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Sing a new song unto the Lord!
Christ is Risen!
(and would your response be
a hearty, “He is risen indeed”?)
By The Rev. Ting Moy Hong

Easter is the most glorious of all events in the story of
humankind. Why is that you ask? It is because with
Christ’s rising from death, the power of sin over us has
been broken. Death, which is the consequence of our
sins, no longer need be the final word. And so, through
Christ’s selfless action, the destiny of humankind has
been redefined.
Thence,the reason us for living through the resurrected
Lord becomes one of giving hope and new life.
Christ’s resurrection demonstrates the power of our
Awesome God in breaking into human experiences
– no matter how deep the gloom is; no matter how
hopeless the circumstances created by human
sinfulness might be (as seen on Holy Thursday night
through to Good Friday afternoon); no matter how
deep one’s failure is (as in Peter’s denial of Jesus);
they do not have the final word.
What now speaks is Christ’s triumph over death and
His return to His failed disciples! The Risen Christ offers
His disciples then (and the world today) newness:
New hope; new life; a new reason for living; a new
way of living … and, if I may, a new song to sing. In
fact, the gathering of Christians on Sunday is really to
celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ.
Yet, the narratives in the Gospels involving Christ’s
resurrection inform us that the initial response of
the disciples to the Risen Lord was not one of great
anticipation and exuberant proclamation. Rather, it
was one of puzzlement; doubt; and disbelief even to
the point of them saying something to the tune of, “It
can’t be”.
Take a look at Luke 24. The exchanges between the
disciples and between Jesus the Risen Lord and His
disciples provide some insights and reasons for the
disciples not seeing the glorious newness that has
dawned.
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Luke 24:1-8 is the scene of the women who
encountered “two men in clothes that gleamed like
lightning”.
As the bewildered women were wondering what
happened when they found the tomb empty, the
two men said to them, “Why do you look for the
living among the dead? He is not here; he has risen!
Remember how he told you, while he was still with you
in Galilee: ‘The Son of Man must be delivered over to
the hands of sinners, be crucified and on the third
day be raised again’.” This refreshed their memory of
what the Lord said to them of his rising.
Today, what might we respectfully want to say to
these women? Would we want to tell them that they
were not the most careful in attending to what the
Lord said to them prior to His passion and crucifixion?
But rather than careful attention to what the Lord is
saying, it is neglect that deprives us of the fullness of
joy that awaits us when the Lord comes to us.
Be that as it may, in Luke 24:9-12, we read that the
women didn’t keep quiet about what had happened
and broke the news to “the Eleven and to all the
others”.
Alas, their words were regarded as nonsense. Peter,
one of the Eleven, however, went to check out what
happened but in the end, “went away, wondering
to himself what had happened”. He too could not
believe that His master had indeed risen from the
dead.
Is this disbelief by Peter (and others like him) due to
a hardness of heart that does not allow the Lord, with
Whom nothing is impossible, to breathe His newness
of life and hope into their lives?
To them, life perhaps is only “real” when they are in

charge, in control and in-the-know – beyond that,
they are suspicious and uncomfortable. Alas, though,
such a hardened heart would actually cause them
to miss out on the greatest reality!
Luke 24:13-35 accounts for an interesting exchange
between the Risen Lord and Cleopas and another
disciple (some believe this to be Mrs Cleopas and I
am inclined to agree!) while they were walking to a
village called Emmaus.
The passage tells us that Mr and Mrs Cleopas were in
deep discussion with the events that had taken place
earlier and with what others had said. They had no
personal convictions of Who the Risen Lord is or what
He was doing – in their minds, Jesus was a just good
man and a great prophet who had suffered.
Even when Jesus the Risen Lord walked with them,
they still spoke about Him in the third person (because
“they were kept from recognizing him”.)
How amazing, yet how ironic! As I read this passage, I
feel like telling them to “open your eyes and see!”
That’s so true for many of us even today. To us, Easter
may be an event we are discussing or even relating
as a story, but we continue to miss out on the essence
of this greatest event in humankind – that we live to
die no more in the very presence of God.
The reason for our lives and for our living is refreshed
because Christ has risen. The way we do church has
everything to do with His resurrection; every day, every
moment. Church does not exist to debate or discuss
His resurrection but really, to live out the reality of
Christ’s resurrection!
Luke 24:36-42 continues the story of the still startled
and unbelieving Eleven. Here, I am must confess my
curiosity: If Jesus had not shown His hands and feet
and opened their eyes, what might become of the
disciples, I wonder.
What do you think would happen if the disciples were
not ready to accept the major changes required to
their thinking and lives following Christ’s resurrection?
Such changes include a relook about their notion of
death and life; their theological framework; and their
culture (women’s words/evidence are half of the
value of the man’s).
More than these changes, Christ’s resurrection
would also have challenged them to think what it
would mean for them going forward – perhaps they
were not ready to welcome the unknowns and the
uncertainties.

If only the disciples knew Who it is Who was speaking
to them and walking with them ….
As I think about the disciples’ state of being at that
time, the more I think of me; of us; and I ask: Don’t we
react to changes and unknowns quite similarly? Are
we any different in the way we act on the Words and
work of the Risen Lord in our lives and in His church?
Will we step out of our comfort zones and into His
Risen zone?
The Lukan passage tells us that the Risen Lord did not
give up on the disciples. Praise be the Lord!
He did all He could – He explained the Scriptures to
them; He walked with them; He ate with them; He
showed Himself to them; He opened their eyes so that
they could come to see and believe. All this caused
the disciples to believe in Him and in response, they
rose to be His witnesses, empowered by His Holy Spirit.
They sang the new song given them, faithfully.
We are here today because they did so.
I do believe that He is is doing the same for us. Jesus
is Risen! And so, we too – every one of us, as a person
loved and saved by the Lord – ought to have a new
song to sing unto Him.
The community of faith called Trinity Methodist
Church Petaling Jaya too ought to sing a new song
unto the Lord – to declare His mighty powers at work
in the world; in our nation; in our city; in our families;
in our lives.
We are called to upset the status quo and not get
locked up in disbelief, self-belief and self-confidence.
We need to let the Risen Lord bring the newness of
Easter into your lives.
Without it, our being members of the Church is only
about giving cognitive assent to what others say and
perhaps a life of quoting what others say while we
remain in our safe “comfort zones”.
Sadly, this will mean that we will miss out on the
greatest reality that will renew and empower us to live
the life we are designed and called for.
So let us arise and be the church that truly celebrates
Christ’s resurrection in our worship services and in our
lives: A new song, let us sing unto our Glorious Risen
Lord!
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Arise, you Easter people!
God hatched a plan to rescue us from sin and death
through the life, death, resurrection and ascension of
His Son, Jesus Christ. What is our response?
By Andrew Wong
Easter Island is more well known for “moais”,
carved human figures with oversized heads,
than for raising up people who walk meekly
and submit to the authority of God.

For many of us, we do not have a problem being

Being called Easter people also does not tie us

described as Christians, but call us “Easter people”,

to the British event of the same name that was

and some head-scratching and stroking of the chin

founded by a Methodist church in 1988 in Sussex,

might occur.

which has gained such a following it has been
described as an “emerging movement that is clearly

As a gentle wade-in, being an Easter person does

unstoppable” (for more information, visit www.

not mean we need to be born on Easter Island, a dot

methodistevangelicals.org.uk/resources/easter-

in the Pacific Ocean located at the south-eastern

people).

most point of the Polynesian Triangle. The people
there are typically Chilean by nationality, though

However, in this movement’s vision to “bring people

60% of the island’s 5,800 residents are descendants

to faith, move them on in their spiritual journey,

of the aboriginal Rapa Nui. Easter Island was so

lead them in a new vocational path, change lives,

named as it was founded by the Dutch explorer

empower and grow leaders, equip and resource

Jacob Roggeveen, on Easter Sunday in 1722.

the church, renew the body of Christ and bring
refreshing and blessing,” we can see why we too
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are called to be Easter

•

people.

Easter

people

to see Jesus restore
creation

As

long

Christians

around

curse

from
of

the world emerge from

(“Therefore,

the

the
decay.

there

is

Lent

now no condemnation

during which we fasted

for those who are in

and repented in order

Christ Jesus, because

to prepare ourselves to

through Christ Jesus

celebrate the day of our

the law of the Spirit

Lord Jesus’ resurrection

who gives life has set

on Easter day, it might

you free from the law

be good to ponder over

of sin and death.” –

what

season

New

of

Testament

scholar N.T. Wright wrote
in his book Surprised by
Hope: “If Lent is a time

Romans 8:1-2)
The plan was hatched to give us new life
over 2,000 years ago.

to give things up, Easter

• Easter

people

speak

up at great cost against
the

“principalities

and powers” of this

ought to be a time to take things up.

world because Jesus is king over them all. (“For
our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but

“If Calvary means putting to death things in your

against the rulers, against the powers, against

life that need killing off if you are to flourish as a

the world forces of this darkness, against the

Christian and as a truly human being, then Easter

spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly
places.” – Ephesians 6:12)

should mean planting, watering, and training up
things in your life (personal and corporate) that

• Easter people are willing to deny themselves

ought to be blossoming, filling the garden with

and lose all things for the sake of Christ because

colour and perfume and in due course bearing fruit.

He has promised to restore all things and reward
His disciples in the life to come. (“No one who

“Jesus’ resurrection is the beginning of God’s new

has left home or brothers or sisters … for me and

project not to snatch people away from earth to

the gospel will fail to receive a hundred times as

heaven but to colonise earth with the life of heaven.”

much in this present age … and in the age to
come, eternal life.” – Mark 10:28-30)

The making of an Easter person
While there is no direct reference to Easter people

Love people, not possessions

in the Bible, there are plenty of inferences on what

We can also catch a glimpse of how the original

makes one:

Easter people lived as a community of believers
when we read in the book of Acts 2: 42-47 that the

• Easter people are humbled by the death and

first Christians “devoted themselves to the apostles’

resurrection of Jesus Christ (“For if, while we

teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread

were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him

and to prayer” and that “all the believers were

through the death of his Son, how much more,

together and had everything in common.”

having been reconciled, shall we be saved
through his life!” – Romans 5:10)

We

also

read

that

“they

sold

property and

• Easter people preach the resurrection more

possessions to give to anyone who had need. Every

than one day a year (“They were greatly

day they continued to meet together in the temple

disturbed because the apostles were teaching

courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate

the people, proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection

together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God

of the dead.” – Acts 4:2)

and enjoying the favour of all the people. And the
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Lord added to their number daily those who were

Today, we might be tempted to conclude that those

being saved.”

days some 2,000 years ago were very different from
what we have now; that their community then was

Later, in Acts 4: 32-35, we are told that “all the

smaller than ours and that wealth-sharing then was

believers were one in heart and mind. No one

more manageable.

claimed that any of their possessions was their own,
but they shared everything they had.”

