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Introduction 
 “WIIFM” means?  
Advertisement by Sir Ernest Shackleton, “Men Wanted: For hazardous journey, small wages, bitter 
cold, long months of complete darkness, constant danger, safe return doubtful, honour and recognition 
in case of success.”  
Invitation, “Witnesses of Christ, are you ready?” 
 
I) Overview of Matthew 10 
A. Jesus calls his Disciples (Matthew 10:1-4) 
They were called from their comfort zone.  
They were called to Jesus.  
They were sent by him into their “discomfort zone.” Jesus authorised them.  
 
B. Jesus sent out his disciples (Matthew 10:5-15) 
Jesus’ instructions to his disciples: 
1) They will have authority to perform great miracles (vv 7-8);  
2) Their day to day needs will be taken care of by those whom they will be ministering to (vv 9-11); 
3) If they are not welcomed, they are to just move on (vv 12-15) 
 
C. Be Ready for Persecution! (Matthew 10:16-39) 
Matthew gave a compilation of Jesus’ teachings with regards persecution.  
Jesus is telling them, “Expect persecution, but do not be afraid!”  
 
II) Be Ready for Persecution! (Matthew 10:16-23) 
Jesus said, ‘Here is my task for you – at its grimmest and at its worst – do you accept it?’” (Barclay, 
Commentary on Matthew).  
The world offers comfort but Jesus is offering his witnesses hardship and death.  
What awaits the witnesses of Christ? 
 
A. Jesus first described them as sheep.  
They will have to get out of the sheep pen to “dance with the wolves”!  
They have to be as wise as serpents and innocent as doves.   
“Now the wisdom of the one and the harmlessness of the other are very desirable to be combined in 
the Christian character; because it is by such an union only that the Christian will be enabled to cope 
successfully with his more powerful enemies” (Charles Simeon, Horae Homileticae: Matthew, Vol. 
11). Wiersbe, “They have to be tough-minded but tender-hearted.” 
 
B. What are the “wolves” the witnesses will be facing? 
   1) The “religious authorities” (v.17) 



They will be speaking about Jesus…  
“This Jesus …This Jesus whom you crucified God has made him both Lord and Christ.”  
“Repent therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be blotted out…” 
 
  2) The “secular authorities” (v.18) 
They will have to give an account for their actions that supposedly threatened the peace and harmony 
of the nation. This will be an opportunity for them to testify for Jesus before governors and kings. 
Jesus however assured them that the Holy Spirit will give them the words to speak to the authorities 
(vv19-20). As an example we note how Paul testified before King Agrippa.  
 
   3) Their own family (v. 21) 
This is the most heart-wrenching part for the witnesses of Christ.  
In verses 34-37, the Lord will further elaborate about the sword that had come upon the family.  
“This is a difficult teaching, to say the least, but it underscores the reality that the primary allegiance 
of disciples must be to Jesus and to their new family of fellow disciples, not to their natural families.” 
(David Turner, Matthew Commentary).  
 
   4) The “All” (v.22)  
Groups of people will oppose. Example 
a. When Paul was preaching in Lystra. (Acts 14) 
b. Paul’s witness in Ephesus. (Acts 19) 
Consider the statement by the CEO of Centre for Human Rights Research and Advocacy (Centhra), 
Azril Mohd Amin.  
 
   5) The persecutors (v.23)  
Paul fled from Iconium to Lystra (Acts 14)  
 
Thought: The Apostles faced their wolves. How did they die?  
Question: With what words do we challenge people to come to faith in Christ today? Do we “soft sell” 
the Gospel?  
Consider those witnesses in India, China and the Muslim world. They are ready to suffer for Christ! 
 
III) However Do Not Be Afraid of Persecution. Why? 
A) The Master too had been maligned (vv 24-25)             
Beelzebul means “Lord of the flies” or “Lord of the dung.” This name was used by the Jews as an 
epithet for Satan.  In Matthew 12:22-24, Jesus was accused of being in league with Beelzebul.  
 
B. Have no fear of men (vv 26-27) 
Jesus is referring to an eschatological reversal, things covered will be uncovered on judgment day! 
Ultimately truth will triumph!  
Therefore the disciples must not fear but must proclaim openly what Jesus teaches them privately. 
 
C. Instead, Fear God the Eschatological Judge (vv 28-31) 
1. The persecutors can only kill the body but they cannot destroy the soul.  



Thus, “the temporary peril of persecution and martyrdom is daunting, but it pales in comparison with 
eternal punishment in hell.”  
 
2. God cares for his witnesses who are being persecuted. Consider how he cared for little things 
a. The sparrows 
b. The hair on our heads. 
Nothing escapes the “… eyes of the LORD (that) range throughout the earth to strengthen those whose 
hearts are fully committed to him…” (2 Chr 16:9) 
 
Summary:  
The witnesses of Christ must be ready for persecution. It is a reality they cannot escape. However they 
must take courage. The Lord’s assurance to them is: 
1. He himself has experienced it. 
2. Come judgment day, the truth will be revealed. The evil deeds of the persecutors will be revealed. 
3. Only fear God. Why? 
   a) He alone can condemn one’s soul in hell. 
   b) He cares for his witnesses. 
 
IV. Be Ready to Make Your Stand 
The witnesses of Christ are encouraged by the Lord to be bold in the midst of persecution. They have 
to make their stand. 
1. The positive thing they must keep doing is to acknowledge Jesus as their Lord and Saviour. 
2. The negative thing they must not do is to deny Jesus as their Lord and Saviour. 
3. They have to carry their cross, that is, they have to be ready to face persecution and suffering. 
4. They have to be ready to die for Jesus.  
 
Conclusion 
This is what the Lord expects of his witnesses – ready for persecution.  
How are we calling people today to join Jesus’ mission?  
Have we been calling people to “comfort” and “prosperity” thus inviting people to seek an easy 
Christian life?  
Dare we call our people to suffering and death? WIIFM?  
What did Jesus promise his disciples? 
 
Witnesses of Christ, are you ready?  
 
Let us remember to pray for those who are persecuted for their faith.  
Get in touch with organizations like Open Doors or Voice of the Martyrs. 
Participate in events like IDOP where we remember the persecuted church.  
Read devotion like this one – “Extreme Devotion” – as we read the stories of those who sacrificed for 
Christ. 
 
Witnesses of Christ, let us get ready for the day of persecution.  
 


