
To God be the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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TMC PJ birthday celebration

with our members aged 80 years and above

2

3

1

5

4

6

JULY

7

1

Paul Wong Kok Seng

2

Hoe Tuck Wah

3

Shirley Cheong Poh Yin (Mrs Khoo)

4

Peter Fung Wye Yan

5

Lily Kam

6

Dr Estelle Thavaraj

7

Alice Ooi Choo Lang

AUGUST

1

Yeap Boon Chye

2

Lillian Tan Lee Lian

3

Chong Yoke Lan

4

Danny Khoo Soo Kim

5

Lee Pek Lin

6

William Ong Ghee Liam

7

Gong Siew Ting

8

Elsie Yeo

1
2

3

4

5

8

6

7

1
2
3

4

5

6

SEPTEMBER

1

Rev Wong Onn Thau

2

Khoo Soo Ghee

3

Michael Ang Huang Cheang

4

Lee Siew Kheng

5

Victor Oorjitham

6

Yap Chye Hock
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Life of the Beloved:
Spiritual living in a secular world
Author: Henri J. M. Nouwen
By Jessie Chiew

who we are. Becoming the
Beloved is the great spiritual
journey we have to make.

Having had a love for reading
from young, I count my wealth
in books, not so much in
dollars and cents. The good
Lord shifted my focus when
He opened my eyes and my
heart in the autumn of my
life. Steering away from books
of fiction, I started hunting for
books which would enhance
my knowledge of the Almighty,
just as I began to stretch out
my hand to clasp His.

We are to let the truth of
our belovedness become
engulfed in everything we say,
think and do. We are to pull
the truth revealed to us from
above into the ordinariness of
what we are thinking, saying
or doing.
When our greatest joy and
peace
come
from
fully
claiming the truth that we
are Beloved, it follows that this
has to become VISIBLE and
TANGIBLE in the ways we eat,
drink, talk and love, play and
work. Allowing the deepest
currents of our life to motivate
our being adds vitality and

Henri Nouwen was an author
introduced to me through
the Counseling Ministry. A
whole range of his books can
be found in the Bookshop
managed by the Daughters of
St. Paul.
Nouwen
is
very
much
respected as a spiritual teacher. His book : Life of the
Beloved has been described as a spiritual primer for
anyone seeking God. It was written to explain the
spiritual life in simple, honest terms, avoiding theology
and technical language.
Based on his own years of study, prayer and personal
encounters, Nouwen came through to speak words
of hope to the world of busyness. Speaking from the
center of his being, speaking directly, simply and
lovingly and without apologies, Nouwen tells us what
he sees and wants us to see, telling us what he hears
and wants us to hear, trusting his own heart and
allowing the words to come. Nouwen was reaching
out to his secular friends as well as to searching
Christians. Nouwen explains:
Beloved is the origin and fulfilment of the life of the
Spirit. From the moment we claim the truth of being
the Beloved, we are faced with the call to BECOME
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purpose for living.
We are to identify the Movements of the Spirit as they
take place within us and around us in the process
of becoming Beloved in our daily lives. Explaining
the process, Nouwen uses four words: Taken, Blessed,
Broken and Given.
Being Beloved expresses the core truth of our
existence. Self-rejection is the greatest enemy of the
spirited life because it contradicts the sacred voice
that calls us Beloved.The soft gentle voice that speaks
in the silence and solitude of our heart. Listening to
the voice with great inner attentiveness, we hear at
our center, words that say:
I have called you by name from the very beginning,
you are mine and I am yours . . . .
You are my Beloved, on you forever rests . . . .
I have counted every hair on your head and guided

you at every step . . . .
Wherever you go, I go with you and wherever you rest,
I keep watch . . . .
I will give you food that will satisfy all your hunger and
drink that will quench your thirst . . .
I will not hide my face from you . . . .
You know Me as your own and I know you as My own
....
You belong to Me. Nothing will ever separate us. We
are one.
Every time you listen with great attentiveness to the
voice that calls you Beloved, you will discover within
yourself a desire to hear the voice longer and deeper.
It is like discovering a well in the desert. Once you
have touched wet ground, you want to dig deeper.
There may be quite a pile of dry sand in our lives but
the One who so desires to quench our thirst will help
us to remove it. All we really need is a great desire to
find the water and drink from it.