We might also be tempted to ignore our faith’s
invitation to radical change that invites a re-

“With great power the apostles continued to testify to

examination of our own priorities, our words and

the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And God’s grace

actions, and even our use of time.

was so powerfully at work in them all that there were
no needy persons among them.

We might want to say these things and more … but
if we let Scriptural truths speak to us, we will realise

“For from time to time those who owned land or

such tempting thinking is planted in our minds by

houses sold them, brought the money from the sales

the one who wants to lead us away from being in

and put it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed

God’s presence.

to anyone who had need.”
Good to know then, that there are those who have,

A life worth living

and those who can resist Satan; those who depend

Fast forward to today, we need to ask ourselves, can

on the Holy Spirit for strength and perseverance,

we walk in the footsteps of the first Easter people?

even in the midst of adversity.

Placed here, in Malaysia, in this place and time
when our nation and her people are struggling and

These are the Easter people; people who refuse to

suffering both ethnically and economically, can we

keep up with the envied “Joneses” and raise their

rise up and imitate their way of life?

children to do the same. They accept their own
illnesses as opportunities to reveal God’s love to

I have a feeling many of the first believers were no

others. They quietly feed the hungry and share their

different from us. They too might have also held

own resources with faithful abandon, shaping the

views that God chooses to favour and love only

next generation so that they will do the same.

some. But in time, they would have found out that
God truly shows no partiality among humankind

They are the ones who believe that the Cross

(The apostle Peter highlighted this when said, “… I

transforms all suffering and pain, and that God

now realise how true it is that God does not show

loves us so much that He hatched the rescue plan

favouritism but accepts from every nation the one

to save us from sin and certain death by sending

who fears him and does what is right – Acts 10:34).

the Darling of heaven to die on our behalf, so we

Indeed, all are equal in the sight of God.

may have eternal life.

Furthermore, a clear message was given on the day

In response, Easter people allow themselves to be

Jesus ascended to heaven that we are not to stand

moulded so they can arise and become the feet

and just gawk at the things happening around us.

and hands, heart and mind of God.

We are to act.
As we prepare ourselves to celebrate Easter 2017,
“Why do you stand here looking into the sky? This

let us reflect on the state of our faith and if it is only

same Jesus, who has been taken from you into

as large as an island, or if it can be made into an

heaven, will come back in the same way you have

unstoppable movement as Easter people.

seen him go into heaven.” – Acts 1:11.
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The challenges and joy of
facilitating Disciple courses
By Phoon Beng Soon & Lee Mei Wan

When we were approached to share our thoughts
in the Clarion, on why we decided to become
facilitators

for

the

Disciple

courses

we

were

reminded of the time back in 2013. We were then
completing our Disciple 3 course. Our facilitators
overseeing the group at that time were Dr Lee Soo
Seong

and his wife, Dr Poon Siew Kein who had

in this particular ministry may not always be there.

also facilitated our first two Disciple courses. They
approached us to prayerfully consider becoming

However, there was assurance from the Lord that He

facilitators for these courses. We must admit that our

would equip us accordingly for this work to which

initial reaction was one of great reluctance.

we sensed He was calling us. As someone has
rightly said, “God doesn’t call the qualified but He

One of the reasons for our unwillingness was a

qualifies the called”.

sense of inadequacy as we realised that it carries
along with it a heavy responsibility. James 3:1 “... let

A confirmation to be facilitators came when both

not many of you become teachers, knowing that we

Dr Lee and Dr Poon indicated their desire to step

shall receive a stricter judgment.”

down as they were getting on in age. They had
been faithfully serving for many years. There were

Furthermore, as we had gone through the courses

others who also encouraged and nudged us on.

ourselves, we were aware of the intensity in terms

We saw these as an affirmation from the Lord. The

of preparation required and the duration of nearly

timing seemed just right.

nine months to complete each course.
However, we did pray to seek God’s direction; asking

How important are the Disciple
courses?

Him to help us overcome our reservations. We prayed

There is both a time and place for systematic Bible

that if this was what He wanted us to do, we were

study which covers the whole Bible. Disciple 1 is a

prepared to accept this responsibility.

good start as it gives an overview of the entire Bible.
Disciple 1 is very foundational and enables one to

Why have you given yourselves to be
facilitators of Disciple courses?

see “the forest from the trees”. Doing the lessons

As we continued praying, there was that growing

readings helps to inculcate the daily habit of

conviction within us that perhaps this was what God

studying the Word in a structured and disciplined

was calling us into - the ministry of His Word.

manner. But it is also more than just academic

consistently each day by following the assigned

knowledge; the courses are

practical. In short, it

To refuse this calling was not an option for us. The

teaches us to take our discipleship seriously which

desire to obey Him helped us overcome our fears

is the ultimate aim of the four courses.

and anxieties although deep down, there were still
hesitation and reservation. Not to answer this call

However, because there is insufficient time to do in-

would also be to deny ourselves the privilege and

depth study of each book of the Bible in Disciple

honour of serving Him and His people. Furthermore

1, participants are encouraged to continue with

we felt that the window of opportunity to serve Him

Disciple 2, 3 and 4 courses.
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What are your challenges as
facilitators and how has God guided
you during the Disciple courses?

faithfulness to all of us has been demonstrated time
and again as we recalled with gratitude our life
stories.

One of our challenges has been the building and
strengthening of group dynamics. This takes time

No longer is God or the Bible Someone or a Book

and effort. To this end, both of us make it a point to

from the distant past. Instead He has become an

regularly pray for ourselves, our weekly preparations

integral and central part of our lives even in the

and for all our fellow group members. It helps that an

seemingly small and mundane details of our lives.

environment of trust is created where everyone can

Through the lessons, we have learned together, in

be at ease and comfortable with each other. It also

the words of the Bible, to ‘work out our salvation’

pays to be good listeners and to value contributions

(Philippians 2:12) in our homes, workplaces and

made by the participants to the discussions. For us,

church. Looking back over the years we are truly

it has been one of constant “learning on the job”.

grateful for the privilege and opportunity of being

Reminding ourselves that this is the Lord’s work and

able to serve Him in this ministry.

it belongs to Him has been reassuring. At best we do
what we can and leave the rest to Him.

We recognise that we serve at His bidding as long as
He is pleased to use us.

We have also learned to resist the temptation to
think that as facilitators we are the dispensers of
information or that we must have answers to every
question. In fact, some of the questions posed
may not have answers or answers that satisfy us
completely. Neither does God give us explanations
to all matters of faith.
The Lord has often guided us in the direction of these
group discussions. He has also prompted us in the
way we answer questions which have been raised.

What did you reap in the end?
Needless to say, we have benefited much from the
courses which we have facilitated. The journey has
been one of constant discovery - of ourselves, others
and most important of all, God Himself. First, He has
taught us to be disciplined - establishing a daily
routine whenever possible in preparing for each
week’s assignment. In so doing, He has reinforced
our love and greater appreciation for His Word. We
often remind ourselves that we are first and foremost
students of God’s Word and in this we have been
amply rewarded with learning God’s truths in new
and refreshing ways.
The course participants have also taught us much.
The sharing of their struggles, concerns, joys, and
anxieties as they seek to work out the realities of
everyday Christian living has also been an inspiration
to us in our ongoing journey with the Lord. God’s

8
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Getting to know our Associate Pastor
James Chong speaks to Rev Joshua Hong to find out more
about the man behind the cloth

This being the fourth
month
of
2017,
regular worshippers
to Trinity Methodist
Church Petaling Jaya
(TMC PJ), would have
gotten accustomed
to seeing a newish
face speaking from
the pulpit, greeting
them in the Loggia and praying with them at the
Altar railings.
He is Rev Joshua Hong, the Church’s Associate
Pastor, who took office at the beginning of the year.
Although he and his wife Esther came to us directly
from Johor Baru, where he had pastored the JB
Wesley Methodist Church and was the District
Superintendent of the Trinity Annual Conference’s
(or TRAC) southern region, Rev Hong’s roots are
actually planted in Klang, Selangor.
Born into a Christian family, his faith grew and
deepened in the Klang Chinese Methodist Church
where he belonged as well as in the Campus
Crusade for Christ.
“It was while I was attending a youth camp back
in 1973 when I first heard the calling to become a
pastor,” he reveals.
“You know how it is at youth camp … there is always
the challenge for the participants to go into full-time
ministry to serve the Lord.
“I was in Lower Six then … and I kind of responded
to the challenge by saying ‘Yes, I want to serve the
Lord full-time’.
“But once camp was over, the initial fire in me quelled
and I delayed … and delayed … and delayed in

