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Introduction 
Last week Pr Ting took us through Romans Chap 1:1-17, as she 
touched on the topic, “Servant of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.” As 
we think about the Gospel we are reminded about the Good 
News. We want to note verse 16 in which Paul gave us his 
position about the Gospel, “16 For I am not ashamed of the 
Gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who 
believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.” 
 
The Gospel, the Good News, is about Jesus and Jesus is God’s 
power for salvation. Paul knew about the power of the Gospel, 
for he himself has experienced it. From one who persecuted the 
believers of Christ, from one who was against the Gospel, Paul 
was saved and transformed to become a proclaimer of Christ 
and of the Gospel. His whole life and mission was changed. This 
was the impact of the Good News as was shared by Pr Ting the 
last week.  
 
Today I will bring you the Bad News as we note Romans 1:18-
32. Why is this bad news? It is so because this segment has to 
do with God’s wrath or God’s judgment. I will try to explain the 
nature of God’s wrath in relation to God’s action of “giving up” on 
humanity as I seek to explain today’s topic, “God Never Gives 
Up On Us?” Please note the question mark!  
 

There are three times when we will read this phrase, “God gave 
them up in/to…” (vv 24,26 and 28). John Stott explained this 
phrase this way, “God abandons stubborn sinners to their wilful 
self-centeredness.” Eugene Peterson in his Message used these 
descriptions, “So God said, in effect, “If that’s what you want, 
that’s what you get.” And also, “God quit bothering them and let 
them run loose.” So God “handed them over”, “God delivered 
them to.”  
 
So as we wonder whether God will ever give up on humanity or 
abandon us, let us remember that God has given all of us a “will.” 
So if the will is bent towards self-centeredness, and God is 
wilfully displaced from one’s life, God will permit that person to 
have his/her own way. When this happened the ending will be a 
very sad and tragic one. The individual must be ready to face the 
music himself or herself. 
 
Surely, none of us want to experience God giving up on us or 
abandoning us. So let us look at what happened in Romans 1:18-
32 and see what Paul has to say. I will begin first by looking at … 
 
I) The Reason God’s Wrath is Revealed (v.18) 
18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all 
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their 
unrighteousness suppress the truth.  
 
1. Understanding God’s wrath. 
As we think about God’s wrath, interestingly, A.W. Pink in his 
book, “The Attributes of Go” said this, “A study of the 
concordance will show that there are more references in 



Scripture to the anger, fury, and wrath of God, than there are to 
His love and tenderness!” He also defines God’s wrath in this 
way, “The wrath of God is His eternal detestation of all 
unrighteousness. It is the displeasure and indignation of Divine 
equity against evil. It is the holiness of God stirred into activity 
against sin. It is the moving cause of that just sentence which He 
passes upon evil-doers….” 
 
Simply put, “Divine wrath is God’s righteous anger and 
punishment, provoked by sin.”  Robert L. Deffinbaugh  
 
2. God’s wrath is revealed from heaven. 
Here Paul is not making reference to the future, fiery wrath of 
God that will be revealed on the Day of the Lord. Instead, he is 
saying that God’s wrath is presently revealed; it is visible and 
evident when one pay attention to what has happened and is 
happening in the lives of the people. There is no denying that 
God has already poured his righteous wrath on them. 
 
3. Upon whom is God executing his wrath? 
Who are those whom God is executing his wrath? Paul said that 
it is “against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men.” So 
God’s wrath is upon all the ungodly and the unrighteous and they 
would refer to both “Gentiles as well as Jews.” Consider how they 
have fallen! It started with “ungodliness”. God is removed from 
their believe system! There is no fear of God! There is no awe of 
God! So when God is removed from their belief system, God’s 
righteous standard is also no longer governing their thoughts and 
actions. What is the outcome? Man’s own human standard rule! 
They decide what is righteous! However, in the eyes of God their 

righteousness is like filthy rags – unrighteousness through and 
through! They have all fallen short of God’s standard! We will 
look at this “fallen condition of man” a little more later. 
 
4. Why is God executing his wrath upon them?   
The big sin that they have committed is that they had “suppress 
the truth.” The word "suppress" literally means "to hold 
(something) down."  The picture we have is that of “a sailor who 
is determined to steer his boat against a current of water. To 
accomplish this, the sailor must "suppress" or hold back the 
natural flow of water by forcing the rudder to take the boat in the 
direction that he wants to go instead of the direction that the 
current wants to take him.”  
 
