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Encounter the Risen Lord!
Luke 24.13-35
Just like the two disciples, may our eyes
too be open to recognise Him
in a personal way
By The Rev. Ting Moy Hong

It was the news in Jerusalem on the first Easter. It was
no fake news: Jesus of Nazareth, who had been put
to death by the religious leaders, had risen from the
dead!
The news came from the women who went to His
tomb to embalm His body but found his body no
longer there. They reported that an angel had told
them that Jesus is alive!
Some news is too good to be true. The disciples were
struck with amazement. The news blew their finite
minds.
Luke 24 tells of two disciples – we only know one of
them to be Cleopas (the other, likely Mrs Cleopas) –
who were leaving Jerusalem on their way to Emmaus,
a journey of about 12km. They too were taken by utter
amazement about the news of Jesus’ resurrection.
Luke tells us that while they were on their way, Jesus
joined them in their conversation about what was
happening in Jerusalem.
Interestingly, verse 16 says they were kept from
recognising Him! Our instinctive questions might be,
“What kept them from recognising Him?” and “Who
kept them from recognising Him?”
The Risen Jesus was there walking with them and
talking with them, yet they did not know who He was!
Brothers and sister, when we celebrate Easter, we are
celebrating a glorious fact that Jesus is alive. Like the
disciples, He walks with us and talks to us, but like the
two disciples, many of us are kept from recognising
Him; kept from seeing Him in our midst. Are we, we
might ask.
If we truly live in the presence of the living Christ, we
would live quite differently. We would most likely be
more peaceable. We would most likely walk more by
faith, not by sight. We would most likely share the good
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news that Christ has conquered sin and death more
passionately. We would most likely live according to
God’s Kingdom priorities.
So what kept the disciples from recognising Him?
Luke gave some clues:
1. They were stuck in the discussions by others
about who Jesus was (Luke 24: 19-24). They had
viewed Jesus as just another human being – a
great prophet, maybe, but one who was put to
death. They had hoped for Him to be a political
hero who would deliver them from the Roman
colonisation. They had no clue about Jesus’
mission. They had had no personal encounter
with Jesus Christ.
Or were they disappointed that Jesus did not turn
out to be the person they had hoped He would
be?
2. They were slow to believe. Jesus pointed out their
slowness to believe as their foolishness (Luke 24:
25). They had the Scripture that informed them of
the Messiah coming and His mission, but they did
not believe. Foolishness signalled by their slowness
to believe stopped them from recognising Jesus
who was there walking and talking with them.
Yet, the Risen Lord would not let them go. He explained
the Scripture concerning Himself to them (Luke 24:
27-28). The Risen Christ engaged with them … and it
must have been a great engagement that they had
for as the three approached Emmaus, the disciples
would not let Him go. They insisted that He stay with
them (Luke 24: 29).
The best was yet to come. While in the house, at the
table, Jesus took bread, gave thanks, broke it and
began to give it to Mr and Mrs Cleopas. At this very
point, Luke reported that the disciples’ eyes were
opened and they recognised the Lord.

Brothers and sisters, what is keeping us from
encountering the Risen Lord?

Do we believe Him? Or are we still in our foolishness
of disbelief?

Could it be that we are still “stuck” in cognitive
discussions of other about Jesus Christ – caught in
what others tell us about the dos and don’ts of being
a Christian such that we have never known the Risen
Christ personally?

At the point of breaking bread, the disciples’ eyes
were opened. This reminds us of the Lord’s Supper or
the Holy Communion, which we celebrate upon His
command to do as often as we can in remembrance
of Him.

Or, have we kept Jesus in the tomb of cognitive Bible
studies and have left Him there as a mere intellectual
subject matter?

Here is our Lord who so desires to make Himself
known. We deem the Lord’s Supper as a sacrament
we can celebrate. Luke reminds us of the significance
of Jesus breaking bread and the giving of Himself to
the world. We need to guard the preciousness of the
Lord’s Supper, for by partaking of it, the Lord reveals
Himself; His great love for us; and for the world.

But Jesus should not be held in the tomb of our
discussion. He is alive! The Risen Christ has risen from
the dead and has conquered sin and death – yours
and my sin and death! He is the Risen Christ Who
walks and talks with you, with me 24/7!
Or are we disappointed with Him for not being or
doing what we had expected Him to be or do?
He walked the 12 km with Mr and Mrs Cleopas – and
He is willing to walk longer still with us. No matter how
long our journey; no matter its ups and downs, He is
willing to walk with us.
Would we let Him walk with us?
When He encountered Mr and Mrs Cleopas, they
were perplexed and downcast. He also knows our
thoughts, no matter how perplexing and anxious
they are and is willing to encounter us. Would we let
Him encounter us?
He did not let the two disciples remain in their
perplexities. He revealed Himself to them. He engaged
with them. Similarly, He will not let us be. He is willing
to reveal Himself to us and engage with us. Would we
let Him engage us?
The Risen Christ is willing to encounter and engage
with us in the daily moments of our lives. Through
Scripture, He speaks and reveals Himself. But are we
willing to engage with Him?
We should not be preoccupied any longer with
distant thinking and discussion with others about
Him. He should not be treated as a dead person and
left buried in history. His is Christ – risen from the dead
to walk with us, talk with us and engage with us.

Let us not turn the sacrament into something it is
not. It is not a mere ritual – something we just do as
Christians. Let us not become tardy and careless,
for it is a precious place where the Lord makes His
presence known. He desires to make Himself known
and minister to us, as He did the disciples.
This Easter season, may each of us be desirous of
encountering the Risen Christ daily. Let me humbly
suggest a few ways this can be done:
1. Daily, spend time in prayer with Him. Humbly
ask Him to help you be conscious of His presence.
Prayerfully live in His presence every day. Ask Him to
guide you – you must let Him guide and empower
you. Read biographies of God’s servants. Learn
from them how they discern and live daily in His
presence.
2. Let Him speak to you from Scripture. Approach the
Scripture with expectant hearts. Humbly pray,
“Speak Lord, your servant is listening”. And let Him
speak.
3. Let Him encounter you in the sacrament – the
Holy Communion. It is a communion, yes, but it is
not just any communion – it is a Holy Communion
with the Risen Lord. Prepare your hearts to
commune with Him each time you come to
receive the bread and the juice. Be prepared;
don’t be presumptuous or careless. Let Him open
your eyes to recognise Him.
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Dedication service of Trinity Living Stream,
the new wing of Trinity Methodist Church
Petaling Jaya
“See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you
not perceive it? I am making a way in the wilderness and
streams in the wasteland.” – Isaiah 43:19
By Andrew Wong

The 18th of March 2018, (or 18.03.18) is a significant
milestone in the life of Trinity Methodist Church
Petaling Jaya (TMC PJ), as this was when her new
building extension named Trinity Living Stream was
dedicated to the glory of God.

Others may view the date 18.03.18 from the
perspective of a pair of “18s” flanking a “3” – the
number of the Trinity and also the name of TMC PJ
and her new building.
There is also strength and significance in the “18s”.

He couldn’t have provided a better time, and indeed
the date is a story unto itself:
Some may see His perfect timing as being like a
flowing stream, with the Dedication service “flowing”
into Palm Sunday the following weekend and
thereafter, “streaming” into Easter day the weekend
after that!
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Turning to Psalm 18: 1-2, the song of love begins:
“I love you, Lord; you are my strength. The Lord is my
rock, my fortress, and my saviour; my God is my rock,
in whom I find protection. He is my shield, the power
that saves me, and my place of safety.”
For those of us in TMC PJ who have been closely

The exterior of Trinity Living Steam, seen from the Federal Highway.

connected with the building work of Trinity Living
Stream, Psalm 18:6 might speak to us even more
significantly as we reflect on the many testing, trying
times we experienced during our labour of love: “But
in my distress I cried out to the Lord ; yes, I prayed to
my God for help. He heard me from his sanctuary; my
cry to him reached his ears.”
Indeed, that the authorities’ approval for us to take
physical occupation of Trinity Living Stream was
received at the “11th hour” (on 16th March, just two
days before the Dedication service!) is testimony
that He indeed hears the cries of His people and in
His graciousness, He allowed the doors to His new
Sanctuary to be flung open so the “King of Glory may
come in”.
Earlier on the day of the Dedication service, TMC PJ
held a service during which Pastor-in-Charge, Rev
Ting Moy Hong declared: “Lift up your heads, O you
gates, be lifted up, you ancient doors ...”. To which the
people responded,“That the King of Glory may come
in!”.
The declaration reached a crescendo at the
Dedication service held at 5.00pm in the new
Sanctuary that can accommodate over 800
worshippers.
Led by Bishop of the Methodist Church in Malaysia,
Bishop Dr Ong Hwai Teik and President of the Trinity
Annual Conference, Rev Dr T. Jeyakumar, the service
was witnessed by the District Superintendent of
Central District 2 Rev Ashok Amarasingam, past and
present Methodist pastors and a Sanctuary packed
with members of the laity.
Highlights of the Dedication service were the blowing
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Presentation of
Tri

nity Living Stream
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to the Bishop