making the move.”
The delay took nine years
to overcome.
During that time, he went
to Tunku Abdul Rahman
College where he sat
for his ICSA (Institute of
Chartered
Secretaries
and Administrators, from London) exam and went
on to become a teacher in 1976, teaching Bahasa
Malaysia in a school in his hometown of Klang.
Every now and then, though, he kept remembering
the call to full-time ministry and was challenged
again and again until finally, in his own words,
he says, “No choice … I felt compelled to fulfil my
commitment to serve the Lord …”.
In 1982, he went from being a teacher to becoming
a student by going to Singapore where for four years
he studied to obtain a Bachelor of Divinity.
“Soon after graduating in 1986, I joined the Chinese
Annual Conference (CAC) of the Methodist Church
in Malaysia and my first posting was at Gereja
Methodist Subang Jaya where I served for over
eight years until 1995.
“After that, I was posted to Sitiawan, Perak where I
spent another six years until 2001.
It was around this period that his wife Esther, who
was also a teacher, bore their children: Elisha, their
son who is the oldest and Susanna and Sophia,
their two daughters.
In 2002, Rev Hong and his young family returned
to the Klang Valley to serve the church where it all
began for him, the Klang Chinese Methodist Church,
and he was her pastor until 2009.
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After 23 years of serving the Lord in the CAC churches,
Rev Hong in 2010 felt it was time for a change and
applied for an inter-conference transfer to TRAC,
which is the connectional body for the Englishspeaking Methodist churches in Malaysia.
This change led him to Johor, where he pastored
the JB Wesley Methodist Church for seven years and
was TRAC’s District Superintendent for the southern
region, looking after the seven Methodist churches
located in Seremban, Malacca and Johor.
At the end of 2016 at the TRAC 41st Annual
Conference, the Board of Appointments in keeping
with the itinerant ministry of Methodist pastors,
selected Rev Hong to be the Associate Pastor of TMC
PJ.
It is an appointment he considers to be “a big
challenge”.
“TMC PJ is a large church – much larger than
those I have pastored. To be an effective pastor,
one has to first know the people, then find ways
to get connected with them, and then see how to
encourage them to serve the Lord.
“Besides discovering their giftings and strengths,
there is also the need to understand their personal
struggles, which can be a challenge.
“In a small church, a pastor can quite quickly get
close and warm with members, but in a large one, it
can take a while as members can ‘hide’ themselves
in the crowd.
“This may be a reason why some people prefer to
attend mega churches – because they can just go
and worship, then go off. They do not want to get
connected with anybody ….”
But this connection is important, says Rev Hong, as
it would allow pastors to identify the giftings and
strengths of the church members, which can be
used to serve Jesus Christ and the ministries of His
church.
“TMC PJ has many ministries that require the
participation of the lay people … for instance, there
is the Oasis Counselling Centre where people who
are weighed down by life’s challenges can come.
But when they come, the Church must have the
people with the giftings in place to help ….
“I also hope to be able to identify more people
from within the laity with the gift of preaching and
teaching so that it is not only the pastors who will be
preaching God’s Word.
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“Once identified, they can be trained and released
into the preaching/teaching ministry.”
Rev Hong also believes that a church should be
relevant to its surrounding community and that the
Methodist Church has an important role to play in
the growth of Malaysia.
“God has blessed the Methodist Church so that it
is one of the largest denominations in this country.
“For TRAC churches, we are called to be ‘a voice to
the Nation’, which is one of the four essentials in the
Conference’s goal of ‘Spreading Scriptural Holiness,
Transforming the Nation’.
(The other essentials are Lifelong Discipleship;
Wholesome Families; and being a Vision for the
World through local and global missions.)
“John Wesley’s social principles and social
engagements are some things that have become
the strengths of the Methodist movement,” he adds.
“From the early days, the Methodists were not
detached from society – they were very involved
right down to the grassroots where they helped the
poor and the needy.
“Today, this continues and has become the strength
of the Methodist Church where she is involved in
education, looking after the ill and caring for people.
“In TMC PJ, this can be seen through ministries such
as our Missions Committee (which is teaching basic
English to orang asli children in Jelebu and sharing
God’s word in Tapah), the Kurnia Dialysis Centre
(providing treatment for those suffering from endstage kidney failure) and the Samaritan Ministry
(which undertakes street-feeding every week).
Rev Hong concludes the interview by driving home
his message: “We are called to be the salt of the
earth but in order to do this, the salt has to come
out of the salt-shaker.
“Very little happens if we are just kept in the saltshaker.”
So let us all come out and serve our Lord, for He has
blessed us to be a blessing to others.
If you would like to know where you can best
serve; where your “saltiness” lies, get connected to
Rev Hong. He would
love to know you more
personally.
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What prata has to do with Jesus?
Rick and Coreen Soo speaks about
the Alpha 2017
What is Alpha? Alpha is a platform to share the
good news of God’s salvation plan through a
series of interactive sessions exploring the basis of
the Christian faith. It is typically run over 13 weeks
with a weekend away. Alpha is a tool used by
Trinity Methodist Church, Petaling Jaya (TMC PJ)
to evangelise. TMC PJ is running Alpha in English
and Mandarin this year.
Preparation for Alpha 2017 started as early
as September 2016. There is much to do! As
administrators, Rick and I sat down to draw up a
list of things to be done. Our first approach was to
kneel down before our Almighty God to seek His
wisdom and guidance. Alpha 2017 is God’s work
and He has called us to partner Him in His work. We
acknowledged our unworthiness and sought full
reliance on Him. We are willing instruments waiting
for Him to use us as how He deemed fit for the
advancement of His Kingdom.

What are the many things to be done? Dates
were set, the venue for Alpha weekend away was
confirmed at Genting View Resort, the team was
formed, leaflets, prayer cards and invitation cards
were printed. Then came the training of the Alpha
team. In order to do God’s work, other than our full
commitment to Him, we needed to be equipped.
On 9th February, our training started at 8am with
breakfast and fellowship. Fellowship within the
team is very important to cultivate teamwork and
togetherness. We had a fun game during one of the
breaks which showed us that teamwork is all about
communication and working hand in hand with
one another.

Acronym of Alpha:
A - anyone can come
L - learning & laughter
P - pizza, pasta, prata...
H - help one another
A - ask anything

Alpha
training
started
with the most important
topic:
“Prayer”. Brother Tan
Hock Wah emphasised the
importance of prayer and
why we needed to have full
dependence on our Heavenly
Father as we journey with the
participants through Alpha.
Prayer is getting to the heart
of God. We need to know
what God wants us to do
and out of obedience, to do exactly that! We need
to pray for pre-believers and the Alpha team. The
devil is like a prowling lion ready to devour. We need
to put on the armour of God and remind ourselves
that it is not by our own effort that we are running
Alpha. The team needs to be united in prayer!
Our Pastor-in-Charge The Rev Ting Moy Hong, shared
with us the topic on “Evangelism”. Evangelism is the
proclamation of the Good News. Evangelism is a
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process. God has revealed Himself in His glorious
creation. Fellow workers of God are commissioned
to plant the seed, some watered, others fertilised it
and others harvested. Only God can make the plant
grow. We were reminded of the Great Commission
which our Lord Jesus Christ gave in Matthew 28:1920: “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations,
baptising them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to
obey everything I have commanded you. And surely
I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”
When we evangelise, we must be totally reliant on
the Holy Spirit, led by the Spirit and empowered by
the Spirit. This must be further authenticated by our
transformed lives which will impact our involvement
in evangelism.
The other topics we dealt with in the training were
the planning and preparation of Alpha and the area
on facilitating the small group by hosts and helpers.
The topics were addressed by Jeanne Cheong,
Rick & I.
Alpha was launched on 21st January with a puppet
skit on “Sharing Jesus.” Our puppeteers, Crystal
Chong and Jean Young, skillfully manoeuvered
the puppets, sending the message to remind and
encourage our church to share their faith with others.
On 12th February, Alice Yeo shared her testimony on
her journey through Alpha 2016 (see side bar).
This year, we distributed prayer cards to our
church members for their participation. When
they submitted the names of their guests on
the prayer card, they had to pledge to pray
alongside the Pastors and the Alpha team and
journey with their guests through Alpha, should
they attend. There were 100 names submitted by
39 Church members through this exercise.

12
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Alpha led my
husband to
Jesus
“It is with great joy
in my heart to share
with you the Good
News
about
my
dear husband of 51
years, Yeo Kok Seng,
who has recently
accepted
Jesus
Christ as his personal
Saviour.
He
was
baptised on the 11th
of December last year and this was indeed the best
Christmas gift ever!
“I was baptised 25 years ago and have waited and
waited patiently for him to accept Jesus and be
baptised. There was nothing I can do to convince
and persuade him to come to Jesus. He will faithfully
chauffeur me to attend church every Sunday without
fail or whenever I have to attend any function in
church as I do not drive but he will not attend the
services with me. Only on occasions when I sing in
the choir or during Christmas, will he join me. He just
told me he is not interested.
“I cried out to the Lord and prayed fervently for
my dear husband, asking the Lord to touch his
hardened heart to accept Jesus as his Saviour and
to give him a humble and submissive heart that is
willing to follow Jesus!
“For 25 years, I never gave up praying. Loving God
is also loving my stubborn husband. I wanted him
to enjoy paradise by my side. His siblings and all our
Christian friends also prayed for him all this long
while.
Last February 2016, my daughter came home
to let me know, through a friend, that there is this

Alpha course by Nicky Gumbel which is very good
and easy to follow, step by step to know about the
Christian faith.
”I quickly took the opportunity and mentioned to
him about this Alpha course and he said he’ll give
it a try. So we registered and attended this Alpha
course at TMC.
“As we journeyed through Alpha, what impressed
him most was the love and patience shown to him
throughout the duration of Alpha. During the Alpha
weekend away, when he was asked the question if
he will accept Jesus Christ as his Lord and Saviour,
miraculously, he said ‘Yes’. I could not help tearing
with joy and I thank God for saving my dear husband!
“After Alpha, we journeyed through the baptism
classes and Yeo was baptised in TMC PJ and
together we attend worship services every Sunday.
That makes me very happy! God is loving and He
answers prayers according to His timing!
“Fifty one years ago, he said ‘I do’ to me and on
11th December 2016, my dear husband said, ‘I DO
to JESUS CHRIST!’ Praise and glory be to God in the
highest!
AMEN!”

Alice’s testimony touched the hearts of many
church members. Many were so happy for her.
One church member even asked for the Alpha
Powerpoint presentation so he could send it to
his daughter because he wanted his daughter to
attend Alpha and be saved by God’s salvation plan.
We started Alpha on 26th February with the Alpha
Welcome Hi-Tea*. We had more than 100 attendees.
We thanked God for His presence as He guided
us through the Welcome. Praise the Lord! After
the second week of Alpha, we had 31 people who
signed up for the course.
The Alpha journey will be running till 4th June and
we would like the whole Church to pray for the Alpha
team as we embark on this journey with the people
God has sent to us!
May God be pleased with us and may His name be
praised and glorified through all eternity!
AMEN!
* Alpha sessions always start with food. Through
table fellowship, we can relate better with people.
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Growing in discipleship as a Church
Clarion’s Daisy Naesarajoo chats with our Pastor-in-Charge,
the Rev. Ting Moy Hong, Lay Leader Andrew Wong
and LCEC chairperson Lee Siew Hong on
the plans for the Church 2017
Three years ago in 2014, Trinity Methodist Church
Petaling Jaya (TMC PJ) adopted the vision of
making “Everyone a Disciple of Jesus Christ”. For the
following two years thereafter, the focus had been on
implementing this vision through the first mission of
“Discipleship through Small Group Life”.

To equip the SG leaders, the Church leadership has
set aside the second Saturday of every month to
be a time when all SG and Zone leaders can come
together with the Pastors for a time of prayer and
fellowship, and for their equipping as shepherds of
their flock.