How did the people suppressed the truth? 
 
II) How the People Suppressed the Truth? (vv 19 – 23) 
Reading on from verses 19-23, we will see that the truth that they 
had suppressed is the truth pertaining God Himself. What did 
they do? 
 
1. They denied the existence of God. (vv 19- 20) 
19 For what can be known about God is plain to them, because 
God has shown it to them. 20 For his invisible attributes, namely, 
his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, 
ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been 
made. So they are without excuse.  
 
“Prove to me that God exists and I will believe.” This is the 
challenge when we attempt to share God with the agnostics. We 



are reminded of Ps 14:1 where the Psalmist said, “The fool says 
in his heart, “There is no God.””  
 
Paul here reasons that God is not the “Hidden God” or the 
“Unknown God.” He is the God who has chosen to reveal himself 
to his creatures – what can be known about God is plainly shown 
to them. He spoke about God’s “invisible attributes, namely, his 
eternal power and divine nature.”  
 
There are some points that can be raised to proof God’s 
existence. Here Paul raised the point that creation, all that God 
has created, they bear witness to God’s existence! As Psalm 
19:1 says it, “The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies 
proclaim the work of his hands.” A watch doesn’t just come into 
existence; there is a manufacturer! A building doesn’t just 
emerge from nowhere; there were builders who built it! Paul’s 
contention is, there is a Creator and none can deny this! Denying 
God’s existence is thus suppressing the truth! 
 
The second way of suppressing the truth is… 
2. Through their acts of dishonouring God (vv 21 -23) 
21 For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or 
give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and 
their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Claiming to be wise, they 
became fools, 23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God 
for images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and 
creeping things. 
 
Who would “they” refer to? We again note what Paul said in 1:15, 
“So I am eager to preach the gospel to you also who are in Rome.” 

Paul was eager to preach the Gospel to all in Rome – this would 
refer chiefly to the Gentiles and secondly the Jews as well. Paul’s 
primary target would be the Gentiles. Paul’s concern was that 
the “they” were caught up with the worship of created things 
rather than the Creator himself! Instead of worshipping the 
glorious, immortal God, they were worshipping idols, the creation 
of man! Yet, they claimed to be wise! Paul however described 
their acts and thoughts as futile and foolish! Whatever they were 
doing, they do not honour God and neither do they give thanks 
to the glorious God! Where there is no honouring and 
thanksgiving to the Creator, the whole worship is in vain! Idol 
worship is suppressing the truth, for it is the worship of the 
shadow, not the glory of God. 
 
Will God allow mankind to continue suppressing the truth? Will 
God continue to allow man to share his glory with idols? In Isaiah 
42:8, God has made his stand clearly, “"I am the LORD; that is 
my name! I will not give my glory to anyone else, nor share my 
praise with carved idols.” That was during Isaiah’s time, the OT 
time. When we read the OT we will remember how God revealed 
his wrath, his judgment upon his idolatrous people! God warned 
them through the prophets but they did not pay heed to his 
warning! As a result they were banished from the Promised Land! 
They went into exile!  
 
Now it is like Pau’s turn, through his letter to warn the people of 
the outcome should they continue in idolatry, in sin! What will 
God do to these ungodly, unrighteous people who intentionally 
suppressed the truth? Let’s find out as we read on. Here is where 



we attempt to understand the topic for today, “God Never Gives 
Up On Us?”  
 
Once again let us consider the three occasions when the phrase, 
“God gave them up/over…” is used. Bible commentators 
described the whole happening as a “downward spiralling” of 
mankind. We can describe this downward spiralling in three 
stages – Bad, Worse, Worst. Let’s consider them one by one. 
 
III) How Is God’s Wrath Revealed? (vv 24 – 32) 
24 Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to 
impurity, to the dishonoring of their bodies among 
themselves, 25 because they exchanged the truth about God 
for a lie and worshiped and served the creature rather than the 
Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen. 
 
Here we have 
A) Bad - First Stage: Sexual Sins 
God gave them up! This is because they had wilfully suppressed 
the truth! They had exchanged truth for a lie. And so God handed 
them over to themselves to  satisfy the lust of their hearts. The 
direction this lusts leads them into is towards impurity, towards 
dishonouring their bodies.  
 