of the shofar led by TMC PJ’s Associate Pastor, Rev
Joshua Hong, which flowed into the presentation of
the building to Bishop Dr Ong by three members of
TMC PJ’s leadership: The Lay Leader Andrew Wong,
the LCEC Chairperson, Lee Siew Hong and the
Redevelopment Committee Chairman, Paul Lai.
Following this, they collectively informed the Bishop
that the building is named Trinity Living Stream.
Bishop Dr Ong then proceeded to consecrate the
building for God’s service and its holy use before,
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Bishop Dr Ong Hwai Teik and Rev Dr T. Jeyakumar consecrating the Baptismal Font and the Sanctuary Table.
making the new Sanctuary’s pulpit come alive
saying, “When Your Word is read and preached from
this pulpit, purify the lives and lips of those who speak
here that Your Word alone may be heard and obeyed
…”.
The Bible was then placed on the pulpit – the Word
that is “a lantern for our feet and a light upon our
path”.
Turning to the first of the two Holy Sacraments, the
Baptismal font, Bishop Dr Ong said, “… through the
waters of baptism you have given us new life … may
we walk in new and abundant life, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.”
The Baptismal Font was then filled with holy water
– to “wash away sin and clothe God’s people in
righteousness …”.
For the second Holy Sacrament, the Holy Communion,
Bishop proceeded to the Altar Table and thanked
our Lord that “when we gather at the Lord’s table
the living Christ is known to us in the breaking of the
bread and the sharing of the cup”.
He concluded by petitioning God to “strengthen us
for Your service in the world and give us a foretaste of
the feast to come …”.

The Holy Communion vessels were then placed on
the Altar Table – to “feed the hunger of our hearts with
the bread of heaven and quench our deepest thirst
with the cup of salvation”.
After the consecration, came the Litany of Dedication,
where members of TMC PJ were called to liken the
Church to the construction of the building in that
“the work we see in this building is physical; it finds
its spiritual counterpart in our hearts” so that as one
community of faith, we can ultimately “dedicate
ourselves to know Christ and make Him known”.
The Acts of Praise followed, with the singing of a new
song unto the Lord – an original score composed by
a regular worshipper of TMC PJ, Michael Veerapan,
with words by TMC PJ members, Keith and Joyce Wee,
entitled “A New Thing”.
Flowing from this, the worship was elevated to a
restrained tone when the Scripture Lesson from
Matthew 16: 13-20 was read, after which Bishop
Dr Ong delivered God’s message entitled “The
Unchanging Foundation of the Discipling Church” –
in reference to TMC PJ’s vision of being a “DiscipleMaking Church”.
Bishop’s message was summarised and translated
into Mandarin by Lewis Loke for the benefit of those

The worship team leading the congregation to sing a new song unto our Lord:
An original composition entitled ‘A New Thing’.
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The combined Sanctuary choir comprising the Church choir
and children from the Trinity Methodist Kindergarten.

in the congregation from TMC PJ’s Chinese Ministry.
Closing out the service like an awesome wave of
thankfulness to God was an Anthem of Dedication
delivered by TMC PJ’s 40-strong choir together
with children from TMC PJ’s kindergarten; words of
thanksgiving and appreciation by TMC PJ’s Rev Ting;
the unveiling of the Dedication plaque by Bishop Dr
Ong and Rev T. Jeyakumar; and the Benediction by
the Bishop.
The service streamed into a time of fellowship in
Trinity Living Stream’s new podium garden with a
nine-course sit-down dinner attended by almost 700
people.
To God be the glory.
Bishop Dr Ong and Rev Jeyakumar unveiling the
plaque dedicating Trinity Living Stream
to the glory of God.
Andrew Wong is the Lay Leader of TMC PJ
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Footnote: Trinity Living Stream is a four level extension of
TMC PJ with about 60,000sq ft of space. Within, there is a
Sanctuary with a seating capacity of 800 spread over oneand-a-half floors; a kindergarten with seven classrooms, a
science lab, computer room, nursery and children’s toilets;
13 meeting rooms; a visitors’ lounge; a podium garden with
pantry for fellowship; and a lower ground floor car-park.
Vertical movement is via staircase or, for the elderly and
those with limited mobility, a pair of lifts.
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Come, see a new thing!

The waiting is finally over … now it’s time to embark on a
new chapter in the life of our Church
By Toh Jern Yoong

This community of faith called Trinity Methodist
Church Petaling Jaya (TMC PJ) has waited a long
time for this to happen – 16 years to be exact. But
finally, it is here, and it is happening!
Hello, I am Jern Yoong, and although my family and
I are relatively new to TMC PJ having transferred our
memberships here about a year ago, we too have
been caught up in the excitement and expectation
of our new Church building, the seed which was
planted in the early 2000s.
When we joined TMC PJ, plans were well afoot to
rebuild what was previously the kindergarten block
into a modern four-level building comprising a new
Sanctuary, kindergarten classrooms, fellowship
spaces and meeting rooms. As I saw it rising up from
its foundation, brick upon brick, my hopes also rose:
“Here is a place that can house more people, where
more people can come and worship together!” I
thought to myself.
Fast forward to 18th March 2018, the thought turned
into reality when Trinity Living Stream was born and
dedicated to the Glory of God.

Break Camp Sunday Worship
The auspicious day started at 8.30am when a “break
camp” service (in reference to Deuteronomy 1:
7-8) was held in our old Sanctuary, during which
Pastor-in-Charge Rev Ting Moy Hong, quoting from
Deuteronomy 1: 21, shared that similarly, our time
has come to move into the “promised land” – our new
Sanctuary.
As a young adult, I was very comforted to see an
intergenerational community attending the early
service: Young children, youths, parents, seniors – we
were all there!
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When time came to move from the old Sanctuary to
the new Sanctuary, I felt that we were like the Israelites
moving from Egypt (the old building) to the Promised
Land (the new building). As waves of people flooded
out onto the driveway connecting the two buildings,
I felt the excitement, the joy and the unity that our
church has regarding the new building. Many in this
community have been waiting for years, and finally
it has materialised and is right in front of their eyes!
While walking, I snapped many photos of the
new building, and to my eyes, it is an architectural
masterpiece. I can already imagine the number of
pictures that can be taken if you look hard enough
(sidenote to the hipster Instagrammers).
From the building’s driveway, we walked into the foyer
and up the stairs before reaching the prefunction
area on the first floor and standing at the entrance to
new Sanctuary, where we had a short service before
entering. It was an absolutely stunning experience.
The sanctuary is huge, capable of accommodating
over 800 worshippers. This capacity really excites me
as I have always liked meeting new people!

As we took our seats, we had a time of congregational
Praise and Worship made up of traditional hymns as
well as contemporary worship songs. I must admit that
as a young person, I have yet to come to terms with
hymns (maybe they are just not to my taste), but as
the worship is intergenerational, I really “connected”
when the upbeat, feet-tapping, contemporary
Worship songs came about!
The morning service was followed later in the evening
by the service to dedicate the building to the glory
of God.
Before it began, though, there were guided tours of
the building, followed by a vibrant worship session
where all worshippers from young to old came to
praise the Lord together.
This really gave me a whole new perspective of the
One Worship service in Trinity Living Stream. As John
J, a fellow young adult and also the drummer for the
service, said: “This One Worship service is a good way
of bringing our diverse community of faith together
as One family to worship our One God.”
Indeed,this Sanctuary calls for a refreshed perspective
of both Church leaders and members. Leaders and
the people – whether we are young children, young
adults, parents or seniors – must put God ahead of
everything we do and be willing to stand up for Christ
and take brave steps for His glory.
Worshipping in this new Sanctuary in Trinity Living
Stream should allow us to reflect on the holiness of
God, rejoice in Him, and also make bold moves to
improve our relationship with Him.
Youths and young adults should also be encouraged

