
	

Sermon: Prayer Request & Warning Against Idleness 
Scripture: 2 Thessalonians 3 
Date: 3rd December 2017 
 
Introduction: Review 
Chap 1: Commendation and Comfort in the Face of Persecution. 
Chap 2: Correction and Encouragement Regarding the Day of the Lord. 
Chap 3: Prayer Request & Warning Against Idleness. 
 
I) Paul’s Prayer Request (3:1-2) 
   A) His Attitude – Finally, brothers… (3:1) 
A condescending attitude. No “orang atas.” 
   B) His Request - “Pray for us,…” 
Do you simply ask anyone to pray for you?  
Paul was not embarrassed to seek prayer support from others 
       Application:  
Prayer support via Whatsapp – hospitalised; sick; etc. 
   C) Two things that Paul prayed for: 
1. Regarding God’s word (3:1) 
    a) That it may speed ahead. He desired that nothing can hinder the preaching of the Gospel.  
    b) That it may be honoured. That all other hearers opened to receive the Good News. 
Application:  
a) Preacher: Pulpit ministry is a heavy responsibility. Preacher is God’s mouthpiece. (Isa 55:11). 
Preacher must prepare well. 
b) Hearer: God’s word is “living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword,…” (Heb 4:12). 
Hearers must hear the sermon carefully and earnestly. Be good soil. 
 
2. Regarding his personal deliverance (3:2) 
Paul had assurance from the Lord of his protection, nevertheless still pray for protection. 
Application: Pastors need prayer for deliverance and protection where there is persecution. 
 
II) Paul’s Confidence (3:3-5) 
    A) His Confidence in the Lord (v.3) 
Paul desired that the faithful God would do two things: 
1. Internally:  
    That God would establish them. (c/f Eph 3:16) 
Application: 
Do not be a spiritual bonsai! Grow to your God given potential! 
God’s Spirit is at work within us. Grow to spiritual maturity in Christ.  
2. Externally:  
     That God would guard them against the evil one. (c/f Eph 6:12) 
Application: 
Remember the Lord’s prayer where the Lord said, “Deliver us from evil or from the evil one”?  
Put on the whole armour of god. Fight the good fight of faith. 
 
    B) His Confidence about the Thessalonians (v.4) 



	

Two things Paul was confident about them: 
1. He was confident about their obedience.  
    Let us be hearers and doers of God’s word. Be obedient! 
 
2. He was confident about God’s work within them. 
    Focus upon God’s great love and the steadfastness of the Lord Jesus. 

Application: Where are our eyes focused? Hear what Heb 12:2  
                      What does the cross reminds us of? God’s love; Christ steadfastness. 

 
III) Paul’s Warning Against Idleness (3:6-15) 
     A) Paul’s Command (v.6) 
1. “Command” is parangello, “give orders, command, instruct with authority.” Military usage. 
2. “Keep away” or “to restrain or withdraw oneself, hold aloof, avoid”  
3.  “Walk in idleness.” Other expressions: 
      “idle and disruptive” (NIV); “an undisciplined life” (Berean Bible study); “walketh 
disorderly” (KJV); “walks irresponsibly”(Holman). 
 
William Barclay said, “The Thessalonians in their excited idleness were truants from duty and 
from work.” The Day of the Lord has not arrived yet! Don’t waste time idling awaiting the 
Lord’s return! Blessed is the man whom the Lord finds working when he returns (Matt 24:46) 
Application: Lessons from Proverbs 26:15; Prov 6:6, 9 
Christians have to work hard; do not play truant. Do not simply take M.C. Be exemplary 
workers. 
 
     B) Paul’s Example (vv 7-9) 
Paul was saying that he has his rights but he chose not to exercise it. He toiled and he laboured 
night and day. He did not burdened the Thessalonians.  
 
     C) Paul’s Reminder (vv 10-15) 
1. To the Idlers (vv 10-12) 
They had not paid heed to his admonition! Worse still, now they were becoming “busy-bodies”, 
meddling in other people’s business! They had become unproductive in their actions! Once 
again Paul had to command them to be productive workers!  
2. To those who are working hard (vv 13-15). How to respond to the recalcitrant? 
         a. They must not grow weary in doing good.  
         b. For those who chose to be recalcitrant, don’t support them.  
         c. However, don’t treat them as your mortal enemy. Disciplined them in love.  
 
An application for us in our community of faith.  
How do we deal with the difficult people in the church?  
 
Conclusion: Benediction (vv 16-18) 
The Lord of peace …The Lord be with you all. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
all. 
 