Jim Vander Spek, describes “sexual lust” as the "sexual buzz - 
the electric feeling of pleasure that makes sex so enjoyable. The 
psychobiologic sexual buzz involves our emotions, our bodies, 
and our cognitive functions. He further said, “Sexual lust—the 
illicit sexual buzz—is wilfully allowing pleasurable gratification of 

wrongfully directed sexual desire that takes place deep inside.” 
(Christianity Today, June 2012) 
 
Sex is God’s gift to mankind for procreation. It is also meant for 
“recreation” but is only to be experienced and enjoyed by legally 
married couples – between a husband and a wife. 
 
God gave up upon mankind when the gift of sex is abused, where 
the sexual act is impure and dishonouring the body. Some 
examples when sexual acts are sinful are when they are 
committed in a pre-marital relationship, when it is an extra-
marital affair, when it is a multi-partner affair, when it is a one-
night stand situation, when it is a visit to a prostitute. Here the 
sexual buzz has gone hay-wire! Those who committed these 
acts regarded them as pleasurable. If they continue doing it, and 
their conscience no longer prick them, God will give them up to 
their lusts. 
 
One woman gave this testimony of her sexual freedom, 
“Sexual ’freedom’ promised us by feminists and others of the 
radical 60s and 70s. It’s a lie; promiscuity and sex outside 
marriage does nothing but destroy your self-esteem and makes 
a mockery of your physical body—a gift from God that I have truly 
abused. I only hope God can forgive me.” 
 
Time will not permit me to elaborate further. Let’s move on to 
Stage 2 
 
B) From Bad to Worse -Second Stage: Homosexuality 



26 For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable passions. 
For their women exchanged natural relations for those that are 
contrary to nature; 27 and the men likewise gave up natural 
relations with women and were consumed with passion for one 
another, men committing shameless acts with men and receiving 
in themselves the due penalty for their error. 
 
From sins committed in a heterosexual relationship, Paul now 
highlighted a worse sin – the sin of homosexuality. 
Homosexuality was the sin of the people of Sodom and 
Gomorrah, which resulted in their destruction. It was also 
prevalent during the Greco-Roman period. Interestingly, it 
seemed that the Greeks do not talk about gender, male-female, 
when it comes to sex. They talked about the role that each 
participant played in the sex act that of active penetrator or 
passive penetrated. The active penetrator is masculine while the 
passive penetrated is feminine. Homosexuality is viewed as a 
higher form of sexuality. 
 
Paul went against the cultural tide as he highlighted what God 
would do with those who went against God’s design for sex.  
 
LGBT is a big subject, a hot button subject today. Time does not 
permit me to dwell upon this much and long. Paul warned that 
those who practiced homosexual will come under God’s wrath 
when God will give them up to their dishonourable passions. 
Those who brazenly walk the path of homosexuality are actually 
experiencing being abandoned by God as God’s wrath has been 
dispensed upon them. Let’s note the following: 

Susan Brinkmann wrote an article, “Health Risks of the 
Homosexual Lifestyle” (Catholic Education Resource Centre).  
1. HIV/AIDS - As of 1998, 54 percent of all AIDS cases in 
America were homosexual men. HIV infection and AIDS is 
impacting the mortality rates for homosexual and bisexual men.  
 
2. Physical Health Risks.  In addition to AIDS, there is a long list 
of maladies attendant upon the homosexually active population.  
 
3. Emotional/Mental Health Risks. Youth who identify 
themselves as homosexual, lesbian and bisexual are four times 
more likely than their peers to suffer from major depression; 
three times more likely to suffer anxiety disorders, four times 
more likely to suffer conduct disorders, six times more likely to 
suffer from multiple disorders and more than six times more likely 
to have attempted suicide. 
 
4. Physical Abuse. Forty-four percent of gay men reported 
having experienced violence in their relationship; 13 percent 
reported sexual violence and 83 percent reported emotional 
abuse. 
 
Looking at what is happening as God gave the homosexuals 
over to their dishonourable passions,  I can only say, “Lord, have 
mercy!” 
 
Finally… 
C) Third Stage: Worst - Unrighteous behaviours 
28 And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave 
them up to a debased mind to do what ought not to be done. 