to contribute “freshness” to the community and shine
our light for Christ in this darkened world.
1 Timothy 4:12 says, “Let no one despise you because
you are young, but be an example to the believers, in
love, in conduct, in faith and in purity …”.
This verse does not just apply to young people,
though, but to all God’s people. As we are renewed in
Christ, we must be that example for others.
As we start a new chapter of our Church life brought
about by Trinity Living Stream and the One Worship
service, this whole community is encouraged to
continue serving God with all our hearts, minds, soul
and strength.
The new building is where new relationships can be
forged, new believers can come to know Christ, and
most importantly, where both young and old can
come to pray and earnestly seek God’s guidance.
We must answer the call to discipleship; we must
continue to speak boldly for Christ; we must continue
to learn to praise and worship God; and we must
continue to stand together as a church to shine as
an ambassador for Christ to our nation.
It has been an honour for me to write this article.
Moving forward, may the next new chapter of our
Church life be authored by God speaking to us and
we allowing Him to use our hands, our hearts and the
resources He has blessed us with. May God continue
to bless TMC PJ.
Jern Yoong is the coordinator for the 18UP Small
Group for youths aged 18 to 24, which meets every
Sunday at 11.00 am.
CLARION 2018 Issue 1
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Seeing Jesus in a secular world and
Doctrine of the Trinity and
its relevance today
By Louise Tay
In today’s secular world of only believing what can
be seen should be of concern to Christians as we
too can be caught up with the external aspect of
life and neglect the unseen spiritual aspect, hence
jeopardising our relationship with God.
Bishop Emeritus Dr Robert Solomon gave this warning
when he gave a talk on Seeing Jesus in a Secular
World on the evening of 9th March to a packed
Sanctuary at Trinity Methodist Church Petaling Jaya.
The talk was the first of three delivered over two days,
from March 9 to 10, to encourage good Christian living
in today’s secular world and to stress the importance
of The Doctrine of the Trinity and its relevance today.
At the talk on Seeing Jesus in a Secular World,
Dr Solomon said it had become increasingly difficult
to hear God in today’s loud secularised world. Many
people now believe that “if I cannot see something,
then it does not exist”.
Although the physical world is only temporary, people
are giving more emphasis to the material aspects
of life. They are so caught up with the busyness of
their daily lives that they find it hard to have a real
encounter with God, who is Spirit, and of the unseen
world.
He said that the rapid secularisation of the world was
now making people see the world in one perspective,
that is, the world as seen in photographs, videos and
other digitalised formats. He said medieval paintings
usually had many perspectives: The terrestrial scene
which depicted the physical aspect of the world; the
celestial scene which was of the heavens and angels
and the subterranean scene, the unseen world of
good and also evil.
With the constant bombardment of things that can
be seen, the Christian may forget the unseen world,
the aspect that will put us in connection with God
and our inner being.
Churches run the risk of becoming secularised too,
where people come to worship God in a terrestrial
form only. “How can you worship God when your
mind is full of worldly things?” the Bishop asked.
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Bishop Emeritus Dr Robert Solomon

We have to realise that God is at the very heart of
the seen and unseen. He is Spirit and we must
worship Him in spirit and in truth. Jesus is the physical
manifestation of God and He is the connection with
the unseen God who anchors all that is seen and
unseen.
We need to quieten our hearts in order to hear God.
He talks to us through the prophets, through Jesus
and through the church. Dr Solomon said that many
were losing the art of listening and hence, unable to
catch what God was saying to them.
On the second day, from 9am to 12.30pm, Dr Solomon
spoke on the relevance of the Doctrine of the Trinity.
He said it was vital for Christians to understand the
Triune God, and to lead a Trinitarian life, surrounded
by the love of God, living in unity and as a community,
like the early Christians who shared everything
among themselves as related in Acts 2 when the Holy
Spirit descended upon them.
However, Dr Solomon warned that humans would
find it very hard to fully understand the Doctrine
of the Trinity as we are finite beings and God is
infinite. He quoted Lindsell and Woodbridge: “The
mind of man cannot fully understand the mystery
of the Trinity. He who has tried to understand the
mystery fully will lose his mind; but he who would
deny the Trinity will lose his soul.” He said it would be
better to lose our minds than to lose our souls.
Dr Solomon said there were many instances in the
Bible, both in the Old Testament and the New, that
illustrated that God was a Trinity. In the creation of

the world, in Genesis 1:26, God said, “Let us make
mankind in our image, in our likeness...” God’s use of
the pronoun “our” suggests the plurality of persons in
God.
Jesus himself teaches the Doctrine of the Trinity as He
said in Matthew 28:19-20: “Therefore go and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,...”

Doctrine of the Trinity in relation to prayer life
Apart from the three talks, Dr Solomon also delivered
the Sunday morning sermons on 11th March at
8.30am and 11am. He asked, as believers of the
Triune God, who do you pray to – the Father, Son or
the Holy Spirit?
Some in the congregation said they prayed to
the Father, others to Jesus and still others say they
prayed to the Holy Spirit. He said Christians were
advised to pray to The Father in the name of Jesus
Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is
always turning our attention to the Father and Jesus.
Dr Solomon said the Holy Spirit was often referred to
as the “Shy One” of the Trinity. If we are to know God
well, we should have on-going conversations with
each person of the Trinity so that we can develop a
deeper relationship with God.
Jesus Christ himself had asked us to pray to God, the
Father, direct and even taught us the Lord’s Prayer.
However, Jesus also said in John 14:14, “You may ask
me for anything in my name, and I will do it.” He is
inviting us to pray to Him and in Romans 8:34, the
Apostle Paul said, “...Christ Jesus who died — more
than that, who was raised to life — is at the right hand
of God and is also interceding for us”.

14:16-18, “And I will ask the Father, and he will give
you another advocate to help you and be with you
forever — the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept
him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But
you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you.
I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.”
The Apostle Paul in Romans 8: 31 said, “...If God is for
us, who can be against us?” And in Romans 8:28, he
said: “...And we know that in all things God works for
the good of those who love him...”
God the Father, Jesus the Son and the Holy Spirit are
for us. Hence, Dr Solomon said this truth should make
us smile every day. Christians should lead joyful lives,
going out into the world with a spring in our steps,
knowing that we are loved by a Triune God who are
working in concert for our good. Even when things
seem to be going against us, we should be assured
that it will ultimately turn out right as God is in control.

God Talking To God For Us
Would we not want to know what God (Jesus and the
Holy Spirit) is saying about us to God (The Father)? Dr
Solomon said that we would be able to hear Jesus
and the Holy Spirit speaking to God the Father if we
quieten our hearts and listen. From the conversations,
we would then be able to learn how to pray to God
the Father directly.
* Bishop Emeritus Dr Robert Solomon was the Bishop
of the Methodist Church in Singapore from 2000 to
2012. Currently retired, he now keeps busy with an
active itinerant ministry, speaking and teaching
in many countries. He has also contributed many
articles to books, theological dictionaries and
journals and authored many books, including The
Race, The Conscience and The Enduring World.

Jesus assured us that He would ask the Father to send
the Holy Spirit to intercede for us, as stated in John
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The Trinity and the Christian life
By Johann Cheong Zu Han

Let me preface my summary with a Medieval legend

indeed it must, for how we conceptualise the Trinity,

about St Augustine, as recorded in the embellished

however rarefied it seems, has implications for all

1

hagiographies of Jacobus de Voragine. The legend

of Christian living. From the breadth of practices

goes that St Augustine was walking along the sea-

and understandings so affected, Dr Solomon lists

side, musing on the Trinity, when he found a small

our baptismal liturgies; our Christian ethics; our

child with a tiny spoon in hand, scooping water from

organisation as a community and church; our

the sea and pouring it into a shallow pit in the sand.

missions and doctrine of salvation.Any understanding

St Augustine desired an explanation, and the child

of the Trinity also determines to the last instance our

replied that he was emptying the sea into his pit.

Christology and our Pneumatology (the study of the

That’s impossible, said St Augustine, as the sea is vast,

Holy Spirit).

and his spoon and pit are so small. The child then
answered, “Yes, indeed, yet I shall pour the sea into

This truth, upon which so much depends, and so

my pit sooner than you shall bring the mystery of the

fraught with the dangers of slipping into heresy, is

Trinity into your understanding.” To end with a spot of

a necessary inference from the Scripture. Though

dramatic flair, the child vanished.

the term ‘Trinity’ itself does not appear in the Bible,
evidence supporting the doctrine spans across the

The impossible kernel of the mystery at hand,

Old and New Testaments. Dr Solomon surveys the

which the child demonstrates, sets the boundaries

numerous passages which, if not outright stating the

of our task. Right from the start of the seminar, Dr

divinity of Jesus Christ or the Holy Spirit equal to that

Robert Solomon is careful to convey the scope of

of the Father, affirm the multiple personhood of God. 2

his teachings: not full or complete understanding,
simply more. Drawing from A.W. Tozer, he asserts that

Compelled to accept the truth of the Trinity, but

the doctrine of the Trinity is “truth for the heart”, first

constrained by our language when articulating it,

emerging from the early believers’ experiences of

we use analogies to make abstruse ideas palatable.