According to Nouwen:
• “In order to live a spiritual life, we have to claim for
ourselves that we are TAKEN or CHOSEN.As Beloved,
we are our God’s chosen ones. We have been
seen by God as His unique, special, precious
being. To be chosen means to be set apart, in
contrast to others.
• As the Beloved children of God, we are BLESSED.
We need an ongoing blessing that allows us to
HEAR that we belong to a loving God who will
never leave us alone but wll remind us always that
we are guided by His love in every step of our lives.
• Our BROKENNESS REVEALS SOMETHING about
who we are. It is generally an experience of inner
brokenness. When we keep listening attentively to
the voice calling us the Beloved, it becomes
possible to live our lives not as a confirmation of
our fear that we are worthless, but as an
opportunity to PURIFY and DEEPEN the Blessing
that rests upon us.

Nouwen tells us that if we dare to EMBRACE OUR
SOLITUDE and BEFRIEND OUR SILENCE, we will come
to KNOW AND HEAR THE VOICE, a voice that can only
be heard by the EAR OF FAITH and the EAR of the
INNER HEART.

• We are Chosen, Blessed and Broken so as to
be GIVEN. Our greatest fulfilment lies in GIVING
OURSELVES to others. In the Giving, it becomes
clear that we are Chosen, Blessed and Broken not
simply for our own sakes so that all we live for find
its final significance in being lived for others.

Nouwen comes to ilustrate for us God’s ALL INCLUSIVE,
ALL-EMBRACING and NON-COMPARING LOVE. He tells
us that long before any person spoke to us in this
world, we are spoken to by the VOICE OF ETERNAL
LOVE. We are God’s chosen people, holy and dearly
BELOVED.

• We are Chosen, Blessed, Broken to become the
BREAD that will multiply itself in the Giving.
We no longer fear death but live toward it as the
culmination of our desire to make all of ourselves
a GIFT for others.”

When we become less concerned about success,
careers, fame, money and time while growing older,
we become more concerned about the meaning
and purpose of life. It is as though God is turning our
eyes away from worthless things to give us life in His
ways. That is when we come into closer touch with
our deeper desires. We want to know the God who
formed us for Himself.
The God who formed us and knows us from our
mother’s womb has invited us to come to Him as we
are. His grace is sufficient for us, a grace rooted in
love. It matters not to Him how broken we are. We are
precious in His sight and Beloved for all eternity. He is
our God who has loved us with an everlasting love.

The Lord’s unfailing love surrounds the peson who
trusts in Him. It was divine guidance that prompted
me to bring along the compact 100-page book by
Henri Nouwen when I visited my daughter in Seattle
last summer. Away from hearth and home, I had the
luxury of delving into the treasure trove of Nouwen’s:
Life of The Beloved.
Nouwen tells us that God’s Spirit stays with us –
whether we know Him or not. The Almighty Creator
formed us and knows us from our mother’s womb.
He loves us with an everlasting love for all eternity. He
calls us His Beloved.
Savouring the owhelming love of God sets us apart
to live this life He has planned for us - a life that is
pleasing to Him, a life that brings glory to Him.
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Exalt the Lord our God and worship
at His footstool, He is Holy

On the 59th Anniversary of the Church on 26th August 2018,
the English and Chinese congregation came together with
one voice and one heart to worship in celebration.
Appropriately, The Rev. Dr T Jeyakumar, TRAC President,
shared a message on Embracing Refreshing Changes.
The bilingual service was followed by fellowship in our
spacious and airy podium garden. A wondrous sight greeted
us at the fellowship. An Alpha alumnus of more than 10 years
visited to worship and opted to stay on for the fellowship.
He had the unexpected delight of chancing upon his
octogenarian schoolmate and contemporary, a staunch
worshipper.
We had long dreamt of and even ‘petitioned’ for this meeting
because of their similar backgrounds. They were both much
accomplished engineers in their heyday. Reading our hearts,
the good Lord came through to engineer the meeting. God
has His way of opening up hearts – in His own way and His
own time.
Truly, the Church is God’s great temple where He comes
through to touch base with His people.
He alone is God and He stays in our midst
to do marvelous things!
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Diary of MSF activities
August – September 2018
By MSF Chroniclers
Worship/ Birthday celebration / fellowship
Tuesday: 5th August, 4th September, 2018

Worship service with guest speaker:
21 August
18 September

Sharifah, a Rohinya –“ Refugees in Malaysia”
Elizabeth Alfred - “Caring for cancer patients”