This year, while emphasis continues to be on
enhancing and strengthening Small Groups, the
second mission will be introduced: To make “Every
Family a Wholesome Family in Jesus Christ”.

Such equipping comes in the form of talks and
training sessions, and includes a course in May on
grief counselling, which will be led by Dr Edmund Ng
and one in July on Inductive Bible Study, led by the
Rev Dr Lim Kar Yong.

To live out this mission and continue being the salt
of the earth and the light of the world, the Local
Church Executive Committee (LCEC) in its planning
retreat last year identified the following strategies for
implementation in 2017:
• Consolidating the Small Groups (SG) and Home
Fellowship (HF) ministry;
• Building wholesome families;
• Enhancing youth discipleship;
• Caring for the elderly;
• Consolidating social work; and
• Enhancing missions work.

Consolidating the SG and HF ministry
The SG and HF ministry will remain
infrastructure for disciple-making in TMC
Church members are encouraged to
an SG and/or HF so they can grow and
disciples of Jesus Christ.

the main
PJ and all
belong to
mature as

Within an SG, the growth of members is by making
the following five commitments:
1. Commitment to the Scripture;
2. Commitment to one another;
3. Commitment to a life of worship and
praising God;
4. Commitment to live a prayerful life; and
5. Commitment to reach out to others.
Besides disciple-making and growing in Christian
maturity, being a member of an SG and/or HF will
also allow them to be cared for and given support
and guidance from the SG and HF shepherd and the
other members.
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SG and HF leaders are also encouraged to participate
in the Leaders Planning Retreat scheduled to be held
from 6th to 8th October this year.

Building wholesome families
The Church recognises wholesome, God-centred
families as being the bedrock for creating a strong,
God-fearing church; leading to a God-fearing
community and subsequently, a God-fearing nation.
As the National Evangelical Christian Fellowship had
said,“No church, community, or nation will rise higher
than the spiritual condition of its families. Healthy
marriages and families build healthy churches,
capable of impacting their communities and nation.”
As such, families need to be strengthened and
equipped to enable them to meet the challenges
and demands of the secular world, while at the same
time, remaining intact and wholesome as part of the
larger body of Jesus Christ.
What is a wholesome family? How can we, as a
church, help, establish and nurture wholesome
families?
President of the Trinity Annual Conference (TRAC), the
Rev. T. Jeyakumar, in his book entitled A Family-Friendly
Church: Home and Church Joining Hands, points out
the following defining factors:
• A wholesome family is one where parents take
an active role to disciple and nurture their children
spiritually. This is where a family-friendly church

can be instrumental in equipping, empowering
and enabling families to do just that – at home!
A general observation among parents is that faith
formation within the family should be church-led
and family-supported. This, however, should not
be the case. Instead, the responsibility and task
of faith formation lies with the family – it should be
family-led and church-supported.
• A wholesome family is one where the parent-child
relationship is built upon intentionally. For this
to take place, a family-friendly church will not
encumber parents with too many meetings and/
or activities in the church that would impede
on quality time such as bonding and spiritualbuilding spent at home.
TMC PJ will continue to assist and support families in
taking the lead role in building wholesome families in
the following ways:
• Empowering parents to bring spiritual growth
into the families through various initiatives such as
conducting the Alpha Parenting course; helping
families build family altars; observing the Sabbath;
organising parenting skills courses for every stage
of family life; and having more family-oriented
activities;
• Young families will be encouraged to play a
greater role in discipling their children by setting
aside time for family devotions and ensuring
that all day-to-day family decisions are based on
the teachings and exhortations of our Lord and
Saviour;
• SGs will focus on family spiritual growth;

• Encouraging families, pastors, church leaders and
parents to attend the D6 (Deuteronomy 6) Family
Conference to be held in Singapore from 28th –
29th July 2017. The theme of this Conference is
Generations, which aims to pass on a spiritual
legacy for future generations by applying the
principles of Deuteronomy 6 in our ministries, in
our context and in our homes.
As a follow-up to this Conference and to provide
a local perspective as well as raise greater
awareness on the role of the family in faith
formation, plans are underway to convene a D6
Conference in TMC PJ in 2018; and
• Holding a Family Fun Day which this year will be
organised by the Methodist Adult Fellowship to be
on 10th June. To be held at the Forest Research
Institute of Malaysia (FRIM), all families including
those in our Kindergarten and Sunday School are
encouraged to come.

Enhancing youth discipleship
Youths will be the future leaders of TMC PJ. It is thus
crucial that they receive the appropriate guidance
and training so as to enable them to eventually
assume the leadership role in the Church’s various
ministries.
LCEC members will undertake to mentor the youths
as well as assist in identifying and honing their skills
and God-given talents and gifts to be used for His
glory.
The youths will be encouraged to attend and
participate in SG meetings to study and improve their
knowledge of the Word of God as well as instil the
importance of building a bond and relationship with
SG members.
Just as the apostle Paul identified Timothy and was
a spiritual father to him that eventually enabled
Timothy to become Paul’s protégé and right-hand, it
is imperative that we do the same with our youths to
ensure continuity in the life and mission of TMC PJ.
The Church’s youths will also be given greater and
wider exposure to the programmes implemented
through the Missions and Social Concerns Ministries
of the Church

• Intentionally enhancing the involvement of
families during Intergenerational Sundays by
encouraging families to be seated together in
the wing nearest the pulpit, and as a family, serve
as ushers/greeters and participate in Scripture
reading.

As part of TMC PJ’s outreach efforts to show love and
concern to students originally from other states but
who have come to the Klang Valley to study in the
local institutions of higher education, the Weekend
Foster Parenting programme will be introduced.
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Church members will be encouraged to host students
during the weekends to introduce them to Christian
family living and hospitality, including providing them
with home-cooked meals.
In enhancing the care and welfare of the youths and
to provide a comfortable and conducive place for
them to meet, study and complete their homework,
the Church Hall Annexe complete with Wi-Fi and airconditioning has been made available for their use
on week days.

Enhancing missions work

Based on TMC PJ’s membership statistics for 2016, 45
per cent are above the age of 55 years.

In 2017, the Church’s Missions work will be focus
along three lines, namely:
1. Rural missions: Working with the indigenous
people;
2. Urban missions: Migrant people ministry and
working with the Bahasa Malaysia Churches in
the Klang Valley; and
3. Support of Missions Agencies.

To meet their needs, various activities will continue to
be undertaken by the Methodist Seniors Fellowship
(MSF), and these include Bible Study and talks and
excursions to places of interest besides line-dancing
and sit-up exercises.

The Missions Committee recognises there is a need
to bring greater awareness of Missions work, while
encouraging members of the community of faith
to “turun padang” – be personally and collectively
involved in soiling our hands at doing Missions work.

In planning for 2017, the Church leadership also
intends to provide support for their faith needs, their
living, health and physical conditions, social and
leisure activities and interpersonal relationships.

The Committee seeks to begin with the young
people in our community of faith by exposing them
to Missions work through the following programmes:
1. Youths attending the Baptism Class will participate
in the Street Feeding programme;
2. Youths will be encouraged to spend a day with
the less fortunate, such as Old Folks’ Homes; and
3. Youths will work the Missions team to bring God’s
love into an Orang Asli village near Tapah. In
March this year, some 11 adults and young
people of the Church together with the Missions
chairman Low Yang Cheng and Pastor-in-Charge
the Rev Ting Moy Hong spent a night in the village
so they could bring Sunday Worship to the people
there the next day.

Caring for the elderly

To address some of these needs, a taskforce to
be helmed by the MSF will be set-up to revisit and
examine the need for the establishment of an Elderly
Day-Care Centre.
This taskforce will be responsible for formulating an
overall blueprint for this purpose as well outline the
short-, medium- and long-term strategies.
When established, the Day-Care Centre is envisioned
to be the prophetic voice to our society that care for
the elderly must, at all times, rest with the family where
the dignity of the elderly will be upheld, with support
and assistance provided by our community of faith.

Consolidating social work
TMC PJ will continue to undertake various social
concerns activities to reach out to the less fortunate.
These include:
• The Street Feeding programme which provides
food and medical assistance to the underprivileged. In a move to take this ministry to a
higher level, rehabilitation efforts of the underprivileged will be undertaken, including providing
skills training to those who have the ability and
potential to be trained. These efforts will assist
them to regain their self-esteem and dignity and
also give them an avenue to be independent;
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and
• Pusat Dialisis Kurnia will continue to aid those
with end-stage renal failure. Those who are facing
financial difficulties can also come for treatment
at a subsidised rate or at no cost at all.
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The young people will be given more opportunities to
befriend and mingle with the Orang Asli community
and to understand their needs. Tuition will also be
provided for the school-going Orang Asli children.
We need the support and earnest prayers of parents
to encourage their children to be involved in Missions
and be open to the call of the Lord of Missions upon
their lives.

Christian Education
As part of the ongoing efforts to enrich and empower
members of TMC PJ in God’s Word, the Christian
Education ministry has drawn up various programmes
and courses that will be conducted throughout 2017.
Some of the courses are:
• Experiencing God: Knowing and Doing the Will
of God. This is a 13-week course developed by

•

•
•

Henry Blackaby for those who are interested to
experience a deeper relationship with God;
Disciples Courses by Cokesbury, a division of the
The United Methodist Publishing Housewhich.
There are four courses (Disciple 1: Becoming
Disciples Through Bible Study; Disciple 2: Into the
Word Into the World; Disciple 3: Remember Who
You Are; and Disciple 4: Under the Tree of Life. Each
course ranges between 32 and 34 weeks;
Inductive Bible Study; and
Study of Genesis.

In addition, TMC PJ will be a centre for Bible
Knowledge for students pursuing the Sijil Pelajaran
Malaysia examination. It is thus hoped that parents
will encourage their children to take Bible Knowledge
as an examination subject.
Members of TMC PJ are advised to take advantage of
these programmes to facilitate their spiritual growth
and discipleship, and that of their children too, into
Christ-likeness.

Church Redevelopment Project
In spite of initial hiccups, the Church Redevelopment
Project has progressed steadily and is nearing
completion. As God’s community of faith, we certainly
want to lift our voices in praise and thanksgiving to
our Almighty God for guiding us throughout this
journey.
There is still a lot more planning and coordination
work to be undertaken with regards to the move
into the new building. For this purpose, the Church
leadership had appointed a Transition Taskforce to
oversee the process of transition.
Our goal as a Church for 2017 would be to remain
united in ensuring that the new Church building is
debt-free and is used solely for the glory and honour
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
In conclusion, let us endeavour to fulfil TMC PJ’s vision
of making “Everyone a Disciple of Jesus Christ”, and
in doing so, welcome His refreshing and new efforts in
each of our lives so that we, as a community of faith
can be the salt of the earth and the light of the world.