God and only thereafter becoming the object of

Dr Solomon warns, however, against certain analogies

rational and theological ponderance.

that pass the border into heretical territory. God is not
Triune the way one man is simultaneously a father,

The mind must catch up with the heart. And

a son, or a husband in different circumstances:

1 Jacobus de Voragine, The Golden Legend: Lives of the Saints, trans. by William Caxton (Cambridge: Cambridge

University Press, 1914), pp. 105–6.
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this would be expressing modalism, which is flatly

of all, it provides Immunity from heretical practice, as

deemed heretical. The Trinity is not one God with

the stable foundation of all other liturgy and doctrine.

three masks, modes, or forms, but is three persons or

Secondly, it demonstrates an ideal Unity for the church

more technically three hypostases. Jesus Christ, then,

to emulate. Indeed, the Three Persons act in unity

is one person with two natures. No analogy seems

during our creation in Genesis, in the incarnation of

adequate for this formulation. Perhaps the limits

Jesus, in our redemption and individual regeneration,

of our language can be analogised—admittedly,

and in our prayer lives. Lastly, it offers us a model for

ironically—to the little child’s tiny spoon, trying to

Community: in the same way that Trinitarianism binds

carry water that exceeds its measure.

and transcends monotheism and polytheism, it
offers a vision of society that moves beyond a crude

The terminology does not stop there, as Dr Solomon

dichotomy between totalitarianism and anarchy.

proceeds to elaborate, alongside a history of its
early development, some key concepts in Trinitarian

Our opening tale revealed the impossibility of

discourses: homoousion, which describes the three

knowing, the ground of St Augustine’s efforts. Is this

hypostases or persons being of the same substance;

not equivalent to the kernel of faith in Christian

perichoresis,

or

inquiry? He did not stop pondering the Trinity after

movement of the three persons; the economic Trinity,

his encounter, we can assume, and we can imagine

or how God relates to us via His actions, and the

that he continued his inquiry with greater passion.

immanent Trinity, or how God eternally relates within

This seminar, which I have broadly summarised,

Himself. That the Son is begotten does not imply He

persuades us of the importance of the Trinity doctrine.

is a creation of the anterior Father, but He is eternally

At the same time, it generates further questions, further

begotten, and the Father eternally begets, and the

mysteries, on how one ought to live a Trinitarian life.

the

dynamic

choreography

Holy Spirit eternally proceeds from the two. All three
engage in ‘self-giving love’, whereby the Father pours
Himself into the Son, and vice versa.
Quite appropriately, Dr Solomon, in closing, suggests
three propositions on the doctrine’s importance. First

2 Several

examples from the OT include Genesis 1:2, 26; Psalms 2:7–8; 110:1; Proverbs 30:4; Isaiah 48:16; 63:7–10;

Micah 5:2; Zechariah 2:8–9. A few from the NT are John 1:1; 17:21; Acts 2:3–4; 2 Corinthians 5:19; Titus 2:13; 1
Peter 1:2; 2 Peter 1:1.
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Holy Week renewal services
By Tai Mun Keet

Our guest speaker, The Rev. CB Samuel has a
contagious smile. He also has a witty sense of humour
that endeared him to many of us. Hailing from
India, he said that although he looked like some of
us, he is the ‘original’ Indian.
He began his series of renewal talks on Palm Sunday
with a sermon on the Power of Powerlessness
(Matthew 21:1-11). During the last week of His life,
Jesus redefined power to His disciples; power as God
saw it, not as the world saw it. Jesus demonstrated
the power of insignificance, power of peace and
power of hope as He entered Jerusalem. Unlike Jesus,
the Roman army thrived on the power of fear. God’s
power trumps the Romans’ power.
Has today’s church lost its power? Are we following
the world in its definition and pursuit of power instead
of following Jesus?
The evening talks started on Monday with a sermon
titled “Called to be a House of Prayer (Matthew 21:1217)”. Jesus was upset that the people had turned the
temple into a den of thieves. Religion had become
a business in the days of Jesus, as is the case today.
Are we following Jesus or a religion? Is the church
keeping us from knowing the Jesus of the Bible?
The essential character of the church is to be a place
of prayer. The followers of Jesus are to be a people
of prayer. It is a privilege to enter into the presence
of God through prayer. When we pray, we are to be
honest with God like Habakkuk. Habakkuk told God
that the problem was that God did not listen to him,
that God tolerated the violence and injustice in Israel.
God told Habakkuk that He had a plan, that He had
chosen Babylon to punish Israel. Habakkuk asked
God why He chose such a cruel people - he insisted
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he would stand firm until God gave him an answer.
We need to give God time if we want to know and
hear from Him. God answered Habakkuk; reassuring
him that injustice would not prevail, and that the
wicked would not stand forever. The book ends with
Habakkuk praising God – I will rejoice in the Lord! I will
be joyful in the God of my salvation!
There is power in prayer. Prayer gives hope. Prayer
lets us hear the tears of God for the people who cry
out of injustice and abuse. We can intercede for our
country, Malaysia, through our prayers.
Tuesday‘s sermon was titled “Chosen to bear fruit;
fruit that lasts (Matthew 21:18-22)”. There was an
appearance of life (leaves) on the fig tree but there
was no life (no fruit). Israel was called to be God’s
people, to live a life according to God’s requirements.
They thought that they were privileged so they did
not live the life that God wanted. They paraded their
lineage.
Our membership in the Methodist Church does
not guarantee us entry into the Kingdom of God.
God expects us to bear fruit and He will hold us
accountable.
What are the fruits that are expected of us?
• character transformation (fruit of the Spirit) – we
are to pursue holiness, to be perfect as our Father
in heaven is perfect, to confess our sins to one
another as the early church did (accountability)
• community of people – to foster a quality
communal life (for example, no poor among the
people)
• salt of the earth and light to the world – to be a
guide to the world, to stop the decay, to know the
Word of God

Clarion talks to
TMC PJ’s newly-appointed
Property Officer
• bring people to know Christ – to
not use the excuse of the law to
not tell people about the gospel,
to show others that the church is
full of people being made perfect
in Christ.

With the commissioning and dedication of our new Church
building, officially known as Trinity Living Stream, approximately
60,000 sq. feet of space contained inside four levels of bricksand-mortar has now been made available to the Church and
Kindergarten for worship, education, nurturing and various
activities filled with the presence of God.

When Jesus comes, He will look
for fruit. Will Jesus be disappointed
when he looks at Trinity Methodist
Church PJ? Can people tell from our
character to whom we belong? Have
we stopped influencing the world?

To ensure efficient and optimal utilization of our facilities, which
our Heavenly Father has so graciously provided for our use,
TMC PJ has appointed a long-standing member of our Church,
Hoh Ho Chi as the Property Officer, with effect from 16 March
2018.

The last evening talk was titled
“Gratitude is Worship and Service
(Matthew 26:6-13)”. Mary (Lazarus
and Martha’s sister) anointed Jesus
with expensive perfume. The disciples
were indignant at the ‘wasteful act’.
Mary chose to worship Jesus while
the disciples thought of service.
We need to find a balance between
devotion/worship
and
activism/
service. When we worship, it is an act
and expression of gratitude. When
we worship, we hear the voice of
God. Worship is not about how we
feel. Activism is an expression of our
commitment to God. It is to point
people to the Father. If you believe in
God, show it in your works.
We cannot be a worshipping
community without being a missional
community. The church is a missional
body. Are we expressing our gratitude
to God through service to the world?
We are grateful to The Rev. CB Samuel
for walking us through the Scriptures
- our minds and hearts were truly
renewed. This servant of God said
what needed to be said. He asked us
tough questions that convicted our
hearts like how often do we read the
Bible and do the opposite? We, as a
Church, needed to hear them.

Amidst his busy schedule, Clarion managed to have a chat
with Ho Chi with regards to his background and how he was
led by God to accept this position.
By way of introduction, Ho Chi and Pansy have been members
of TMC PJ for the past 12 years. They have two children and two
grandchildren, who currently reside in Singapore and Australia.
He has served in a variety of fields, including accounting,
finance, property development and maintenance. In spite
of his hectic and demanding career, he has been actively
involved in activities of the Church, specifically with the Alpha
ministry and the Property Committee.
Having known of his vast experience and exposure, the Church
leadership offered him the position of Property Officer no less
than three times. Initially, he turned down these offers, but
subsequently relented and to quote him, “To me, these offers
must have come from our Father, calling me to serve and do
His will at TMC PJ. I praise and thank Him for all the blessings
that He has showered upon me and my family. I hope and pray
that I am able to utilise the knowledge and experience gained
in the past to carry out my duties well in order to do His will and
fulfil the trust placed in me.”
Among Ho Chi’s responsibilities are the maintenance
and upkeep of TMC PJ, including Trinity Living Stream, her
machineries, equipment, landscaping and carpark. In
addition, Ho Chi would also be responsible for overseeing the
duties of our general workers.
We give thanks and praise to God that Ho Chi has come on
board to assist the Church leadership in this important area
of property management. We, as a community of faith of TMC
PJ, will endeavour to give our full cooperation and support to
ensure that TMC PJ will be a shining light for His glory in this
vicinity.

To God be the glory.
CLARION 2018 Issue 1
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Archaeology and the New Testament
seminar
Conducted by Rev Dr Lim Kar Yong .. (25th-27th Jan 2018)
Praise the Lord! More than 100 members and
friends turned up for this 2-day seminar and were
treated to an unforgettable journey back in time by
Rev Dr Lim Kar Yong of the Seminary Theology
Malaysia. Presentation of slides and films of
archaeological sites, artifacts and models made
the seminar extremely interesting and informative.
By the end of the second day most of us left with
renewed confidence that the many biblical events
and locations mentioned in the New Testament were
indeed real and true. Hallelujah !!

The miracle of the healing of the paralytic man
(lowered from a hole in the roof) mentioned in Mark
2; 1-10; also took place here.
However, the people, though privileged, failed to
repent despite Jesus’s teachings and many miracles.
This resulted in them being condemned together
with Chorazim and Bethsaida (Matthew 11:20-24)
and they would end up worse off than Sodom on
judgement day.

B. The Sea of Galilee and the ministry of Jesus
The Seminar kicked off with the question : “Why study
archaeology and the New Testament ?”Three reasons
were forwarded, namely
• to authenticate historical reliability of the New
Testament
• to provide a proper framework and background
and
• as a tool for Biblical interpretation ; all of which are
important to disciples and students
in Bible study.
Rev Dr Lim succeeded, and made the seminar truly
enjoyable and it was almost like a tour of the Holy
Land then.