29 They were filled with all manner of unrighteousness, evil, 
covetousness, malice. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, 
maliciousness. They are gossips, 30 slanderers, haters of God, 
insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to 
parents, 31 foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless.  
 
All the way spirally downwards, humanity fell, as we consider the 
list of unrestrained evil. There are 21 specific sins mentioned 
here: unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice. They are full 
of envy, murder, strife, deceit, maliciousness. They are 
gossips, 30 slanderers, haters of God, insolent, haughty, boastful, 
inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, 31 foolish, faithless, 
heartless, ruthless.   
 
This is the great fall of humanity which is given over to a 
depraved mind, debased mind, foolish thinking, worthless mind, 
by God. The mind that thought it was wise, has failed God’s test 
altogether. Before sin affects behaviour, it first affects the mind! 
When humanity casts its verdict against God, all its constraints 
are gone! A mind that is so clouded by sin is no longer able to 
make reliable moral judgments. One has lost his mind, no longer 
able to think straight! 
 
Pastor Ray Pritchard made this comment, “All of life is affected 
by man’s decision to turn his back on God. Nothing is the same, 
nothing is left unaffected, no area of life is untouched. In a sense, 
this passage is a comment upon the doctrine of total depravity.” 
This is a very sad commentary of humanity! 
 

The final outcome where God abandons humanity is death! This 
is the final warning of Paul as found in v.32, “Though they 
know God's righteous decree that those who practice such 
things deserve to die, they not only do them but give approval to 
those who practice them.” Paul also said this in Roms 6:23,“The 
wages of sin is death….”  
 
Let me try to sum up what I have been trying to say thus far. 
About the wrath of God, what we have seen thus far, does not 
refer to a future, fiery judgment of God. We are looking more at 
a present wrath that God has dispensed when he gave up on 
depraved minded humanity who has chosen not to honour the 
Creator God. God gave up on them and allowed them to follow 
their heart’s desire and thus they have to bear all the pain and 
suffering which they have brought upon themselves through their 
sinful acts.  
 
IV) Closing thoughts: Our Response 
1. Repent 
Whatever sins you are enslaved to, decide this day to break free 
from them. Do not wait till God gave you over to your sin. Repent 
and seek God’s forgiveness. Don’t let that sin destroy you and 
your family or your church. Make a decision not to come under 
God’s wrath. Choose to come under his grace, favour and 
blessings. 
 
2. Pray: Two prayer items 
     a) Pray for those whom you know are still wilfully rejecting 
God’s love. Pray for those who are suppressing the truth 
regarding God. Pray that their hearts will not be hardened 



because God may harden their hearts just like what he did to 
Pharaoh and the consequences will be unpleasant.  
     b) Pray against all the sins that are destroying individuals, 
families, the society and the nation. Pray for God’s grace and not 
his wrath to be poured upon us all. 
 
3. Proclaim 
 It is only through Jesus that God’s wrath can be satisfied. We 
want to present not only the Bad News but also the Good News. 
Note this chorus: 

Jesus paid it all, All to Him I owe; 
    Sin had left a crimson stain, 
    He washed it white as snow. 

 
May the biblical doctrine of the wrath of God motivate us 
Christians to evangelize, to warn the lost of the impending wrath 
of God, and to urge them to be saved. Let us tell them the Good 
News of changed life, new life in Christ. 
 
My favourite Christmas verse is John 3:16, “For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have eternal life.” This is the Good News 
about God’s love and about us receiving everlasting life when we 
believe in God’s Son.  
 
Reading on in verse 19, “And this is the judgment: the light has 
come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than 
the light because their works were evil.”  John 3:36 also speaks 
along the same vein, “Whoever believes in the Son has eternal 

life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God’s wrath 
remains on them.”  
 
Here, we see the two side of God’s nature. He is not only the 
Lover, he is also the Judge. Which will you choose – embracing 
God as Lover, or falling into the hands of God as Judge? 
Mankind can choose to come into God’s light, thus giving up all 
his evil works. He thus enters into God’s righteousness. Or 
mankind can choose to continue to remain in darkness, continue 
his evil works. If one intentionally, deliberately choose to reject 
the Gospel, the sure outcome is he will come under God’s 
judgment, God’s wrath.  
 
Let us urge people to embrace Jesus as their Friend and Lover 
so that we will enjoy God’s favour and not become those whom 
God gave up.  
 