LCEC Members For 2017

Standing from Left to right:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Rev. Ting Moy Hong (Pastor-in-charge)
Woo Soon Ming (MAF President)
Tan Hock Wah (Evangelism Chairman)
Juan Morgan (Sunday School Superintendent)
Hong Hee Leong (Treasurer)
Ong Chong Lai (Associate Layleader)
Philip Wong Huong Hua (Associate Layleader)
Paul Lai Chu (Church Redevelopment Project)
Andrew Wong (Layleader & Communications Chairman)
Lee Siew Hong (LCEC Chairperson & Elective Steward)

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Theresa Yip (MW President)
Tan Ean Chye (Stewardship & Finance Chairman)
Low Yang Cheng (Missions Chairman)
Roy Goh Yak Poo (Property Chairman)
Dr Mary Bien Mei Nien (Kindergarten & Elective Steward)
Roslind Yong Swee Yen (Fellowship Chairperson)
Patrick Dutton (Elective Steward)
Adele Chow Nyook Sim (Girls’ Brigade Captain)
The Rev. Joshua Hong (Associate Pastor)

•
•
•
•
•

Tan Hui Khim (Membership Chairman)
Paul David (Social Concerns Chairman)
Dr Eddie Chiew Fook Chong (Counselling Chairman)
Michael Leong Yi Shen (Elective Steward)
Dr Surendren Thuraisingham (Elective Steward)

Not in the photo
•
•
•
•
•
•

Tan Giok Hui (Boys’ Brigade Captain)
Tan Hzu Shing (MYF President)
Deborah Sybil David (Worship & Music Chairperson)
Grace Choong Chui Chui (Christian Education Chairperson)
Peter Chen Kait Leong (MSF President)
Lewis Loke (Ministry Staff)
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Countdown to the completion of
our new building
Daisy Naesarajoo talks to Chuah Ewe Teik, head of the
Transition Task Force which is commissioned
to oversee the smooth process of our assimilation
of the new building project

Aerial view showing the current progress of the construction
It has struggled to emerge, but once earthwork was
completed in 2015, the new Church building has
literally been slowly and steadily growing on us. Today,
as we come to Trinity Methodist church Petaling Jaya
(TMC PJ), nobody can ignore its presence as it looms
over the streetscape.
While still a hard-hat construction site, it is only a
matter of time before the 60,000 sq. ft. of space
contained inside the four levels of bricks-and-mortar
become filled with activities of the Church and the
presence of God.
We praise and thank God for bringing us thus far
and pray for His continued wisdom and guidance in
bringing the project to completion, and subsequently,
to make TMC PJ a shining light for His glory in this
corner of Malaysia.
With a construction completion timeframe of the
third-quarter of 2017, the Local Church Executive
Committee (LCEC) at the end of last year put in
place a Transition Task Force (TTF) to oversee the
physical, mental and spiritual processes of our taking
over the new building and seeing to the usage of the
enlarged Church that includes the original Church
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Hall, the A-frame Sanctuary and Loggia and the
Parsonage.
The TTF headed by Chuah Ewe Teik and Ng Keng
Meng has been given the mandate of:
a) Preparing and readying the new building and its
Church Sanctuary for a building dedication service
that will take place after the building has received
its Certificate of Completion and Compliance
(CCC) by the relevant authorities;
b) Working with the various Church ministries and
organisations and coordinating the process of
physically relocating to the new building; and
c) Recommending to the LCEC ways in which TMC
PJ can effectively utilise the new facility to
achieve her long-term growth plans with a highlevel of efficiency, productivity, connectivity and
cost-effectiveness.
Currently, the TTF is consulting and working with the
various ministries and organisations to identify their
respective needs and requirements.
In recommending ways that the entire building
complex can be effectively and efficiently used in a
cost-efficient manner, the TTF will initially focus on:

a) Working closely with the Worship and Music
Committee to ensure the efficient use of the new
Sanctuary;
b) Working closely with the Property Committee and
Church Administration to look into the
maintenance and upkeep of the new building
and
her
machineries
and
equipment,
landscaping, car-park and signages;
c) Optimally allocating space among the various
ministries and organisations;
d) Working with the Church Administration to look
into the administration and management of the
new building, determining human resource needs
and realigning functions and responsibilities;
e) Examining ways of managing and minimising
overhead costs so that the Church’s outreach
work will continue to grow;
f) Looking into safety and security plans, not only for
the Church complex and the assets therein, but
also the safety and security of the Kindergarten
students and teachers as well as members and
staff of TMC PJ;
g) Looking into the IT and communication needs to
support the enlarged building;
h) Looking into the growing needs of the Chinese
Ministry to ensure it is adequately supported for
growth and future expansion; and
i) Looking into the needs and requirements of
the Kindergarten and the future use of the existing
Sanctuary.
To furnish and design the interior of the new building,
the LCEC on the advice of the Church Redevelopment
Project Committee headed by Paul LaI Chu at the
end of 2016 also appointed the Interior Design firm of
Goldreeds Associates Sdn Bhd (GASB) to provide its
service on a design-and-build basis.

GASB is run by Jin Ing, a multi-talented Christian
who worships in a Chinese-speaking church and
who also undertook the interior design work for the
Council of Churches Malaysia (CCM) building along
Jalan Universiti as well as the Kapar Chinese Church
in Klang.
Currently, GASB has prepared its second ID concept
for the Church to consider and will undertake the
supply and installation work once the new building
has received its Certificate of Practical Completion
or CPC, which is usually three months before CCC is
obtained.
In conclusion, the year 2017 looks set to be another
important milestone in the history of TMC PJ, as
when the new building is completed, furnished and
occupied, the Church can be set to further grow her
ministry and outreach work.
After all, Jesus Christ, the head of TMC PJ, said in Luke
12:48: “From everyone who has been given much,
much will be demanded; and from the one who has
been entrusted with much, much more will be asked.”
The new building is not just a physical structure. It is
OUR CHURCH, designed to serve and glorify God in
the community we live in.
As we move forward, let us always remember that we
are the body of Christ, belonging to the family of God
and entrusted with a specific mission to serve God
and be the salt of the earth and the light of the world.
Let us therefore, remain united, steadfast and
committed in undertaking this mission for His glory.
TO GOD BE THE GLORY!

Some interior design renderings of what the new
building may shape up to be like.
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耶稣基督是谁（二）
(歌罗西书一章15～20节）
陆永祥
在上一期的文章中，我们从歌罗西书一章15至16节看见耶
稣基督是造天地万物的主宰。本期我们继续探讨耶稣基督
的第二个身份。

“他在万有之先，万有也靠他而立。他也是教会
全体之首。他是元始，是从死里首先复生的，使
他可以在凡事上居首位” (西一17～18）
耶稣基督是宇宙和教会的元首
耶稣基督第二个重要的身份就是宇宙和教会的元首。保罗
在第17节延续第15节和第16节的教导，并在短短的两个分
句内简单直接地说明耶稣基督的先存性和祂宇宙性的重要
位置。
第17节的关键词“之先”的原文“pro”的意思也可以是“
之前”。因此，第17节的上半段也可以翻译为“祂在万有
之前”。这两种译法在语法上都正确。经文同时表达耶稣
基督不但在时间上是最优先的，而且祂的地位是超然的。
宇宙形成之前，基督已经存在，并且是宇宙的元首。
保罗更在这一节经文运用了一个非常重要的动词
“sunesteken”，这是个完成式动词，在中文和合本圣
经被翻译为“而立”，其原来的意思是指：东西被指示合
在一起。英文可以被译为“has stood together”或者
“have been held together”。
这个动词带出非常重要的神学意义，因为这表示宇宙所有
的物质，包括地球和人类都是被耶稣基督命令而形成的。

这不但再一次肯定耶
稣基督是造天地万物
的主宰，祂的地位更
是超越所有被造之物，因为祂是宇宙的元首！
我们继续看第18节。这一节的上半段直接了然地说明耶稣
基督是教会的元首，而下半段陈明祂成为教会元首的原因
– 因祂是从死里复活的，天父叫他从死里复活（罗十9）
，并且继续作万有的元首，掌管生死，权力至上（太二十
八18；启一17～18）。
在此，我们看见经文所带出的第二个神学原则：我们应当
顺服宇宙和教会的元首 – 耶稣基督，承认自己在这浩瀚
宇宙中是那么地卑微，应当降服在祂的权柄下，顺服祂的
领导。
以目前的局势来看，在马来西亚，基督徒或许会继续受到
更多的打压、被边缘化，甚至被逼迫。如果有一天，极端
分子或某些团体公然逼迫基督徒，如我们的邻国印尼，我
们能够怎样回应？或许现在我们都很容易的说顺服耶稣基
督为宇宙和教会的元首，但真正面对生命的危险时，我们
和教会的肢体是否可以确保不会放弃信仰？
信主多年的牧师传道们以及忠心服事的弟兄姐妹，大家是
否预备好面对将来或许会临到的逼迫？当有一天，刀锋架
在颈上时，但愿我们都能肯定地宣告我们依然宣告耶稣基
督是宇宙和教会的元首，我们唯一顺服敬拜的对象。（待
续）

Called home to eternal rest
”Jesus said, I am the resurrection and I am life.
Those who believe in me, even though they die
yet shall they live. And whoever lives and believes
in me shall never die. I am the Alpha and Omega,
the beginning and the end, the first and the last.
I died, and behold I am alive for evermore, and
I hold the key of hell and death. Because I live,
you shall live also.” - The Word of Grace – (UMH
pg. 871)
The following members of TMC PJ were called
home to eternal rest. Our condolences to their
family members.
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LOH MEI YING

TAN KIM TECK

Called home in
January, 2017

Called home in
February, 2017

grow | TESTIMONY

A new year reflection
By Jessie Chiew

As creatures of habit,
we attend the first
worship service on
Sundays and often
end up sitting in
or near the usual
place.
When the new year
of 2017 dawned,
we were ‘called’ to
attend the 11.00
a.m. service instead. All things happen for the good
for those who love God. He came through to talk to
me through the lyrics of a contemporary praise song
which shook me up to reflect on what I was and am
now becoming:
All that I am, all that I have
I lay them down before You, O Lord . . .
Before I knew God, I was at the centre of my
being – utterly self-centred and basking in my own
accomplishments. ‘Humility’ did not feature in my
vocabulary then:
All my regrets, all my acclaim,
The joy and the pain
I’m making them yours . . .
Even though I did not know Him, God’s hand had
been perpetually outstretched to me. God had held
me close to His heart awaiting me to turn around to
accept Him and draw Him into my life:
Things of the past, things yet unseen,
Wishes and dreams that are yet to come true
All of my hopes, all of my plans,
My heart and my hands are lifted to You . . .
Becoming a Christian means to become a new
creation in Christ, to be born again by believing in
Jesus. With God’s grace and forgiveness, I can move
beyond my past mistakes to live in the present. Freed
from the past, I have hope for the future – surrendering
to God with all my heart, relying fully on Him to lead
and guide me and to enable me to press on toward
the goal of becoming Christ-like.