A. Capernaum and the ministry of Jesus
Capernaum (village of Nahum) was the headquarters
of Jesus’ ministry (Matthew 4:13) and many of Jesus’s
miracles were performed here. This ancient city was
mentioned 16 times in the New Testament (N.T)
(but none in the Old Testament (O.T) and was only
recently excavated in the 1960s’. Located on fertile
land, it had an agricultural base. Considered a city
rather than a fishing village, Capernaum lies on the
major East-West trade route linking Europe and Egypt.
Its importance could be seen by the presence of a
customs station as well as a military installation.
Here, Jesus began His ministry in the synagogues as
well as in private homes (Mark 2:1).

A prolonged drought in 1986 resulted in a receding
shoreline leading to the discovery of the 9m long
‘boat of Galilee’ (often called the “Jesus Boat”). Its
size confirms that it was large enough to seat Jesus
and His disciples and facilitate travel on the Sea of
Galilee.
The miracle of the feeding of the 5000 and the
restoration of Peter (after having denied knowing
Jesus three times) also took place by the Sea of
Galilee.

C. Caesaria Philippi and the identity of Jesus
The extent of the ruins of Caesaria Philippi indicate it
was a city of considerable size and the presence of
many temples showed it was a religious center even
in its earliest days. The City was built in honour of
Tiberius Caesar and Herod (son of Herod the Great).
The temple of the famous Greek god Pan is found
here. Paganistic, it was their god of nature, the
mountains, the wilds and was also associated with
sexual practices.
It was here in Caesaria Philippi that Jesus asked his
disciples “Who do you say I am?” (Matthew 18:15)
and Peter who gave his famous reply, “You are the
Christ , Son of the Living God “. (Matthew 16:16). Jesus
then proclaimed Peter as the rock on which He would
build His Church.

D. Jerusalem and the ministry of Jesus
It appears several disciples also lived here in
Capernaum including Peter. Peter’s house has been
excavated and today a modern church has been
built over its remains with a viewing deck looking
down into Peter’s house.
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The following were some of the events highlighted in
Jesus’ ministry in Jerusalem:a) John 5:2 tells of a man born blind waiting at the
Pool of Siloam for 38 years and not succeeding
in getting into the pool for healing. (This healing
was attributed to the Greek god, Asklepios). This

pool was discovered in 2004.
The instant healing of this man by Jesus showed
that the Lord was more powerful and
compassionate than the pagan gods.
The discovery of the Hezekiah Tunnel showed how
water was brought into the pool of Siloam and this
tunnel was also linked to Jerusalem.
b) Cleansing of the Temple (Mark 11: 12-25). Jesus
took action to make the temple a place of
worship. Whilst the idea of providing the needed
services to the worshippers at the temple was
noble, i.e. changing of Roman currency to the
temple currency as well as the purchase of
suitable sacrifices, its implementation was corrupt.
This corruption led to the enriching of the high
priest and excavations revealed remnants of the
high priest’s home which had bath facilities and
even three ovens (when just one would have
sufficed). Josephus described Ananias the high
priest as “a great hoarder of money”.
The business activities resulted in there being no
place for the Gentiles to worship. A recovered
“Gentile Inscription” plaque attests to this.
It was at Caesaria Maritima and in recent years
that the discovery of the “Pilate Inscription” plaque
that confirmed the existence of Pilate. This was the
Pilate involved in the trial of Jesus.

Archaeology and the life of Paul
Paul was a diaspora Jew born in Tarsus which was
quite metropolitan. Having studied under the eminent
teacher Gamaliel he had a good foundation in the
art of rhetoric, letter writing, proficiency in Greek and
was obviously very comfortable with the Gentiles. He
made Antioch (modern day Syria) his Gentile ministry
headquarters and all his three missionary journeys
started from here. However, despite this, 99,9% of the
population today are Moslems. (Journey 1..Acts 13:1Acts 14:28 ; journey 2 ...Acts 15:36 – 18:22).
￼￼￼￼
Phillipi was a highly “Romanised” city. This is proven
by the numerous rocks and inscriptions. It was here
that Lydia was converted (Acts 16:15). There was
not much Jewish influence here and hence there
was no Synagogue. Hence Lydia and other believers
had to gather and worshipped by the river. It was in
Antioch that the first Gentile church in Europe was
established, probably comprising of believers from
different background.

Thessalonica was the second largest city in Athens.
An interesting archaeological find was the use of the
word “polytarcus“ meaning city officials (Acts 17:6-8).
This affirms that Luke was correct in his description , as
this term is not used elsewhere and was used only in
those days in Macedonia to refer to local authorities.
Athens was a city filled with various idols. When Paul
reasoned with the Jews in the Synagogue, he was
accused of being a ‘babbler’.(Acts 17:18). Basically
they wanted talks to follow the lines of
a) ethos (common values);
b) logos (logic);
c) pathos (to the heart or its values); and
d) each talk should last only about 6 minutes in a
climax. They even timed talks with a water timer.
What Paul did was not in accordance with this.

Paul’s ministry in Corinth
Paul was brought before the proconsul Gallio in
Corinth (Acts 18:12) and the discovery of evidence
of the existence of the proconsul Gallio provided an
important aid in the dating of the New Testament.
The discovery of the ruins of the Temple of Askeplios
in Corinth revealed the pagan belief in its healing
powers and this was attested by the discovery of
many terra cotta replicas of body parts healed.
Other finds in the region included the “Erastus
Inscription” plaque on the pavement built and paid
for by Erastus himself in return for his appointment as
an official. Erastus is mentioned in Roman 16:23 and
this also revealed that the church then had some
rich members too. Other finds include remnants of
Roman Villas and this ties up with the celebration of
the Eucharist (1 Corinthians 11: 17-29) and prompted
Paul to remind the followers to celebrate it “in a
worthy manner” (vs 27) and failure to do so would
bring judgement (vs 29).

Archaeology and the letters to the seven
churches in Revelation
The final segment of the seminar dealt with theletters
to the seven churches in the book of Revelation
and the existence and location of these churches
ie. Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergammum, Thyatira, Sardis,
Philadelphia and Laodicea.
A lot of information could be obtained from
Alexandria which has the largest library containing
material on these studies. Early day scribes were
trained here as all manuscripts were hand-copied
on papyrus. In 4th century Pergammum documents
were copied on animal skins and parchment when
Egypt stopped the export of papyrus.

CLARION 2018 Issue 1
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Ephesus - remains of its huge theater, agoras
public baths and temples, including the temple of
Domitian have been found. The huge theater takes
us back to the time Paul had to face the protestors
shouting “Great is Diana of the Ephesians” (also
associated with Artemis - Acts 19:28). The statue of
Diana revealed her as a goddess covered with eggs
or breasts, symbols of fertility.
The Ephesian was warned not to forsake their first love
for God and they would be rewarded with fruit from
the tree of life in paradise. (Revelation 2:7)
Smyrna was famous for its games and had a stadium
which could seat up to 10% of its population. It was
also a center for Emperor worship.The Christians there
were persecuted by both the Jews and the Romans.
It was here that Polycarp, a famous Christian martyr,
was burned at the stake for refusing to deny his faith.
God was aware of their suffering and persecution. In
Revelation , Smyrna received no negative complaints
and were promised that if they were faithful even
when facing death, they will receive the crown of life
(Revelation 2:10) and would not be harmed with a
second death (vs 11).
Pergammum was also a center of imperial worship
and temples were everywhere, including the temples
of Zeus and Trajan. The city was built on a hill and
possessed a large Roman theater (which still stands),
a library, agoras, palace and a huge altar dedicated
to Zeus. This altar could be the one John referred to
as the place “where Satan has his throne” (Revelation
2:13). The Pergammum church received several
complaints including being involved in idolatry,
prostitution, mixing of their faith and their decline
in moral standard. They were warned to repent and
if they heeded they would receive a white stone
(Revelation 2:17) although the stones found in that
region were normally black.
Thyatira (modern day Turkey) was prosperous
and had many trade guilds. Each of them had its
own patron god. Thyatira was blessed with natural
resources and from its Jewish community grew a
church. Lydia, a dealer of purple cloth (Acts 16:14)
was one of its first converts.
The Thyatira church was commended for its work of
charity, service and faith but was guilty of tolerating
the followers of Jezebel (a false prophetess) which
led to sexual immorality.
Sardis (in Asia Minor and modern day Turkey). This
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city had a good defence wall around it and hence
felt secure. However they had been attacked not
once but twice at night. It had a temple dedicated
to Artemis.
Sardis was condemned as being dead and dull to
the things of God and they were warned to better
obey and repent. However, there were some in Sardis
who had remained faithful.
Philadelphia was the Hellenistic city set within vast
vineyards but had suffered a series of earthquakes,
each worse than the previous. It had undergone
several name changes, (John’s reference in “new
name” in Revelation 3:12) including a change to
Neocaesaria in honour of Tiberius.
￼￼￼￼￼
Philadelphia received no complaints and was
advised to hold on to what they have when God then
will write them a new name.
Loadicea was situated along the East-West trade
route. It was the richest of the seven churches. It
was so well off that they did not need Roman aid to
rebuild after a great earthquake in AD 60. However
this city did not have its own water source and
depended on water from Heiropolis, 10km away. This
water was lukewarm by the time it was channelled
to Loadicea and was unsuitable for drinking owing
to its high mineral content. Cold water had to be
brought in from Colosse.
Loadicea was famous for its production of eye
medication and the manufacture of black cloth.
However it was declared as being only lukewarm
towards God. They had placed too much confidence
on their wealth and medical expertise. They were
advised to be earnest and repent as God is standing
at their door. They should hear His voice, open
their door and God will enter and dine with them
(Revelation 3:20).
Thus all the seven churches mentioned in the book of
Revelation had been located.
Conclusion
At the closing Q & A session the question was asked
of Rev Dr Lim as to when he would be leading
another group to the Holy Land. Such was the
interest he generated among the participants.
The Seminar ended with praise and prayer to the
Almighty for His blessings which helped enlighten all
present.
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Called home to eternal rest
”Jesus said, I am the resurrection and I am life. Those who believe in me, even though they die yet shall they
live. And whoever lives and believes in me shall never die. I am the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and
the end, the first and the last. I died, and behold I am alive for evermore, and I hold the key of hell and death.
Because I live, you shall live also.” - The Word of Grace – (UMH pg. 871)
The following members of TMC PJ were called home to eternal rest. Our condolences to their family members.