President Peter Chen presented a souvenir to
guest speaker Sharifah a Rohinya

President Peter Chen presented a souvenir to
guest speaker Elizabeth Alfred

Bible Study
1st and 3rd Tuesday
MSF Bible Study Hour

9.00 – 10.15 am led by Pastor Joshua Hong
By Thava Ma

This was started more than 20 years ago by our senior members, Mr and Mrs Victor Oorjitham with only four
participants. Today, it is an ‘established’ institution with an average attendance of about 20. It is held on the
first and third Tuesday of every month, from 9.15 - 10.15 am. Over the years, we have studied different parts
of the Bible, including Ruth, Ecclesiastes, Nehemiah and the Psalms, and co-ordinated mainly by Mr and Mrs
Oorjitham, Dr Poon Siew Kein , Thavamoney and a few others. However, our sessions were in danger of folding up
when Mr Oorjitham fell seriously ill. But God is very gracious! At that critical time, Rev Joshua joined our Church
and helped us out of our dilemma by conscientiously leading the sessions. So our class continued till today. We
are indeed very grateful for God’s blessing. As a focus in our studies, we use selected guide books; the current
one is The community of the King, by H.Snyder. Over the years, it has been a wonderful journey of growing
spiritually, in fellowship with our MSF members. Though physically frail with advancing age, we shall continue
to hunger for God’s Manna and thirst for His life-giving living water!
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Worship service at TMC, Sungai Buloh
On Sunday, 5th August, 2018, 25 MSF members went to TMC, Sungai Buloh to attend the 9.30 am worship service.
We were blessed with the ministry of the Word by The Rev Buel Abraham on the message: Are we willing to be
cleansed by Jesus? (Mark 1: 40-42 ). Later, we gave a choir presentation of two hymns. We were thankful for the
warm reception and the provision of transport to some of our members by the hosts. As a token of support and
appreciation, our President, Peter Chen, presented a cash offering to the Lay Leader of the Church.

Participation in Bible Quiz
Our members took part in the Bible Quiz on Sunday 26th August, in conjunction with our Church 59th Anniversary.
The quiz questions were based on the book of Genesis (50 chapters) and Exodus (40 chapters). Our team
won the second prize. Congratulations to the following nine participants : Sheila Ramayah, Sheila Vadiveloo,
Lee Hong Lian, Lee Chun Har, Thava Ma, Patrick Chen, Vera Chen, Datin Ng Sook Ming, Mary Moey,
Chan Sup Chuen and Wong Kim Siong.

Participants busy discussing during the Bible Quiz

MSF participants in Church
Bible Quiz
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Methodist Prayer Convention
in Sibu, Sarawak
Over the long Merdeka weekend from 31st August till
2nd September, about 60 members of TMC PJ headed
to Sibu, Sarawak to be part of the Methodist Prayer
Convention (MPC) that is held once every four years.
Together with about 3,800 Methodists from all the
Annual Conference and Sengoi Mission Conference,
the two days filled with praise and worship as well as
plenary sessions were undergirded with prayers for our
nation and our churches.
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Our Associate Pastor Rev Joshua Hong, who is also the
TRAC prayer coordinator, led a segment on praying for
the nation.
On Sunday, the MPC participants formed part of a
10,000-strong congregation for a worship service in
the Sibu town park, the highlight of which was the
serving of Holy Communion, the songs of praise by
a 1,000-strong choir and the sermon message by
Bishop Rev Dr Ong Hwai Teik, all amidst a God-gifted
refreshing and cooling breeze.

Glorious Infection
By Jessie Chiew
Our steps were led
to the Alpha celebration
for a purpose –
To savour and experience
what it means
to come to know God,
to be touched by Him
and be filled with Him.

Hearts were pried open
to sense Him, feel Him,
enfolded in His embrace
and enraptured by Him.
Truly, our God is marvelous, awesome!

Love cannot only be taught
It is also caught.
The mingling of –
the freshness and fervor of first love,
the sweetness of rekindled love,
permeated us with the essence
of God’s love and amazing grace.

He is God above all gods
who came to light up the world,
illuminate our hearts,
ring in gladness
and to let us know
the fullness of joy
while basking in His presence!
We came, we saw, we heard,
we shared and we tasted –
the exhilaration
of God’s unfailing,
overwhelming
and contagious love!