Knowing God, leaning
on Him and trusting
Him
has
added
vibrancy
and
a
rightful purpose to my
life. I am no longer on
my own. I am a child
of God. He stays with
me to light my way.
He watches over me
without slumbering. He
stays with me through
the highs and lows of my life enabling me to respond
to Him worshipfully and in complete surrender.
Lord, I offer my life to You,
everything I’ve been through,
use it for Your glory.
Lord, I offer my days to You,
lifting my praise to You
as a living sacrifice,
Lord, I offer You my life.
My loving Father has blessed me with the ability to
live as someone who has received His complete
forgiveness and a restored relationship with Him.
Apart from Him, I have no life. Cut off from Him, I
cannot thrive on my own.
Many, O Lord, are the wonders You have done. You
drew me up from the slimy pits of my life to set my feet
firmly on a rock to give me a firm place to stand. You
came to restore and recreate what was broken into
Your new creation. You came to give me a new life.
You came to let me know that those who hope in You
will never grow weary. Your living breath blows on me
constantly to renew, refresh and restore me whenever
I falter.
Knowing God is what matters most in life. Nothing
else comes close.
Having God in my life enables me to go out in joy
and be led forth in peace, trusting in His promises
and reinforced with His strength.

CLARION 2017 Issue 1

21

connect | CHURCH ACTIVITY

Study time
By Alice Koo follows Rev Dr Lim Kar Yong’s lessons
on the Book of Mark
The study on the book of Mark was conducted over
on 17th to 18th February, 2017 by the Rev Dr Lim Kar
Yong. He introduced the book of Mark by providing
an overview of the book segregated to two parts,
and slowly breaking down further by sections for
further focus. The two parts are :Part 1 – Jesus the One with authority i.e. as a teacher,
healer, miracle worker. It reflected Jesus’ public
ministry.
Part 2 – Jesus the Son of Man who must suffer, be
killed and rise again. It reflected Jesus’ personal
ministry, especially with His disciples.
Rev Dr Lim then segmented Mark by sections as
outlined below.

Jesus and His confl icts (Mark 1-3)
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)

Healing of a paralytic man
Having a meal in Matthew’s house
Question about fasting
Question about Sabbath
Healing of a man with shrivelled hand

Due to the public ministry of Jesus, the Pharisees
began to plot with the Herodian how they might
kill Jesus. From an early stage, the plot to kill Jesus
was initiated. Despite the many miracles that were
delivered by Jesus, He was not appreciated by the
community.
Reflection/learning: we do face disappointment/
challenges as we serve or follow Jesus. We need to
take it as what was faced by Jesus. We too will be
able to go through it as He will provide us with the
required strength and wisdom. Jesus is the Promised
Deliverer and Messiah, and He will see us through.

Jesus the storyteller (Mark 4)
The parables of Jesus : Parables of the Kingdom
a)
Parable of the sower
b)
Parable of growing seed
c)
Parable of the mustard seed
Through the parables, Jesus prepared His disciples to
spread the Good News to the Gentiles. He continues
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to provide encouragement to His disciples despite
discouragements in their service for the Kingdom
of God. We can continue to hold on that there are
plenty of seeds for harvest. Though people will not
listen, the proclamation will need to continue.
Reflection/learning: are we tired or discouraged that
we do not see the results of our action in sowing His
Word? If we do not continue to share, how can there
be harvest? We should continue to be found faithful
in sowing the Word of God.

Jesus and the Gentiles and outcast
(Mark 5, 7-8)
Review of incidences :a) Jesus calms the storm
b) Jesus heals a Gerasene demoniac
c) Jesus heals a sick woman
d) Jesus raises Jairus’ daughter
e) Jesus rejected in His hometown
In this section, Jesus crosses the boundaries of
ethic, ritual, gender and reaches out to the Gentiles
and outcast. He continues to perform miracles and
revealed Himself especially in the situation of the
wind and waves obeying Him.
Reflection/learning : We can trust Jesus that He can
do far more than what we have seen or heard. He had
demonstrated if we want to reach out to someone
it will be more than the physical need i.e. sharing
of the complete healing from sin which is offered by
Jesus. In addition, what story are we telling through
our lives? Are we honoring or dishonoring God? Are
we living it up and being enthusiastic to share the
Good News as the demoniac man?

Jesus and His disciples: ‘Who do you
say I am?’ (Mark 8-10)
In these chapters, it focuses on Jesus’ disciples and
ministry to prepare the disciples for the mission that
is ahead. Jesus spent more time with His disciples
knowing that his time is near.
Reflection/learning : we who are disciples of Jesus
have been following Him all these years, have we
allowed Him to work in us? Have our eyes opened

Youthful fervour
Jean Young on why she is serving in the
Sunday School Ministry
to look at what God wants
us to do? Let us be like
Bartimaeus, the blind man
who passionately followed
Him all the way.

Jesus and His
mission
(Mark 11-16)
In this last section, Mark
recorded the triumphal
entry and the mission of
Jesus for us. In addition,
discussed the denial of
Peter.
Reflection/learning : when
we ponder what Jesus
has done, what do we do
when Jesus asked us to tell
or share. Will we be willing
to be bold enough to share
through our words and
deeds? Or to run away
because of fear?
Through the study, Rev Dr
Lim throws the challenge
whether we would be able
to live up to His expectation,
being His living testimony
and continue to share
and sow the seeds of
the Gospel.
May God
give us the strength and
discernment to know what
we need to continue doing
and understand what He
wants us to be. The harvest
is plentiful yet the workers
are few.

It was a week after my SPM examinations, when one of the youth leaders
from MYF asked me one of the most commonly asked question. “What are
your future plans?”
That got me thinking,“What am I inspired to do and what makes me happy?”
Well here is a little backstory on the source of my inspiration. My mother
is a home tutor and having that in my own home gives me an insight on
what I can and should expect working with children in the education field. I
can confidently say I have grown to love and feel comfortable working with
children. Being their teacher inspires me more to take up that responsibility
on providing them with the right foundation of early education. With
that in mind, I knew I wanted to further my studies in children education.
My most accessible option was to serve in the Sunday school ministry.
Not only is it a place where I could glorify God but it would also enable me
to gain more experience. I could also learn more about the Gospel through
the eyes of young children. As time passes by, I could see that knowing and
understanding the Bible was as important as learning how to read or count
for young children.
As soon as I finished high school I was pumped up and ready to use my time in
my youth to work on my future plans and teaching skills.After being a member
of the church for a year, I could not wait any longer as I approached the
superintendent of Sunday school about my intention of serving. I wanted to
commit my time to God in return for all those years as a non-Christian.I knew my
life is rightfully belongs to God and I owe it to Him to make full use of
my abilities serving Him.
It has been a year of serving in the Sunday School Ministry and I do not
regret commitment. I cannot visualise a better way to serve our Lord and
Saviour. It is a way to express my gratitude towards Him. With His blessings
and gifts to me, I am able to help the children to know Him better. The joy of
learning about Jesus and His great work in our world and sharing it with the
children could not be any sweeter.

May we be the living
witness for our Lord and
God. All glory be to Him.
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The little ones
Jean Young speaks to parents who send
their children to Sunday School
Sunday school has been a norm in most Christian families and quite expected to play a big part as the right
introduction to the Bible and God. Here are some opinions from parents about their children attending Sunday
school and their personal testimonies on how Sunday school has impacted their children’s life as well as their
own relationship with God.
Conversations with Torina Juliana, Michael Lim’s mother (from level 1)

Why did you start sending Michael to Sunday
school?
As a parent, I want my children to know God and learn to praise and
worship God, together with other children and also to know that they have
God’s amazing love.

Could you share a little on your ex perience with
Michael in Sunday school?
One of the memorable experiences I witnessed was my son knowing
how to thank and praise the Lord. For example, He has fishes and when
the fishes had children, Michael spoke out loud, saying “Thank you, Lord,
you are really amazing, amazing!” Every time, when he wants to take his
meal he would always pray by himself and tell us parents to pray before
eating. At home sometimes he would tell us about the Bible stories he
had learnt. He prays even when he gets sad.

Conversations with Jocelyn Ding, Juliet’s mother
(from level 6)

Why did you start sending Juliet to Sunday
school?
I grew up in TMC PJ attending Sunday school, so naturally
this is what my children should do as well.

Could you share a little on your ex perience
with Juliet in Sunday school?
I have not followed my children’s Sunday school journey
as they attend school in a private learning centre which
is Christian based. Quite a number of subjects incorporate
the Bible and God in them. They do daily devotion and
are tested on memory every quarter. I know they excel in
Sunday school from the feedback I got from the teachers.
They know the Bible better than me! Nevertheless, I see
Sunday school as a place for them to grow their faith and
perhaps learn more than what they experience in school.
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Conversations with Lim Pui Kheng, Matthew’s
mother (from level 5)

Why did you start sending Matthew
to Sunday school?
Matthew attended church since he was a toddler,
playing in the “cry room” with other children and
amusing the parents who were all trying their best
to take in the message being shared by the Pastor.
When he arrived at an age when he was ready for
Sunday school, it was a natural progression for us to
have him inducted into formal Bible education classes. We started and continue to send Matthew to Sunday
school as we believe the lessons based on His Word that Matthew partakes in during Sunday school will provide
him with a fundamental grounding of morals and values as he walks down the challenging path of life. God,
through His Word, will give Matthew clear directions for each day.