ALICE SHIRLEY EU LENG KHOO
(ALICE AU-YONG)
Called home in
December, 2017

KON YOKE MOY
Called home in
February, 2018

CHAI HON LEONG

LEE KIM HOE, MARY

Called home in
December, 2017

Called home in
January, 2018

MONICA WONG NYUK YING @
WONG YEE KAI (MRS FOO)
Called home in
March, 2018
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TMC PJ birthday celebration

with our members aged 80 years and above
1

3

2

5

JANUARY

7
6

4

1

Dr Lee Soo Seong

2

Tony Chan Charlie Khay Eng

3

Nga Nguk Su

4

Viola Gong

5

Annie Chin Sew Eng

6

Vivian Oh (Mrs Chong)

FEBRUARY

1

Pansy Ponnudurai

2

Amy Ooi Choo Meng

3

Dato Dr Lim Khaik Leang

4

Cheong Min Choy

5

Emily Wong Poi Gee

6

Betty Chang Chai Wen

7

Patsy Joan Addington

8

Max Lee Meow Lock

9

Ruth Jayasekara

10

Khoo Hooi Lan

4

3

8
7

5

2

1

6

10

9

1
2

MARCH

3
4
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5
6

7

8

1

Yong Phui Fong

2

Susan Toh Poh Sim

3

Yap Moy Kin

4

Kong Poh Kuan

5

Chong Quee Moi

6

Christina Chung Soo Moi

7

Lim Ewe Seng

8

Annie Len (Tan Eu Leen)
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耶稣基督是谁（三）
（歌罗西书一章15～20节）
在上两期的文章中，我们从歌罗西书一章15至
18节看见耶稣基督是（一）造天地万物的主
宰，以及（二）宇宙和教会的元首。本期我们
继续探讨耶稣基督的第三个身份。
“因为父喜欢叫一切的丰盛在他里面居住。既
然借着他在十字架上所流的血成就了和平，便
借着他叫万有，无论是地上的、天上的，都与
自己和好了。” （西一19～20）

宙被造以来最大的奥秘：耶稣基督“在十字架
上所流的血成就了和平”！这也是歌罗西书唯
一一次出现“血”的经节。
而“成就了和平”的含义与第20节的最后三个
字“和好了”是平行的。“和好了”的原文意
思是“使...彻底地和好”，它不但表明耶稣基
督的救赎工作使万物与神和好，更说明人的罪
被赦免的真正目的是要回归到原初与神同在的
生命。

耶稣基督是神和人之间的中保
进入第三部分之前，我想问大家一个问题：信
耶稣是什么意思？

耶稣基督的救赎工作就是使世人与神和好，彼
此和平。

有些人会给标准答案：信耶稣得永生；有些人
会说：信耶稣得祝福；有些人甚至回答说：我
从小就跟父母信耶稣。这些都是一些人信耶稣
的原因，但是，我们遗漏了一个非常重要的神
学含义和救恩的中心意义。

是的，荣耀尊贵的造物主宰和宇宙万物的元首
竟然降卑自己为罪人舍命，这是何等震撼、何
等伟大的爱！古今往来，除了耶稣基督，还有
谁能够如此做呢？竟然连生命都完全付上，这
位神怎能不叫我们去相信呢？

信耶稣，其实是与神和好。

结论

自从人类的始祖犯罪后，神与人的关系就被破
坏了（创三23），但是神定意要拯救人类脱离
罪的辖制。
因着神的公义，祂预备一个代赎的生命；因着
神的慈爱，祂赐下祂的独生子耶稣基督作为代
赎的生命，为人类的罪付上完全的代价。  

耶稣基督是造天地万物的主宰，我们应当敬拜
祂；耶稣基督是宇宙和教会的元首，我们应当
顺服祂；耶稣基督是神和人之间的中保，我们
应当相信祂。还没有接受主的应该悔改信主，
藉着耶稣基督与神和好，而已经接受主的就应
该在生活的每一个层面上顺服祂，并在生命中
的每一天敬拜祂。

反思
代罪的救赎是必须流血的（来九22），因此，
耶稣基督献上自己为祭，担当世人的罪（来九
26, 28），替世人修补那与神破裂的关系，以
致人和神得以和好。
我们看见第19节和第15节的经文前后相应，耶
稣基督是“神的像”因为祂有神“一切的丰盛
在祂里面”。耶稣基督原是丰盛荣耀、圣洁尊
贵的，却因为爱世人，爱我们，甘心放下天上
的尊贵来到人间完成救赎的工作。

1. 我 们 今 天 的 事 奉 ， 是 否 为 了 敬 拜 和 高 举 基
督，或是带着私欲，为了满足自己的表演
欲、 控制欲等等？
2. 今天的我们，是否已经预备好面对信仰的逼
迫？
3. 我们的生活是否面对压力和失败，是否有许
多不为人知的伤心事和痛苦？我们可以坦然
无惧地，靠着中保耶稣基督来到天父面前求
恩求助。
（全文完）

这位耶稣基督，成为神和人之间的中保。
文：陆永祥传道
第20节，述说人类历史最感动的一幕，揭露宇
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Diary of MSF activities

December 2017 – March 2018
By MSF Chroniclers
Christmas Lunch
Held on Sunday, 10th December 2017,at the Golden Dragon City Restaurant in SS 2 PJ. Attended by 130 members
and friends. Lively entertainment was provided by Herman Tan and his guitar group members consisting of
Lim Sow Mun and wife Ange, Michael Ang and Lee Pak Gong. There were more than 10 lucky draws with
attractive prizes for the winners.

Christmas Carolling
On Tuesday, 19th December 2017, 24 of us, led by Pastor Joshua Hong, went to visit four elderly homes and one
member’s residence, all in Petaling Jaya area. The nursing homes where there are MSF members staying are:
Suria Nursing Centre (Mrs Ng Ee Lin nee June Leong Wai Yin), My Aged Care Home (Mrs Viola Gong Diong Ing,
whose daughter, Renee had flown back from Switzerland to accompany her), My Manor (Mrs Wong Poh Sim),
and Damai Sejahtera Nursing Care (Mrs Shirley Cheong Poh Ying).
The private residence we visited was that of Mrs Shirley Khoo Pek Tee
at Damansara Heights where we were treated to a sumptuous lunch.
At each place, a brief prayer ceremony with scripture reading was
conducted. Our choral singing was enlivened with musical
accompaniment of seven guitarists led by Pastor Joshua Hong supported
by his wife and daughter. It was a joyous and memorable occasion.
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Birthday Celebrations

Chinese New Year Lunch

25 February 2018

Worship with guest speaker
• 21st November 2017 Rev. Joshua Hong
• 16th January 2018
• 20th February 2018

: Caleb – an inspired Elder.
Rev. Ting Moy Hong : Sing a new song to God.
Mr Noel Jayaratnam : Usage and etiquette of smartphone.

