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Introduction 
1. The two main division of the Book of Romans 
    a. Romans 1:16 – 11:36   - “What We Believe.” This is the doctrinal segment 
    b. Romans 12:1- 16:27     - “How we Live.”  This is practical segment. 
 
2. Key thought, “How can sinful humanity get right with God?”  
    Part I: The Righteous Shall Live by Faith (Romans 1:16-17) 
    Here we have Paul’s central theme about faith and salvation. “The righteous shall live by faith.”  
 
   Part II: The Unrighteous Comes Under God’s Wrath (Romans 1:18-32) 
   “18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men…” 
 
   Part III: God's Judgment (Romans 2:1-29; 3:1-20) 
   All who practice unrighteous deeds will not escape the judgment of God, for God shows no partiality. 
   So the Jews are not exempted from God’s judgment. 
   Conclusion: “For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, …” (Roms 3:20) 
 
Today’s Lesson: Part IV: How can mankind get right with God? (Roms 3:21 – 4:25) 
 
I. Righteousness: The Way to Get Right with God (3:21-26) 
1. Illustration: Standards to comply: “International Organization for Standardization” (ISO). 
                                                           “Certificate of Compliance and Completion” (CCC)  
    Romans 3:21-26  - Righteousness by God’s standard, not mankind’s standard.  
    No effort of sinful man can earn him righteousness before God!  
 
2. In verse 21 Paul said, “But now…”  
   a. God’s Plan: Now there is hope. Man has to hear what God has provided for them. Man has to let go of his 
“futile effort” and take hold of God’s way! God desires to reach out and help mankind out of their hopelessness 
and condemnation. Paul said, “But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son…” (Galatians 
4:4a).  
   Mankind achieve God’s ISO, “through faith in Jesus Christ.” Jesus Christ is God’s redemption plan. 
 
   b. Man’s response: Man needs to see that he is a sinner through and through – all have sinned. He needs to 
see that he has fallen short of God’s righteous standard. The way forward is to respond to the “now” provision 
of God. God has given us his “gift” – Jesus. Jesus is the one who satisfied God’s demand of punishment for 
sins – he is the propitiation for our sins.  
 
   c. God’s ISO: Now, with Jesus’ sacrificial death on the cross, God’s justice is fully satisfied. Now mankind 
must receive God’s gift. This is the only way for mankind to receive God’s righteousness within him and to 
get right with God. This is God’s ISO for man to be righteous before him. 
 
II. Faith. The Way that Puts an End to Human Efforts (Romans 3:27-31) 
1.  Illustration: “Corruption” and “Bribery.”   



“Donations” to governing authorities to persuade them to approve certain projects. This is man’s efforts to 
have the upper hand. Christians cannot give “donations” to expedite any approvals. All things must be done 
in “good faith.” We look at works (“donations) and good faith (faith).  
 
2. The “Works” of the Jews:  
The Jews, may want to insist upon their privilege status as children of Abraham. They have the sign of the 
covenant – circumcision; they have the Law. There is thus no way God would not accept them! Paul, however, 
rattled their belief system. Paul said to them that when they placed their reliance on “being circumcised” and 
on “being people of the law”, in order to be righteous before God, this is not in line with faith. This is trusting 
in “works.”  
 
3. Paul’s boasting: 2 Corinthians 11:16- 12, 21b -22; Philippians 3:4b - 6,  
 
4. There is no place for boasting before God. God cannot be bribe!  
God has given the law. The law points towards Jesus Christ. The law is the school teacher (Galatians 3:24). 
 
5. For a person who wants to get right with God, he needs to understand that God has given the prescription 
how he can be righteous before him, that is, through Jesus Christ. There is nothing for anyone to boast because 
it was Christ who suffered and died; Christ is the one who can appeased the wrath of God.  
 
III. Abraham Justified by Faith. He is our Example of how we can be righteous before God (Romans 4) 
“What does Scripture say? ‘Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.’” (v.3) 
1. Paul argued for faith in Jesus:  
There were two things that the Jews trusted for their righteousness: Circumcision and the Law.  
Paul again laid down the principle of faith as is found in verses 4-5.  
 
2. David’s example (vv 6-8.)  
 
3. Abraham’s Example:  
   a. First he argued that Abraham was not declared righteous because of works of circumcision (vv 9-12).  
Genesis 15: 6 precedes Genesis 17:11. For this reason Paul argued that Abraham was declared righteous before 
he was circumcised.  
   b. Next Paul argued that Abraham was declared righteous even before the Law of Moses was given.  
Genesis 15 precedes Exodus. The law was introduced 430 years later. (Gal 3:17) 
So Abraham was declared righteous apart from circumcision and the Law of Moses. It was not by works that 
he should boast. It was by faith and trust upon God’s promise that he was credited to be righteous. 
 
Closing thoughts 
1. How does one become righteous before God?  
    Why do you think people seem to prefer to work their way to heaven than to accept God’s rescue plan? 
 
2. As Christians, we know that we are save by grace through faith and not by works (Eph 2:20).  Are you in 
anyway still depending on works to get right with God?  
 
3. How would you understand, “Work out your salvation with fear and trembling” based on Philippians 2:12? 
 
4. Let us continue to remind ourselves of our responsibility to help man get right with God through faith in 
Jesus Christ.  