Could you share a little on your ex perience with Matthew in Sunday school?
Whether Matthew is fully aware of the impact of God’s Word or is subconsciously applying His Word in his
everyday life, we witness him living by God’s Word.
Matthew was a victim of bullying in school last year. He came home from school one day with shoe prints on his
white shirt. We asked him who did that to him. He initially did not want to reveal the name of the bully but after
some coaxing, he disclosed the name to us. As parents, we were naturally upset that our child is subjected to
such abuse by his peers in a place which is supposed to teach good moral values and provide children with
a conducive and safe place to learn. Especially upsetting is the fact that we know the parents of the bully and
the type of home he comes from. Why is it that other parents are not teaching their child right from wrong? Why
is it that other children are not rooted and grounded in love?
My husband and I spoke to Matthew about the bullying. We wanted Matthew to speak up and report the
incident to his class teacher. Let justice be done: an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth, so to speak (though not
meant literally!). Matthew did not seem all too upset and had put the incident behind him. He said he did not
have the heart to retaliate when he was kicked. “I cannot say bad things to him”, said Matthew. Knowing that
we were finding it difficult to come to terms with the incident, he gave us a gem of an advice: We should not
harbour any anger towards the boy who bullied him. God says to love our enemies and to forgive.
We were reminded of a line from The Lord’s Prayer: “Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us”. It is indeed through His Word and living by His Word that Matthew has learnt the spirit of being kind
to one another, being tenderhearted and forgiving one another, just like God forgave us. We believe Matthew
has also drawn strength and courage to face adversities from the teachings of God’s Word.
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Leading youth to everlasting joy
Tan Hzu Lin write about plans for MYF for the year

On 2nd December 2016, the Methodist Youth
Fellowship (MYF) had a retreat for the cell group
(CG) leaders and counsellors at Frasers’ Hill. It was
a time of fellowship and planning for MYF 2017.
I had a wonderful time where I enjoyed the fresh air,
serenity, and the beauty of God’s creation. During our
stay of three days and two nights at the Methodist
House, I thanked God for the two lovely caretakers

who tended to our needs. As soon as we arrived, we
unpacked, had our meals, and we were all gathered
in the cozy living room, lying at the end of the
long hallway. As we had spare time, we opened our
Bibles and had a short time of sharing on the Word of
God. One particular passage which I remembered
was 1 Peter 5:1-7. It clearly awakened me that while
we are in our service to Christ as leaders in the MYF,

My first MYF retreat

We arrived after a two-hour journey. The Methodist
House was located at a corner of the hill and had
a magnificent view. The rural area was filled with
tranquility and cool air that was clean and refreshing
compare to the polluted air back in the city.

By Timothy Tuan
I attended the MYF annual retreat on 2nd of
December 2016. For me, it was a chance for a new
encounter with God, with other people, with ourselves
and to withdraw from the everyday hustle and bustle
of the city.
At that time, I was not a part of the MYF committee
yet but Uncle Wong Choong Meng had graciously
invited me to join this retreat. Hesitantly, I accepted
the offer. I did not know a lot of people and was
worried that I would not get along with everyone.
However, I knew that this retreat would be a good
opportunity to find myself, have a closer relationship
with God and to prepare myself in helping out with
the MYF in 2017.
My dad sent me to the LRT station on the 2nd
December morning. When I arrived at Taman Jaya,
I called for an Uber to the church. I was about half an
hour early and the first to arrive. I waited anxiously for
everyone and eventually, others arrived. With three
cars, we finally left for the Methodist House in Fraser’s
Hill.
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We were all starving and proceeded to have lunch
first before unpacking our luggage. The lunch
cooked by the caretakers was delightful and many
of us unashamedly had second helpings. Later on,
rooms were assigned, luggage unpacked and we
explored the cozy and dozy bungalow. After a short
rest, we had our first activity of the day which was
worship and prayer followed by tea that had superb
scones baked by the caretakers. At that time, The Rev
Ting Moy Hong, our MYF president, Tan Hzu Shing and
Deborah Goh arrived.
In the evening, we left the bungalow for a short
walk to see what was in the nearby town. The walk
was peaceful and relaxing and we later returned
for dinner. During the night, we had discussions
regarding the MYF and concluded the session with
a prayer and supper.
The next day, we did our devotion and had our
breakfast in silence which was followed by worship,
a continued discussion from the previous night and

we have to do it out of a willing heart, not being
domineering but being good examples, filled with
humility. The first day ended with our basic routines,
short sharing, and a brisk walk to town, and games
which added much laughter to our day.
On the second day, we had a session led by Aunty
Yap Jen Mei, in which we were asked to envision the
goals that we would want our CG to achieve and the
attributes of leaders. In the morning and afternoon,
we had discussions on various areas about MYF,
trying our best to address situations that MYF
is facing. Among them are ways of arranging
the worship and ushering team, efforts to further
enlighten the ambience in the Sekolah Kebangsaan
Methodist (MPS) hall to encourage MYF-ers to attend
MYF etc. Though there were slight disagreements, we
were all glad that we ended our day by kneeling
together, humbling ourselves as one body in Christ,
acknowledging our Father in Heaven, asking Him
for wisdom and guidance to lead us in MYF 2017.
Proverbs 3:5-7.

end of the three days, I learned that in whatever
situations, it is FUTILE to discuss it from our own
human perspective or on our own opinions.
We will go nowhere on our own, but the Word of
God offers solution to all our problems. Prayer is
the heartbeat of our ministry. Many would think
that prayer and reading the Bible is the text-book
answer which many Christians would give while
facing predicaments. However, without it, it would
be just another gathering, which offers No Hope
to the lost in the world in which we live. Drawing from
Amos 3:3 do two walk together unless they agree to
do so?; will MYF ever grow if we are not in agreement?
MYF is not about being vibrant and energetic, but
about imparting the Word of God which brings life
and everlasting joy.

On our last day, we had also allotted time to discuss
a few areas, such as outreaching, Girls’ Brigade
(GB), Boys’ Brigade (BB), 18-UP Small Group even
Bible Knowledge where we would greatly encourage
MYF-ers to take it up as a school subject. At the

a CG breakout. During this time, Auntie Annie Yong,
Boon Wee and Esther arrived at the bungalow to join
us for the day.

and bible. We later on, had a Vesper session with
Christopher Sam. We then had supper and some
board games.

It was finally lunch time and the caretakers had
prepared a scrumptious pork chop to which until
today I still miss the dish. After lunch, Auntie Jen Mei
discussed the roles and objectives of cell groups
and youth fellowship followed by an eventful and
memorable nature walk led by Pastor Ting who
turned out to be a bird expert and has the talent to
mimic birds tweeting.

The next day, after our devotion and breakfast, we
concluded the retreat with worship and a short sermon
by Pastor Ting. After lunch we returned to KL. Although
it was only about two days excluding the journey
to and fro, it was nevertheless an eventful and
memorable one. There was not any tiny bit of regret
in joining this retreat and I had learnt so much and
got to know the MYF committee better throughout
the stay. I thank God for this opportunity and am
glad I took it. If time and our Heavenly Father permits
it, I look forward to joining the next one!

During the night, we played games organised by
Deborah, Hzu Lin and Khong Zhi-Wei that required
team work and knowledge of the worship songs
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Mingle and jingle with us
Low Yang Cheng reports on our Christmas Open House 2016

We celebrated Christmas 2016 differently from other years by inviting our our
neighbours, friends and families to our Christmas Open House. A taskforce was set
up. We praise the LORD and things started to get on very quickly. The excitement
started within the taskforce as this was something new to the Church: “we are
opening our doors to our immediate neighbours around the Church and this also
gives an opportunity for the community of faith to invite our neighbours to the
Church”.
The goal of this Christmas Open House as specified by our Pastor,The Rev Ting Moy
Hong:“To cultivate neighbourliness as we connect with them so that they will
not be strangers in our church”.
The whole Church participated in this celebration. On 10th December 2016, 72 of
us we went out in groups of threes and fours to personally invite our neighbours
in Section 5 to Trinity Methodist Church Petaling Jaya (TMC PJ) Christmas Open
House. We praised and thanked God for the beautiful weather that afternoon.
It rained the whole morning and noon but stopped at 4pm and we went out
after prayer. It cool and the air was so fresh. Did we encounter any hostilities and
difficulties? No! The only hostility we faced were the dogs that kept barking at us.
Our neighbours were very friendly and accepted our invitation cards. Of course
we had some who accepted the invitation cards but said they would not be able
to come. We covered almost the whole of Section 5 in about two hours and we
gathered back in church at about 6pm. The moment the last batch of people
came back, the sky opened and down came the rain. Praise the LORD!
Lots of preparations went to the organisation of this grand event. Food was catered,
canopies were erected and tables and chairs were rented. The most important
task was to obtaining funds for the event. We praise and thank the LORD for HIS
providence. At the last Local Church Executive Committees (LCEC) meeting of the
year, the committee allotted us the much needed fund.
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We thank and praise the LORD, we had people volunteers
for security, master of ceremony (mc) and the choir to sing
the Christmas carols.
At first we planned the venue to be in our Church grounds
but our Pastor had greater insight to have the event
at the Sekolah Kebangsaan Methodist (MPS) field. The
headmistress and the school staff were very cooperative.
Three days before Christmas, our church workers and
volunteers went to clean up the canteen area but the
school field was all prepared for our use. Our sister Theresa
Tan, sister Mary Morgan with the help of our young people
decorated the venue.
After the Church service on Christmas day, the congregation
and our guests came together to make 2016 Christmas
a memorable celebration. In total, we had 800 people
including our guests. The singing of the carols in English
and Mandarin was so lovely that I believe many who were
at this grand event kept the sweet memory.
We thank our GOD who has made all this possible.
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Our sisters from foreign lands...
Home Helpers Ministry’s Eve Wong shares her experience
Objective of the Home Helpers
Ministry
The Home Helpers Ministry (HHM) strives to serve
the needs of the domestic helpers by reaching
out to them through the Gospel of Jesus Christ in
a safe and caring environment. The group meets
every Sunday at 8.30 to 9.45 am at the Oasis. The
HHM is managed by the Methodist Women of TMC
PJ with the aim of creating a place where people
can meet Christ through His Word, grow in faith, love
each other and develop a heart that encourages
others to do the same.