CLARION 2017 Issue 3
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Caring Evangelism
By Alice Yeo
Greetings in the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ. It
gives me great pleasure to be given the opportunity
to express my gratitude to Trinity Methodist Church,
Petaling Jaya (TMC PJ) for helping me to delve
deeper into the realm of the teachings of our Lord
Jesus and showing me how to evangelise.
First and foremost, I would like to thank God for giving
us dedicated course facilitators to teach, guide and
shepherd us in this eight-week Caring Evangelism
(CE) course, which I find so enriching, brainstorming,
thought-provoking and very challenging!
We were encouraged to read aloud together the
opening and closing prayers after studying each
module in our Participating Manual. This is to
remind us that God is Sovereign, He is our Creator
and Saviour who loves us very much and that we
are His children and He our Father.
Mmmmm…… me, an evangelist? Panic button
activated! Frightening, isn’t it? Ought to be kidding!
All the questions and doubts begin to cloud my
mind. How can I be an evangelist? I was afraid that
the people whom I talked to would reject me. I was
not so well-versed with the Bible and I would not
be able to answer all their questions. Some people
may be put off because they could have had
bad experiences with some pushy or obnoxious
evangelists earlier who acted like some kind of
religious fanatics going around trying to save souls.
One of the misconceptions people have about
Christians is that they are all alike, they are
stereotyped and often judgemental. But Caring
Evangelism teaches us the specific skills for caring
and sharing Christ’s love to others in a more natural
and comfortable way. In this secular world with that
“Do-it-yourself” culture that glorifies independence,
it is very difficult for people to admit that they need
help, that they need a God and a Saviour. On top of
that, they have their “idols” (false gods) which very
often can fail them.
Now, in order that we evangelize others, we were
taught to evangelise ourselves first as evangelists
so that we can help one another mature in faith
and equip ourselves for all the good works, keeping
our faith fresh and full of power! We need a Saviour,
the One whom we can trust and rely on totally and
explicitly in our Christian community. We need also
to grow not only in faith but also in obedience and
discipleship through the Holy Spirit.
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Having been taught
these basic skills, we
should be able to
remove our fears. We
need to be transformed
first into the image of
Jesus Christ and be
able to radiate the
love and the light
of
Christ.
Caring
Evangelism
is
all
about relationships. It takes
time and patience and be “process-oriented”.
We should keep caring, keep evangelising,
keep praying and at the same time maintain
confidentiality. There should be compassion,
empathy and people-centeredness. We need to be
sincere, be a good listener, allowing people to be
freedom to choose and be autonomous. We need
not offer or find solutions to solve their problems. The
whole process must be without pressure.
I would encourage every Christian to attend and
participate in this CE course which I find enriching,
especially when we have role plays, where we will
be acting out evangelism situations with each
other, thus trying new skills and learning from our
mistakes. Then in some sessions we used verbatim
(prepared scripts) to demonstrate evangelism
situations, where two participants read out aloud
word-for-word interactions between a caring
evangelist and a caring receiver. This is to help us
better understand how to use new skills and avoid
making mistakes.
It is indeed a blessing for me personally to be able
to have this opportunity to learn this CE skill. It is
an excellent tool for training Christians to serve as
everyday evangelists in their daily lives, giving them
the power and confidence to share the Good News
with the help of the Holy Spirit, thus fulfilling God’s
Great Commission and bringing glory to God.
The following are some of the comments of my
fellow participants:Susan San: I find this CE course very enriching.
I find comfort and peace to be able to share
my bad experiences with my course partners
and at the same time being taught the skills
of listening and doing the same for others who
need my help.

Wilson Chee: It was
interesting and an eyeopener to learn the
various skills in this CE
course which gave me
the
confidence
and
wisdom to share the Good
News especially with my
former classmates in a
“process-oriented”
way
and not being pushy and
impatient.

Sui Yen: Before the CE
course, I had always
thought that evangelism
was all about telling the
Good News. However,
after
attending
this
course, I learnt that
evangelism begins from
ourselves. It made me
aware to be more caring
for
another
person
and sharing Jesus’ love
through our actions and
kind deeds.

Samuel Yeoh: In CE,
I would like to say
that the thing which
impacted me the most
was
the
realization
that evangelism wasn’t
so much about the
results,
the
numbers
and statistics. It is mostly
about the process. Very
often, I try to share the
gospel with the intention
of “converting”, but I tend
to forget that I must firstly
learn to be a friend and
to genuinely care about
the person. This reminded
me of a song I had heard
a few years back, titled
“You’re the Only Jesus
Some Will Ever See”. It is
true that the best way
to win someone over to
Jesus is to be like Jesus to
him or her.

The Cross
By Thava Ma
About ten years ago, a friend and fellow church member of Wesley
Methodist Church, Seremban, gave birth to her third child. Her joy
turned to sorrow when she was told that the baby was born with a
birth defect. She was devastated.
After numerous check-ups and prognosis, mother and child found
themselves warded at the University Hospital (UH), Petaling Jaya, for
bewildering weeks at a time. They were discharged only to have to
return again for another lengthy stay.
Another friend and I drove all the way from Seremban to UH, to visit
and comfort the mother and pray that our God will be near them and
shower them with His grace and mercy.
On my second visit, my friend drew me to the window of her hospital
room and pointed to a cross that stood out across the Federal Highway.
That cross brought her comfort and hope, she said. It reminded her
that her God was with her, understood her pain and would carry her
through. The cross beckoned her to pray to the Great Healer, our Lord
Jesus Christ. Her anxieties receded and peace returned, she added.
Ten years on, the baby is a grown up little girl. I only get to see pictures
of them because work has taken the family abroad. The girl looks
wholesome and happy but her mother worries because she is a slow
learner. I keep reminding her that our Saviour is faithful. There is a future
and a hope for every one of God’s precious children.
Incidentally, three years after my first sighting of the cross from the
hospital, I became a member of the very church with that cross, Trinity
Methodist Church, Petaling Jaya.
The Church building is now newer, bigger and much taller. The cross
has been mounted higher! How wonderful, how majestic it appears
now!
It is my earnest prayer that all anguished souls that look upon this
cross from across the highway, or from around the neighbourhood, will
find solace, assurance, healing, deliverance, peace, joy and above all,
courage and hope!
In the cross, in the cross, be my glory ever,
Till my raptured soul shall find rest beyond the river.
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Testimony from a brother in
our Orang Asli outreach work in Tapah.

“Shalom! Salam sejahtera saudara-saudara seiman
dalam kasihan Tuhan Yesus Kritus; khasnya kepada
warga warga Gereja Trinity Methodist Petaling Jaya.
Saya Bah Kapak @ Ramli dari Gereja Bt.14, Kg Lallang,
Tapah.
Saya mengucap syukur dan terima kasih kepada
Tuhan kerana memberi saya peluang menulis satu
kesaksian tentang penyakit yang saya menghadapi
baru-baru ini.
Saya menghadapi masalah kesukaran membuang
air kecil. Saya tidak boleh membuang air kecil seperti
biasa. Pada masa itu terpaksalah saya pergi jumpa
seorang doctor di klinik swasta untuk rawatan. Doktor
memasang satu tiub yang membolehkan saya
membuang air kecil dan beliau mengesyorkan saya
jumpa doktor di hospital Kerajaan.
Pada esok harinya saya pun bertolak ke hospital
Kerajaan di Teluk Intan. Setelah doktor memeriksa
saya, beliau syak saya menghadapi penyakit kelenjar
(prostate) sebab beliau mengesahkan kelenjar
(prostate) sudah bengkak dan syak keadaan ini
disebabkan oleh kanser. Untuk pemeriksaan lanjut,
saya dirujukkan ke doktor pakar dan tarikh pun di
tetapkan.
Sementara menunggu tarikh itu, keadaan penyakit
saya semakin teruk, saya mengalami kesakitan
yang tenat. Saya perhatikan ada kesan-kesan
darah dalam air kencing saya. Selepas berbincang
dengan keluarga saya dan menyerahkan kesemua
hal ini ke dalam tangan Tuhan, saya terus pergi ke
hospital swasta pada 18 Disember 2017.
Setelah pemeriksaan oleh doktor-doktor, pihak
hospital menetapkan tarikh pembedahan pada 19
Disember 2017. Saya pun meminta anak-anak gereja
berdoa untuk saya. Saya juga berhubung Cikgu
Low supaya beliau akan meminta jemaah-jemaah
seiman di Gereja Trinity Methodist berdoa supaya
Tuhan akan menyembuhkan saya.
Puji dan bersyukur kepada Tuhan, pembedahan
selesai dengan selamat dan hospital menghantar
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sample bedahan itu untuk ujian ‘biopsy’. Ujian
‘biopsy’ mengesahkan kanser. Tahap penunjuk
kanser pada masa itu ialah 150.
Selepas pembedahan, rawatan lanjut ialah melalui
suntikan.
Puji dan bersyukur kepada Tuhan, oleh kerana
peristiwa sakit dan kesukaran, iman dan kepercayaan
saya meningkat. Terima kasih kepada saudarasaudara keatas sokongan doa kamu semua. Tuhan
menjawab doa semua. Bacaan tahap penunjuk
kanser menurun dari 150 ke 50.
Inilah kesaksian saya yang saya dapat kongsi disini.
Semoga dengan pengalaman yang saya melalui,
akan menguatkan iman dan kepercayaan kepada
Tuhan. Percayalah janji-janji Tuhan dan FirmanNya.
Tak Mustahil bagi TUHAN!
Terima kasih, sentiasa mendorong dan berdoa tak
berhenti-henti.
Tuhan memberkati semua.
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God’s Will
By Jessie Chiew
A focus on the Lord is the
beginning of joy. Knowing
that we have the love of
God
makes
everything
else fade in comparison.
God loves and accepts
us as we are. He loves us
unconditionally,
faithfully
and unfailingly.
God has redeemed us,
summoned us by name,
telling us we are His and
that we are precious in His eyes. Even to our old age
and grey hairs, He stays with us to sustain us.

unfailingly, we respond by
loving Him with all our heart,
all our soul, all our strength
and all our mnd. When
we draw close to God, He
draws close to us. We can
plead with God intimately,
passionately – body and
soul united in prayer, to ask
Him to turn our eyes away
from worthless things and to
give us life in His ways.

God’s will is like a good and perfect gift that came
down from above. It is to enable us to live the
abundant life He has promised those who love Him.

In this blessed life He has given us, we are called
to celebrate and give praise for God’s abundant
goodness through all generations, bearing in mind
His everlasting kingdom and enduring dominion. We
thank God for His many blessings which come to us
unfailingly thoughout our lives.

To live life in God’s way, Scripture tells us:
Be joyful always, pray continually; give thanks in all
circumstances.

With the knowledge that the Lord is my strength and
my shield, my heart leaps for joy and I will give thanks
to Him always!

Making us with love, God has covered us with
gladness. We have been chosen by the Lord and are
clothed with gladness to enable us to shout for joy
and sing. God wants and intends for us to be happy.
He has done great things for us and filled us with joy.

When we live in ways that please God and draw
close to His heart, we can see the goodness and
blessings of God in each new day. It motivates us to
live life as a way of giving thanks to Him, praising and
worshipping Him.

When we continue to look to God, and God alone,
we will find joy and be filled with joy through Him. Joy
takes place within us in our hearts.

We give thanks to God our Creator who gives us the
breath of life. In Him we have our being. His power has
taken us from darkness into His marvelous light!

Gratitude for the goodness of God brings us to our
knees. We look to our source of being to worship and
thank Him. Praying continually enables us to stay
linked to Him like the vine and the branches. He is
our sustenance, our strength and our hope. Staying
linked to Him and in tune with Him, He knows the
desires of our hearts and gives us what is good for us.

God sent us His Son, Jesus, who made Himself
nothing to become one of us and to live among us.
Jesus came to teach and show us how to live fully
dependent on God the Father. He lived to do God’s
will!

God comes through to bless us with small miracles
in the most mundane moments of our lives, when
we need His blessings most. God fulfills the desires of
those who fear Him. It is a reflection of God’s care and
concern for us. He works for the good of those who
love Him.
In praying continually, we seek God’s presence
with us. We need His sovereignty in our lives. We can
find refuge in His sovereignty. Our burdens change
shoulders when we surrender to Him and commune
with Him. God is our eternal blessing in life – our
Emmanuel!
As He loves us overwhelmingly, abundantly and

To be like Jesus, we too are to live by doing God’s will.
We have been clothed with the Holy Spirit to give us
wisdom and strength, and to let us know that God is
constantly with us, to equip and empower us to know
and do His will.
Jesus has washed us clean and set us free to enjoy
life to the full in God’s way. We do it best when we walk
in obedience to God the Father, our sustainer and
our strength.
How great is our God who came to rescue us out of
darkness and continues to dwell within us to enable
us to live the abundant life He has graciously planned
for us!
May His will be done here on earth as it is in heaven!
CLARION 2018 Issue 1
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Sai Eng Hann
By Jessie Chiew

One of my persistent petitions to the Almighty has
always been:
Show me Your ways, O Lord,
Teach me Your paths,
Guide me in Your truth and teach me . . . . .
God hears our prayers and He answers them.
My involvement with the Samaritan Street-Feeding
Ministry has been both fulfilling and illuminating.
Many come for lunch on Saturdays at the YMCA with
different stories to tell. I was led to observe more closely
and learn more deeply an outstanding individual. He
not only comes for food but was always hungry for
the Word. Rushing through his lunch he would make
a bee-line for the Trinity Centre for the Bible class
which follows.
His name is Sai Eng Hann (aka Ah Hann) born on
12 December 1960 but baptised into New Life on 25
December 1995 (as he proudly emphasized to me).
Ah Hann is fluent and articulate in Mandarin and
Cantonese. I have only my limiting Penang Hokkien
and English. With the help of Bahasa Malaysia,
however, we managed to communicate.
Observing Ah Hann through our infrequent meetings
brought to mind what I read in Scripture:
Happy is the man who fears the Lord
who walks in His ways…
Ah Hann is always cheerful and moves with a spring
in his steps. His life reflects his heart, a heart residing in
Christ. He carries no baggage. He has no permanent
place to lay his head. To tell you the truth, I know not
where he lays his head at night.
In relating his life story, Ah Hann realized that God
had been with him through thick and thin, guiding
and strengthening him. He had taken the wrong road
in his early life until one fine day his sister took him
to a church in Subang. Following that, he worked for
three years in Singapore and he continued to attend
church and studied the Bible there. Scripture has
become near and dear to him as he carries on his
walk of faith and allow the light to shine on him. He
believes that God has a plan for his life and that gives
him the confidence to walk tall and to walk strong,
enabling him to share God’s love and goodness with
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those he comes across.
He is street savvy and resourceful, opting to join
young members of the Full Gospel Assembly (FGA)
church in their praise dance sessions so that he
could dance with gusto and zest. He keeps his life full
with songs and praise so as to draw closer to God.
We did not see Ah Hann for a while prior to and
during the 2017 SEA Games. He retold how he, with
other homeless, had been rounded up together by
the authorities to be emplaced in a camp near Kuala
Kubu Bahru. We saw him again after the Games. He
appeared fairer, fitter and just as cheerful. He related
that he had been well taken care of by the authorities
with three meals a day, a roof over his head, made
to do some marching drills and given a small daily
allowance. He said that he had nothing to fear as he
believed that God was with him wherever he goes
and that God always comes through to provide for
him.
Attending worship sessions at the Trinity Centre, Ah
Hann sings with his heart and moves vibrantly. God
uses him as a shepherd to reach out to those around
him. He had managed to bring several of them to
Christ at the Centre.
God worked thorugh Ah Hann’s meekness and
simplicity to show love, joy and vitality. His sheer joy
was particularly infectious especially to those around
him. His lack of guile in showing what scripture has
done to his life came thorugh poignantly and with
vivacity. His joy-filled perspective on life had been
honed by his struggle through life with God always
by his side.
Ah Hann illustrated for me the teaching of Jesus:
Is life not more than food and the body more than
clothes? He enabled us to see that life does not
consist in abundance of possessions and that living
simply can enrich one’s life.

It is God’s mystery in using the unlikely
to remind us of His love and mercy. It is
God’s way to encourage us to receive
His gifts with grace and humility, to teach
us to accept His love from whoever and
wherever it comes. Showing our love and
care to those we meet comes with God’s
rewards. He opens our eyes to see His
bountifulness coming through those who
have the least.

God with us
By Jessie Chiew

Ah Hann came to show and teach me that
when we know God and seek Him daily,
God will keep us happy and joyful while
providing us with His manna for the day.
Worshipping together with Ah Hann and
his friends at the Centre made me sing out
joyfully with them:
Hari ini ku rasa bahagia
Berkumpul bersama saudara seiman
Tuhan Yesus telah satukan kita
Tanpa memandang diantara kita . . .
Saya mahu cinta Yesus selamanya
Ya Allah ya Bapa
Kini saya anak ku . . .
We are continuously being reminded that
Christ is in all of us, rich or poor, when we
are humble, gentle and loving. Everyone
of us is precious in His sight. Our Saviour
and Redeemer came to liberate us from
anxieties and a gripping attachment to
things. When we see through the eyes
of God He will enable us to see beyond
outward appearance to what is truly
worthy.
It helps if we continue to sit at Jesus’ feet
with open hearts and allow Him to lead
us and to nudge us into action with His
overwhelming love and goodness. We then
move and act totally on His strength.
My eyes were opened to a simple illustration
that happiness does not come to those
who seriously pursue it. It comes by being
more present in life right where we are.
When we trust God for what we need, we
learn the secret of true contentment.
Coming to God humbly, unencumbered
and with the right heart, we can make a
joyful noise to Him and worship Him with
gladness, savouring His blessings to the full.

As we walk with the Lord
through the days,
through the months
and through the years,

He embraces and protects
all those who walk in His ways.
Our names are engraved
on the palms of His hands . . .

He makes our eyes see clearer,
our ears hear better,
and our hearts more open
for Him to enter.

With our lips
we want to bless Him
and to sing praises to Him.

His word comes into our life
o stay,
telling us to lean more fully
on Him
through every moment
of the day.
He speaks vibrantly
through he hymns and songs of
praise,
planting them into our hearts
and mind,
reminding us of His goodness,
His unfailing love
and His faithfulness.
He comes to let us know
He is God
who has come to us
to stay with us.
He is our source of strength,
love, hope, peace,
our very being.

The Lord stays with us
to grow us in the grace
and knowledge of Him.
He seeps into our minds
to train our thoughts
before they leave our mouths.
He stays with us
to grow us in His love,
a love that surpasses all
and changes everything.
The Lord embraces us
with His presence
and His love
through all times,
everytime.
God with us
in us and through us,
enables us to be
agents of His love
and channels of His blessings!

May the word of Christ dwell in us richly to grow us
like a tree planted by streams of water,
resilient out of season and fruitful in it.
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