Home Helpers Ministry sessions
In HHM, activities are flexible, and teachers are
free to choose their lesson plans from the study
workbook incorporating these activities:
•
Worship and praise
•
Bible reading
•
Prayer
•
Learning English and Bahasa Malaysia songs
•
Conversational English
Once a year, the home helpers are given a chance
to present a song in the Sanctuary. The ladies very
much look forward to this as they love to sing during
the Church service. This can be a challenge due to
the lack of musical instruments for rehearsal as well
as the different languages spoken by the ladies. With
God’s grace, perseverance, and commitment from
everyone involved, the presentation in December
2016 went quite well.
The home helpers usually come from impoverished
backgrounds and are the primary financial support
of their families. Being so far from home in a strange
environment, and away from friends and family,
can cause homesickness, loneliness and even
depression. Some do not have off days, making this
fellowship time with some friends from their home
countries even more important.
This safe and caring environment can provide
some spiritual and emotional relief. The ladies are
reminded that God loves us all, irrespective of who
we are. Sometimes they have prayer requests for
their loved ones from their own countries and we
would pray with them. The peace and relief after
the sessions can be seen on their faces as they feel
their burdens lifted, for however short a time. As the
scripture says, “When a foreigner resides among
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you in your land, do not mistreat them. The foreigner
residing among you must be treated as your nativeborn. Love them as yourself, for you were foreigners in
Egypt. I am the LORD your God.” Leviticus 19:33-34.
“For I was hungry and you gave me something to
eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to
drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 I
needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and
you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to
visit me.” Matthew 25:35-36.
“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did
for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of
mine, you did for me.” Matthew 25:40.

My participation in HHM
My involvement started when my previous domestic
helper, Fina, started attending the weekly services.
Fina looked forward to the weekly sessions as she did
not go out on her own and this gave her a chance
to have fellowship with her friends from Indonesia. I
was approached to help out for a month as there
was a lack of volunteers. I was initially reluctant
because I was not confident with Bahasa Malaysia.
I would have to teach in both English and Bahasa
Malaysia as there were other home helpers from
the Philippines, Myanmar, Cambodia as well as
Indonesia.
Realising that I had to step up and do my part,
I prepared myself for the task. I prayed to God for
the ability, wisdom and confidence to teach in
both languages. God will give you the wisdom to
overcome any challenges if you depend on and
seek His assistance.
I started out by doing the lessons in English and
requesting the assistance of a friend to translate the
lessons to Bahasa Malaysia. I was later introduced
to the Google translate function. Translating the
lessons was a cinch and actually was fun! I could
now translate the lessons to the Khmer language.
I also learnt to download Christian songs in various
languages from YouTube for our singing sessions.

I noticed most of the home helpers from the
Philippines are easy to teach as they are quite fluent
in English while the home helpers from Indonesia
do not know English and we have teach them in
English and Bahasa Malaysia. The Cambodian and
Myanmar home helpers are the most difficult to
teach as their English is either non-existent or very
limited. Communication with them is sometimes
an issue, but they are the quickest to learn
conversational English, as that is the only common
language between them and the teachers.
I enjoyed the sessions so much that I stayed on
another month to assist the next teacher. I never
thought that something I dreaded so much would
become one of the highlights of my week. I have
now been involved with HHM since 2013. God saw
what I needed and showed me the way.
Please consider sending your domestic helpers to
the HHM on Sunday. They need the relationship and
fellowship to meet friends from their own countries
and to hear the Word of God. I feel blessed to
have the time and patience to serve in the HHM,
to make their life a little easier in a foreign country,
where they can meet with friends from their own
country. The fellowship in HHM can refresh them
mentally, emotionally and spiritually. It’s a two-way
communication as the teachers also benefit from
the sharing. It is a joy to teach in HHM and to witness
their love for God growing stronger while their English
skills improve.
Join us and
experience
the joy of
sharing God’s
Word for
yourself.
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MSF diary

November & December 2016
By Loh Yoon Heng and Anne Wong
15th Nov 2016 - Worship and Birthday Celebrations

Attendance: 28

Worship leader : Sheila Vadiveloo
Speaker
: The Rev Buell Abraham
Scripture
: Isaiah 52:13-52:12
Topic
: Do We Experience Jesus As Our Redeemer?
Message
: Jesus Christ giving Himself as a servant, a Saviour and a sufferer for forgiveness of our sins.
Points of focus : Praise God, Exalt God, Honour God
Remember
: We are servants of God. As servant leaders we are motivated first to serve and then to lead.
		 The message ended with the question: Is Jesus Christ your Saviour?

The Rev Buell Abraham delivers

MSF President Patrick Chen presents

his message

a love gift to The Rev Buell Abraham

6th Dec 2016 - Worship and Birthday Celebrations and Appreciation Day
Worship leader : Dr Lee Soo Seong

Dr Lee Soo Seong
worship leader

Datin Ng Sook Ming taking a selfie?

Patrick, Susan, Leok Teok, Tina,
Catherine and Mary

Birthday man and ladies receiving presents

Patrick Chen
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Susan San

Tan Leok Teok

Catherine Sung

Tina Kamalandran

Datin Mary Loh

Joyously singing

Appreciation gifts to our dedicated volunteers...

Madeleine Kam
line dancing

Wong Yong Moi
line dancing

Chan Yoke Heng &
Joyce Tay
sit down exercises

Maureen Szetho
choir director

Michael Ang
guitar & ukulele

Dr. Poon Siew Kein
Bible study

Chew Paik Yeng &
Annie Len
singing

Jackie Tong
music

Lim Cho See
helper

Debbie Toh
helper

Appreciation and thanks go to Victor and Patsy Oorjitham for leading Bible studies, Herman Tan for teaching
guitar and William Ong for registration of members’ attendance at each meeting.

Appreciation gifts to our generous sponsors and Pastor

Peter Chen

Alice Ooi

Catherine Sung

Lee Hong Lean

The Rev Buell Abraham
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Committee Members (2015-2016) were surprised to receive appreciation gifts too

Peter Fung - Past
President
Patrick Chen - President

Anne Wong
Hon, Sec.

Edward Kok
Hon, Treasurer.

Sheila Vadiveloo
Coordinator - Spiritual
Life

Betty Lee
Coordinator - Social
Concerns

Loh Yoon Heng
Coordinator - Social
Concerns

Susan San
Coordinator - Music

Vera Chen
Coordinator Programmes

Dr Lee Soo Seong
Internal Auditor

Francis Choo
Internal Auditor

Absent at the presentation : Peggy Yeo (Coordinator-Fellowship) busy collecting her orders for lunch
Datin Ng Sook Ming (Vice-President) who was admitted to the University Hospital

11th Dec 2016 Christmas lunch at Golden Jade Restaurant

Members performing praise dance

The singing group
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Attendance: 160

DUMC & TMC members entertaining
with songs

Guests from DUMC

Happy smiling faces – winners of lucky draw

12th Dec 2016 Sit down exercises
Sheila Vadiveloo presented prizes for best attendance

Pot bless lunch to close the year
Yap Yun Kin

Lee Hong Lean

Shirley Khoo

13th Dec 2016 Christmas Carolling
A word of thanks and appreciation to all the carollers comprising the musicians who provided the music
and prayer, the singers, and Peter Yap of Cherry Cake House who generously provided the goodies.The
events were merry, cheerful, heart-warming and meaningful to those we visited, in celebrating the birth
of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. We presented a small donation and goodies to Suria Nursing Home.
We presented goodies to the people we visited. They are Mary Kam, Samuel Kam, Datuk and Datin Tan Boon
Lin, Shirley Khoo and Chiam Tah Wen.

Mary Kam

Samuel Kam

Datuk and Datin Tan Boon Lin

Shirley Khoo

Our praise and thanks to our Lord God for blessing our vibrant caring community.
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Vacation Bible School 2016 (VBS)
by Juan Morgan

Motto : Jesus Sees, Jesus Knows, Jesus Saves
Psalm 139:23-24 “God, You know everything about me.
Help me do what is Right” (paraphrased)

December, the month of holidays for most of the
schools in Malaysia, was a time filled with many
activities for our children - family vacations, visiting
folks in our kampung, holiday classes and probably
lots more! TMC PJ had its own programmes for
children like the Boys’ Brigade (BB) and Girls’ Brigade
(GB) camps, Christmas carolling and then of course,
Vacation Bible School (VBS).
VBS-2016, themed ‘SUBMERGED – Finding Truth Below
the Surface’, was held on the 14th – 16th December
from 9am- 5pm. Organised by our Sunday School,
the search for the right programme started many
months prior to the VBS, faithfully headed by Lyn Ong.
The three-day program was activitiy-filled and drove
home the main message of the VBS. It also enabled
us to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ as part of its
biblical content and for the children to discover how
Jesus sees, Jesus knows, Jesus saves, in a creative
under-the-sea setting (submerged in God’s Word).
Besides the Bible stories and learning activity stations,
the other stations included Missions, Art and Craft,
Recreation, Music; not forgetting the meals.
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Indeed any activity of ministering to children had
to be through the work of the Holy Spirit. We were
blessed with the faithful participation of the youth
crew leaders and teachers, praying and ministering
together.
The VBS-2016 Missions Project was on the Sabah
Migrant Children’s Ministry, more specifically, the
Hope Learning Centre in Kota Kinabalu, Sabah.
Children were exposed to this ministry through video
clips and were encouraged to play their part to raise
funds (through their own “submarine-piggy banks”
collections, crafts etc) for this Missions Project.
We praise God for all the children He brought to VBS2016 for His sovereign purpose and for the workers
He provided – both youth leaders and adults.
To Him be all honour
and glory!

connect | CHURCH ACTIVITY

TMC PJ birthday celebration
with our members aged 80 years and above
JANUARY

1

2
3

5

6

8

7

9

4

1

Lee Soo Seong

2

Nga Nguk Su

3

Theresa See (Mrs Mui)

4

Loh Mei Lan

5

Vivian Oh (Mrs Chong)

6

Tan Kim Choo

7

Annie Chin Sew Eng

8

Kay Khoo Kin Tee

9

Viola Gong

FEBRUARY

1

Patsy Addington (Mrs Oorjitham)

2

Pansy Jeyamany Ponnudurai

3

Ruth Jeyasekara

4

Amy Ooi Choo Meng

5

Cheong Min Choy

6

Max Lee Meow Lock

7

Khoo Hooi Lan

8

Yvonne Lau Yoke Heng
(in wheelchair)

9

Andrew Chong

6

5

1

2

3

4

9

7

8

MARCH
2
1

9
3

4

5

6

7

8

10

1

Wong Yong Moi

2

Wong Chau Yin

3

Hope Thavaraj

4

Lim Ewe Seng

5

Kong Poh Kuan

6

Susan Yong

7

Christina Chin

8

Yong Phui Fong

9

Yap Moy Kin

10

Emily Won

g Poi Gee

Annie Len
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Everyone a Disciple of Jesus
Matthew 28 : 19-20

Christ

